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of God. 


OLY Scripture consists of those books 
which were written under the in- 
spiration of the Holy Ghost, and re- 
cognized by the Church as the Word 
The word Bible is used to refer to 
Holy Scripture, because in Greek the word 
signifies book: and Holy Scripture is the Book 
of hooks, whose Author is God Himself. 

There are seventy-two books in the Bible, 

5 written by different persons at different times, 
but all under the inspiration of God. The first 
books were written by Moses about 1500 B.C.; 
the last one, the Apocalypse, was written by St. 
,John the Evangelist about 100 A.D. Those 
, books -whkh were written before the coming 


is likewise important to remember that, as 
many passages in Holy Scripture are difficult 
to understand, and may be subject to different 
interpretations if left to the discretion of each 
individual, the Catholic Church has the as- 
sistance of the Holy Ghost to point out and 
teach the correct interpretation of all matters 
concerning doctrine or morals. 

“MY BIBLE HISTORY” aims to narrate 
the iirincipal events and teachings of Holy 
Scripture in language that can be understood 
by all. The accompanying illustrations will 
help to explain and visualize the events. In 
order that the reader may have an idea of the 
time when the principal events occurred, we 



‘^li| 

h 


I fr Christ form the, Old Testa- indicate the approximate date in some of the 

' ^ joj| while those written after His stories. It must, however, be borne in mind 

jj i [ ^ Testament or New Law. that in the first eras of human history, people 

iy ^ ^ interest nor the means to cal- 

collate time in terms of consecutive years and 
centoies. This is why dates given are merely; 
r4*.|!apjpB(^ximate, according to the illustrious Bible 

It r teacher Calmet. '-'These computations do not 
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iy tor events HISTOEY” is mainly for the yornig^ this has 

r David. moved us to dedicate this work to St. John 

HISTORY” Bosco, on the day of his solemn canonization, 
te Old Testa- Raster Sunday, April 1st, 1934. 
and “figure” Every Catholic recognizes the importance 

ng, or action of the Bible. Our Holy Mother Church desires 
independent her children to read and study it often, in 
intended hy order to learn all contained in it. Her reverence 
m, thing, or for the Bible is shown by the fact that the prin- 
in the story cipal parts of the Mass, the prayers in the 
onas staying Breviary used daily hy priests, and the prayers 
igure of Our in liturgical ceremonies, come from the Bible. 

1 three days “MY BIBLE HISTORY” is not the work 
, “Manna in of any one person. Several cooperated in 
type of the bringing about the publication of this work. It 
food of our is to these self-sacrificing and zealous friends, 
who for the love of God have aided in making 
God, it aims His Word known, that we render our sincere 
Him, and to acknowledgments and thanks, 
same spirit. We hope that “MY BIBLE HISTORY” will 
many moral help disseminate the Word of God, Holy 
ids to give. Scripture, that it may be the source of salvation 
were taken for many a soul, 
by St. John Manila, Easter Simday, April 1st, 1934. 
‘aiY BIBLE L. L.R. M. 
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!• The Creation 


I always lived. He had no 

i beginning, and He will have no end. 

I _ There was a time when only God 
I lived. Then out of nothing, by His 
I almighty power, He made everything — 
I heaven, and earth, and all things in heaven 
I and on earth. 

i Out of nothing God created the earth. 

I At first it was dark and all covered with 
j water. Then God said, "Be light made,” 

I and at once light appeared, God separated 
! light from darkness. He called the light 
I Day, and the darkness Night. This was 
I all done the first day. 

I On the second day, God commanded, 

I “Let there be a sky to divide the waters.” 

I The blue sky was made, and God called 
f it Heaven. 

I r On the third day God spoke: "Let 
the waters under Heaven be gathered to- 
^ gether into one place, and let the dry land 
I appear. Let this dry land bring forth 
I grass, and trees, and plants of every kind.” 
I* As God said, so everything was done. He 
I called the waters Seas, and the dry land 
I He called Earth. 


On the fourth day God created the 
sun, the moon, and the stars. He said, “Let 
these heavenly lights separate day from 
night; let them mark the days, the seasons, 
and the years.” 

On the fifth day, God created the fishes 
and other creatures that were to live in the 
Seas. He also made birds, and other creatures 
that were to fly in the sky. God blessed 
them, saying, “Increase and multiply.” 

On the sixth day God made all the 
animals that were to live on the ground. 
Then God said, "I shall make man in My 
image. I shall make man to rule over all 
the things that I have created.” God formed 
man out of the dust of the earth. Then He 
breathed into him a soul that will never die. 

And God saw all the things that He had 
made, and they were very good. 

On the seventh day God rested from 
His work. He blessed the day and made 
it holy. 

Catholics are obliged to keep Sundays 
and holydays of obligation holy, by 
hearing Mass and abstaining from servile 
work. 
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^roVe Lucifer and the had angels into hell 




s 



I 2. The Battle of the Angels 

I rnzde Angels, to adore Him and carry and his good angels drove Lucifer and the i 

I out His commands. They are pure wicked ones into hell. 

that is, they have souls only, and Lucifer, who was all glory and beauty, | ! 
I ho bodies. This is why we cannot see is now called Satan, the devil, the demon. 

I Angels. No one can imagine his wickedness and 

I God wanted the Angels to live forever ugliness. And the bad angels in hell are 

i in heaven with Him. He made them so devils, like their head Satan. 

beautiful that we cannot imagine their God rewarded the good angels with 
loveliness. When He made them, they were everlasting happiness with Him in Heaven. * 
all perfectly beautiful, good, and holy. But God punished Satan and the other i 
They were in the grace of God, and very devils in hell forever. 

happy with Him. There are nine choirs of Angels: * 

Of all the Angels, the most wonderful Seraphim, cherubim, dominations, thrones, 
for his glory and beauty was Lucifer (which virtues, principalities, powers, archangels, ! 

means “Bearer of Light”). This beauty and angels. | 

: and glory had all come from God. But Among the angels, the ones especially : 

I , instead of blessing his Creator, Lucifer given charge of men are the Guardian j 
I , became very proud of himself, he Angels. They guard and protect us,: and j 

came to think himself as great as^K' inspire us with good thoughts. They are I 

Lucifer cried out against God, “I will always near us; we should always try to | 
not obey!” Having tempted other Angels to listen to their advice, and pray to them in i 
join him, he led them in revolt against God, all dangers. Each of us has a Guardian | 
crying, “I will be like the Most High!” Angel into whose care God gave us, because i 
Now the Archangel Michael loved God He loves us so much. i 

and was faithful. He cried, “Who is like Devils may tempt us to sin, but with ' 

I God?” He called good Angels to join him the grace of God we can fight against i 
I against Lucifer and his wicked angels. these temptations. We must fly from | 

! And a great battle took place. Michael temptations and occasions of sin. 
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God grave Eve to Adam for Ills companion, 


Thus He established ordinance of 
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Adam and Eve in the Garden of 


[.OD called the first man Adam. God 


loved him, and planted a beautiful 
gaiden for him to live in. This was the 
Garden of Eden, or Paradise. 

In Paradise God put all kinds of trees, 
plants, flowers, and fruits. He made a clear 
river that flowed through it. He brought 
beasts and birds before Adam, that he 
might give them names. 

Then, in the middle of the Garden, 
God planted two trees: the Tree of Life, 
and the Tree of Knowledge of good and 
evil. Calling Adam, God said to him. 
You may eat of the fruit of every other 
tree in the Garden.' But you must not eat 
the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of 
If you eat of it, you shall 

surely die.” 

God in His goodness and wisdom : 
wished to give Man the precious gift of j 
liberty or free will. This is his freedom 
to choose between good and evil. 

If man chooses the good, he will receive 
an eternal reward in Heaven. But if he 
disobeys God and chooses evil, he will be 
punished in hell. God is good, but He 
is also just: He rewards the good and 


punishes the wicked. 

Then God said to Himself, “It is 
not good for man to be alone. Let Me 
make a companion like unto him.” 

So God put Adam to sleep, and taking 
one of his, ribs, formed out of it a woman. 
When Adam awoke, God gave him the 
woman for his companion. She was called 
Eve, meaning “Mother of all the living.” 

Adam said of Eve, “This now is bone 
of my bones, and flesh of' my flesh.’' 

In this way God instituted the ordinance | 
of marriage in the Garden of Paradise, i' 
When Jesus Christ came on earth, He 
raised marriage to the dignity of a Sac- 
rament. He honored it by His presence and 
first miracle at Cana of Galilee. 

Adam and Eve were very happy in 
Paradise. The free of Life kept them free 
from sickness and death. They had every- 
thing ^eir hearts could desire. Best of ail, 
they had the love of God: they were in 
God’s grace. 

The Tree of Life is a figure of the 
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, of which 
it is written: “He who is fed by it shall 
live forever.” 
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JN Paradise Adam and Eve had every- 
thing their hearts could desire. They 
lelt neither pain, nor want, nor sorrow. 
To them God had promised immortality: 
as long as they were obedient, they would 
not die. 

But Satan was jealous and resolved to 
tempt them to disobey God. For this, he 
made use of the serpent. 

One day Eve was near the Tree of 
Knowledge of good and evil. The devil 
in the serpent asked her, “Why has God 
commanded you, that you should not eat 
of every tree of Paradise?” 

Eve answered, “Of the fruit of the trees 


As soon as Adam and Eve had eaten, 
they felt how ugly their sin was. They 
were filled with shame and fear. They 
sewed together fig leaves, and made them- 
selves clothes to cover their nakedness. 

When Adam and Eve heard God 
walking in the Garden, they ran to hide 
themselves among the trees. They foolishly 
thought that they could hide from Him* 
By this sin our first parents lost the 
grace of God. Since then all their children 
have been born without the grace of God, 
and with original sin. Original sin is 
washed away in the Sacranaent of Baptism. 







The Pimislmieiit for Disohedience 


JN THE Garden God called Adam, “Where 

are you?” 

Adam came forth from his hiding-place 
and answered, “I heard Your voice in 
Paradise, and I was afraid.” 

God asked Adam why he had eaten of 
the forbidden fruit. Adam tried to excuse 
himself, saying, “The woman whom You 
gave me to be my companion gave me of 
the T. ree, and I did eat.” 

God turned to Eve and asked, “Why 
have you done this?” 

Eve replied, "The serpent deceived me, 
and I did eat.” 

Then God said to the serpent, “Because 
you have done this thing, you are cursed 
among all cattle and beasts of the earth.” 
God condemned the serpent to crawl upon 
the ground and to eat dust always. 

God said to the serpent, “I will put 
enmities between you and the woman, and 
your seed and her seed. She shall crush 
your head.” In these words God foretold 
the coming of a Redeemer to save mankind 
from the devil, a Redeemer to be born of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. 


God told Eve that for her disobedience 
she should bring forth her children in 
sorrow and pain, and that she should 
always be subject to her husband. 

Turning to Adam, God rebuked him 
and said, “Cursed is the earth in your work. 
With labor and toil you shall eat thereof 
all the days of your life. Thorns and 
thistles shall it bring forth to you. You 
shall eat the herbs of the earth. In the 
sweat of your face shall you eat bread ti 
you return to the earth out of which you 
were taken. For dust thou art, and into 
dust thou shall return.” 

God then clothed Adam and Eve in 
garments of skins,, and sent them out 
Paradise. At the gate He placed Cheru 
with a fiammg sword turning every way, 
to prevent their return. 

Because ol tneir disobedience, our first 
parents w'ere driven oat of Paradise into a 
world of suffering. 

All the miseries we suffer on earth are 
the results of our first parents’ sin and of 
our own sms. They are the punishment 
for breaking God’s commands. 
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Cam struck down Abel and killed bim. 


Cod said ■ to Cain, "'‘you sball: be^ a: wanderer 
upon tile earth/" 












Cain aiid Abel 


^^AIN and Abel were the first children of 
Adam and Eve. Cain grew up to be . a 
farmer; Abel became a shepherd. Cain 
was envious and cruel; Abel was loving 
and kind. 

A One day, Cain and Abel both offered 
gifts to God. Cain offered some fruit and 
grain that he had raised. Abel brought some 
little lambs from his flock. 

God looked into the heart of Cain and 
saw that it was full of wickedness. He 
therefore refused Cain’s gift. 

But when God looked in the heart 
of Abel, He saw it filled with goodness. 
He therefore accepted Abel’ s gift with 
pleasure. 

This made Cain more jealous than ever. 
He made up his mind to kill Abel. 

Some time later, Cain asked Abel to 
go wdth him into the fields. When they 
had walked some distance, and there were 
no other people near, Cain struck down his 
brother Abel and killed him. 

God saw everything that Cain had 
done. He asked Cain, "Where is your 
brother Abel?’’ 

Cain tried to bide his sin from God. 


He answered, "I know not. Am I my 
brother's keeper?’’ : ■ / ' 

God rebuked him, saying, "What have 
you done? The voice of your brother’s 
blood cries out to Me. Cursed shall you be 
upon the earth that has received your 
brother s blood. When you plow it, it shall 
not yield to you its fruit. You shall be a 
wanderer: and a vagabond upon the earth.’’: 

; Hearing how he was to be punished^: 
Cain cried out in despair, "My sin is too 
great to, be pardoned! , I must hide myself 
from Your face. Everyone that finds me 

■ Will kill me/' 

, But God answered, "No, it shall not be' 
so.. Whoever kills Cain shall be punished 
sevenfold.’’ 

_ And God set a mark upon Gain as a: 
sign, so that no one should kill him. Gain 
went forth to wander over the earth, and 
to suffer for his sin. His children also 
suffered for their father’s sins. 

We should not be like Cain, who tried 
to hide his sins from God. If we fall into 
sin, we should at once be sorry for our sin, 
go to Confession, and resolve never to sin 
any? more, y 















7. The Ark of Noe 


■^HEN Adam and Eve learned how 
Cam had murdered Abel, they were 
very sad. God, taking pity on them, sent 
them another son, whom they called 

^ good man. 

1 he children of Seth honored God 
and lived according to His commands. 
Because of their goodness, they were called 
children of God. 

The children of Cain, however, grew 
i^p full or wickedness. T.'hey neither sought 
God, nor wished to serve Him. After a 
while the children of Cain began to marry 
the children of God. Then the sons and 
aaughters born to these parents also became 
wicked. At last most of the men on earth 
turned evil, because of the children of Cain. 

When God saw how men forgot and 
disobeyed Him, He was full of sorrow. He 
said, “I am sorry that I ever created the 
earth. Now men are unclean because of sin. 

I will destroy them all, and all other living 
creatures. I will wipe every living thing 
from the face of the earth.” 

Among the wicked people there lived 
a good man, Noe, who still loved God. So 


God said to him, "Men have turned away 
from Me,- and have defiled themselves and 
the good earth that I created. They no 
longer seek Me nor obey My commands. 
I will destroy them. I will send rain for 
forty days. A great flood shall rise to wipe 
away every living creature from the face 
of the earth. But because you honor and 
obey Me, I shall spare you. Go, therefore, 
and build an ark of wood. When it is 
finished, take your wife, your sons, and 
their families, and enter the ark that you 
may be saved.” 

Noe did all that God had commanded. 
He built an ark of wood. It was three 
stories high, and was divided into little 
rooms. It took Noe over one hundred years 
to build it. Then, with his family, Noe 
entered the Ark. God also told him to carry 
enough food, and to take with him seven 
pairs of certain animals, and two pairs of 
the other animals. When all of them had 
entered, the door was closed and fastened. 

What a fearful thing sin must be, that 
God should have wished to punish it in 
such a terrible manner! 







"Che water rose higher anfl higher till it coverefl evea the mountains. 
All living things, except those in the Ark, perishefl. 
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I 8. : Tile Great 

/ f closing of Noe’s Ark, God 

I sent the rain in torrents upon the earth. 

’ I For forty days and forty nights heavy rain 

' I fell and flooded the land. 

:' I The waters rose higher and higher till 

' I even the mountains "were covered. Every 

f living thing — - bird, beast, and man — 

• I was drowned. All living things died except 

' I those who were in the Ark. vg 

I After forty days the rain stopped, but 

I the waters remained on the earth for one 
^ I hundred and fifty days. Then a wind 

! blew over the earth, and the flood went 
I down. The waters sank away from the 
j earth, until one day the Ark stood 
i still. It had come to rest on the top of a 
I J mountain.:; 

vT: : i Noe waited forty days. Then he opened i 

! the window of the Ark and sent out a 


Flood (2348 B.C.) I 

I 

its beak. By this Noe knew that the i 
waters v/ere leaving the earth. I 

After one more week, Noe sent forth | 
the dove a third time. It did not return, f 
and Nee knew that the waters were no | 
longer covering the earth. And so Noe | 
with his wife, his sons, their families, and | 
all living creatures went forth out of the | 
Ark on to the dry land. I 

Noe was very grateful to God. He T 
built an altar, and upon it offered a sacrifice | 
of thanksgiving to God. God was pleased | 
with Noe and promised, “The waters will | 
never again become a flood to destroy all | 
living things. This is the sign of our | 
agreement: I will put the rainbow in the f 
sky. Whenever the rainbow appears, I will | 
remember My promise.’’ j 

Then God blessed Noe and all the other I 


I raven. The raven flew back and forth over creatures that had been saved. He said, I 

I the waters, but did not return to the Ark. ‘Tnerease and multiply, and replenish the | 

I Then Noe sent out a dove. Finding earth.” | 

I no place on which to alight, the dove The Ark of Noe was the figure of the | 
f returned to the Ark. After another week. Catholic Church founded by Our Lord | 

I Noe again sent out the dove. In the evening Jesus Christ, the one place of refuge in | 







it returned \vith a green olive branch in which we may find salvation 









j^OE had three sons — Sem, Cham, and 


, Japliet* T. hey .helped 'him take '■ care 

of his vineyard. 

Once, when the time came to gather 
the grapes, Noe drank too much wine, 
because he did not know its strength. 
Becoming very drunk, he lay exposed in 
his tent. 

Cham saw him. Instead of covering 
his father, he went laughing, to tell his 
brothers. Sem and Japhet, filled with 
filial love, went to where Noe slept, and 
walking backwards, covered their father. 

When Noe awoke and learned what had 
taken place, he cursed Cham's descendants 
through Chanaan, Cham’s son. But he 
blessed Sem and Japhet. 

Noe lived for about nine hundred and 
fifty years. After his death many of his 
descendants forgot God. They became 
proud and ungrateful. They were so 
numerous that many families had to 
move to distant lands. However, before 
separating, they resolved in their pride to 
build a city and tower that would reach 
heaven. 


Their pride was quickly punished. God 
confounded their speech ; that is, He made 
them talk in different languages. Before 
that time, they had only one language. 
Now they could not understand each other. 
They therefore gave up their plan of the 
tower, which they had already started. 
This is why the tower is called Babel, 
because of the confusion of tongues. The 
builders scattered all over the earth. 

The descendants of Sem, from whom 
the Israelites sprang, spread over the 
greater part of Asia. Those of Cham settled 
in Africa, while those of Japhet passed 
over to Europe. 

In their wanderings the foolish work- 
men of Babel carried with them a remem- 
brance of the Flood and of the existence 
of a Supreme Being. This is why even 
among uncivilized tribes we find these 
beliefs, however distorted by ignorance 
and superstition. 

Babel, a monument of pride, destroyed 
the unity of language. Unbelief or heresy, 
the result of oride. destrovs the unitv of 
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10 . The Promise to Abraham (1921 b . c .) 


T HARilN, in the midst of a wicked 
world, there lived a good man named 
Abram. He was chosen to carry on the 
knowledge of the true God, Whom others 
had forgotten. 

T herefore God called Abram and said 
to him, “Abram, leave your country, and 
go to the Land of Chanaan.” 

Abram did as God commanded him. 
He was obedient, although it was hard 
for him leave his old home and his 
friends. With his wife Sarai, his nephew 
Lot, and his servants and flocks, he went 
to Chanaan. 

To reward him, God made him this 
promise; “I will give you and your 
children the land of Chanaan. You shall 
be the father of a great people. Through 
you all nations shall be blessed.” 

From that time on, because God had 
promised the Land of Ghanaan to Abram, 
it was called “The Promised Land.” 


promised that he should be the father 
of a great people, Abram prayed fervently. 
He asked, “Shall I die without children, 
shall I have to give all my riches to the 
son of one of my servants?” 

God heard Abram’s prayer, and in the 
night called him out of his tent and said: 
“Look up, Abram, and try to count the 
stars in the sky, if you can. Your children 
and your children’s children shall be as 
numerous as those stars. They shall inherit 
this land that I promised to you,” 

Abram believed all that God told him, 
and wmited patiently for a son. One day, 
God said to him, “Your name from now 
on shall be Abraham, and not Abram, 
because you shall be the father of many 
nations. And your wife’s name shall be 
Sara, and no longer Sarai, because she shall 
be the mother of princes. For I will fulfill 
My promise to you, and will give you a 
son. I will bless him. He shall be the 





God blessed Abram. In the following father of kings and nations. You shall 
years He gave him great riches. His flocks name him Isaac.” 

increased rapidly. Yet, though Abram Because Abraham obeyed whatever the 
was already very old, God had not given Lord commanded him, God blessed him 
him a son. Remembering how God had all his days. 
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‘GoS raiBCi brimstOEe aB^ fire upon :Se«Idm 
mxH Gomorrha. 


Three straEgers, one of whom represeated the 
■ liord, came to- Abraliam^s tent. 
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11. Tlie Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrlia 


JN TIME the flocks of Abraham and Lot 

increased, and quarrels arose between 
their herdsmen. Abraham loved peace, 
and therefore suggested that he and Lot 
separate. Lot went to live in Sodom, 
while Abraham remained at Hebron. 

One day three strangers came to 
Abraham’s tent. He knew at once that 
one represented the Lord and that the other 
two were angels. He went with them some 
distance on their way to Sodom. 

God told Abraham that He was about 
to destroy the wicked cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrha because their people had com- 
mitted many impurities. 

Abraham was filled with pity for the 
people. He asked, “Will You destroy the 
just with the wicked? If there be fifty just 
men there, will you spare the cities for 
their sake?” 

And the Lord said, “I will.” 

But Abraham continued interceding 
for the cities. Finally God promised, “I 
will not destroy them for the sake of ten 
just men.” Abraham then returned home, 
but the two angels went on to Sodom. 


The two angels went to the house of 
Lot. He received them gladly. But when 
the people learned of the arrival of the 
strangers, many surrounded Lot’s house, 
wishing to do them harm. However, the 
wicked plan did not work out because the 
people were miraculously struck with blind- 
ness, and could not enter. The angels told 
Lot of the coming destruction of Sodom, in 
which there were not even ten just men. 

Early the next morning the angels led 
Lot, his wife, and his two daughters out 
of the city. The angels warned them not 
to look back, but to flee the place at once. 
Out of curiosity. Lot’s wife looked back, 
and was turned into a pillar of salt. 

God rained brimstone and fire upon 
Sodom and Gomorrha. Everything — 
people, cattle, and houses — was destroyed. 
The place where the cities were located 
was turned into a lake, what we now call 
the Dead Sea. No fishes can live in the 
sulphurous water of this lake: neither can 
plants grow on the shore. It is a fearful 
and lasting proof of God’s punishment of 
sins of impurity. 















12. The Sacrifice of Isaac 


Ik BRAHAM and Sara were at last 


a son whom they named Isaac. They 
loved him all their hearts, because he had 
been sent as God had promised, to gladden 
them in their old age. 

Abraham loved Isaac so much that 
God decided to prove whether he did not 
care more for his son than for his God. 
To prove Abraham’s faith, God one night 
commanded him, “Take Isaac and go to 
a mountain that I shall show you. There 
offer Me your son as a sacrifice.” 

Abraham’s heart was filled with grief. 
But he had always obeyed God, and he 
wanted to continue obeying him. Therefore 
he prepared to do what God asked. 

Abraham cut wood for the sacrifice. 
With two servants and his son, he set out 
to find the place that God would show 
him for the sacrifice. 

Abraham and his companions traveled 
for three days until they came to the foot 
of a mountain, Mount Moriah. Abraham 
said to his servants, “Remain here with the 
ass. Isaac and I shall go up the mountain 
to sacrifice. Wait for our return.” 

Abraham placed the wood upon the 


shoulders of Isaac. He himself carried the 
fire, and a knife. Then he and Isaac went 
up the mountain. As they ascended, Isaac 
inquired, “Father, we have fire and wood. 
But where is the victim for the sacrifiGC?” 

“God will furnish a victim for the 
sacrifice,” Abraham replied. 

Finally they came to the place for the 
sacrifice. Making an altar, they arranged 
the wood on it. Then Abraham bound 
Isaac and laid him upon the wood. With 
knife upraised, he was on the point of 
sacrificing Isaac when an angel called, 
“Abraham, do not kill your son. God 
knows now that you truly love Him, for 
you are ready to sacrifice Isaac at His 
command.” 

How happy Abraham was! Looking 
around, he saw a sheep caught by the 
horns in some bushes. He took the sheep 
and offered him to God as a sacrifice 
instead of Isaac his son. 

Isaac willingly carrying the wood up 
Mount Moriah is a figure of Jesus Christ 
carrying His Cross, as the willing divine 
Victim about to be offered up in sacrifice 
upon it. 
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13, Eiiezer, tlie 

was becoming very old. He 
wished before his death to see Isaac 
happily married. Therefore he called his 
faithful servant Eliezer and said, “Go to 
the country from where I came, and from 
among my people bring back a wife for 
my son Isaac.” 

In preparation for the journey, Eliezer 
loaded ten camels with rich gifts. Then he 
departed for Haran, in Mesopotamia, the 
place where Abraham had lived before he 
came to Ghanaan. 

Upon arriving in Haran, Eliezer made 
his camels lie down near a well where each 
evening the women came to draw water. 
He begged God to let him know which of 
the women should be Isaac’s bride. 

Eliezer prayed, “When I say to the one 
whom You want Isaac to marry, ‘Let 
down your pitcher, that I may drink’, 
please make her answer, ‘Drink, and I will 
give your camels drink also’. In this way 
I shall be sure that I have chosen the right 
wife for Isaac.” 

Almost before Eliezer had finished 
praying, a young maiden arrived carrying 


FaitMul Servant 

a pitcher on her shoulder. She went down 
to the well and filled her pitcher. She was 
preparing to return home when Eliezer 
went near and said to her, “Please let me 
drink from your pitcher.” 

I he girl replied, “Drink, my lord,” at 
the same time quickly lowering the pitcher 
upon her arm. Then she hastened to fill 
it once mote, saying, “I will draw water 
for your camels, that they may also 
drink.” 

Upon hearing her answer, Eliezer was 
filled with great joy. “Whose daughter 
are you?” he inquired. “Tell me, is there 
room in your father’s house for me to stay 
tonight.?” 

The girl answered, “I am Rebecca, 
daughter of one of Nachor’s sons. In our 
house there is room for you and straw for 
your camels.” 

Eliezer bowed down and praised God. 
T hen taking earrings and bracelets, he gave 
them to Rebecca as gifts. 

Rebecca ran home to tel! her family 
about Eliezer, and about all that had 
taken place at the well . 
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14. Isaac and Rebecca asss b.c.) 


Laban, Rebecca’s brother, heard 
what had happened to his sister at 
the well, he ran out to meet Eliezer. He 
said, “Come in, thou blessed of the Lord. 
Why do you stand outside? I have 
prepared the house, and a place for your 
camels.” 

Laban took Eliezer into his house and 
brought him some water to wash his feet. 
Then taking down the packs of the camels, 
he gave the animals food. 

Laban s mother and Rebecca brought 
food for Eliezer. But Eliezer would not 
eat till he had spoken of his errand. “I 
am Abraham’s servant,” he said. 

T hen he told them how he had prayed 
God to show him which girl was to be 
Isaac s wife, and how God had answered 
his prayer. When the whole story had 
been told, Eliezer turned to Laban and 
inquired, “Tell me, what answer shall I 
take back to Abraham my master?” 

Laban replied, “The answer is in 
God’s hands. It shall be as He wills. Take 
Rebecca; let her be the wife of Isaac.” 

Eliezer took the gifts he had brought 


and gave them to Rebecca, to her mother, 
and to Laban. Early the next morning he 
prepared to return to Chanaan. 

Laban and his mother blessed Rebecca. 
Then taking her nurse with her, Rebecca 
left with Eliezer for the Land of Ghanaan. 

In Chanaan Isaac bad been waiting 
for the return of Eliezer. One evening, as 
he walked in the fields, thinking about the 
goodness of God, he saw in the distance 
some camels approaching. He knew then 
that Eliezer was returning home from 
Haran. 

When Rebecca saw Isaac, she alighted 
from her camel. “Who is that man who 
is coming to meet us.?” she asked of Eliezer. 

Eliezer answered, “He is my master 
Isaac.” And Eliezer told Isaac all that he 
had done in Haran. . T 

As soon as Isaac saw Rebecca, he 
loved her. Soon they were married and 
lived happily with their father Abraham. 
Abraham gave Isaac his flocks, his lands, 
and all the other riches with which God 
had blessed him since he had gone to live 
in Chanaan. ^ ?v :: ? 
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JI'OR many years after their marriage 

Isaac and Rebecca had no children. At 
last, however, God answered their prayers 
and^ave them two sons. Esau and Jacob. 

Esau, the favorite son of Isaac, was the 
older son. He grew up to be a hunter, and 
was hairy and strong. Jacob, the favorite 
of Rebecca, became a shepherd. He stayed 
home much of the time. 

One day, as Jacob was cooking some 
vegetables, Esau came in tired from a day 
of hunting. He asked, * Give me some of 
that pottage, for I am v^'ery faint.” 

‘‘Sell me your birthright,” said Jacob, 
‘‘and I will give you some.” 

As he was hungry, Esau exclaimed, 
What good is my birthright if I die 
because of my faintness? Let it be done 
as you wish.” In this way Esau sold 
his birthright to Jacob for a mess of 
pottage. 

Now Isaac was grown very old, and 
his eyes were dim. One day, fearing that 
he would soon die, he called his favorite 
son Esau and said, “Go, and when you 
have taken some game, cook me a dish of 
it, and bring it, that I may eat. Then I 
shall bless you before I die.” 


ler’s 


Esau hurried out to do as Isaac bade. 
But Rebecca, having heard the words of 
her husband, called Jacob and told him all 
that she had heard. She said, “Bring me 
two young goats from the flock, that I 
may cook them for your father.” 

When the meat was cooked, Rebecca 
dressed Jacob in Esau’s clothes, covered 
his neck and hands with the hairy skins, 
and sent him with the food to Isaac, to 
get his brother’s blessing. At first Jacob 
did not wish to go, but finally consented 
to do as his mother wished, 

“Are you Esau?” asked Isaac, touching 
Jacob’s hands. “The voice is that of 
Jacob, but the hands are those of Esau.” 
Believing it was really Esau, Isaac ate the 
meat, and then gave Jacob his blessing. 

After som^e time Esau returned, bringing 
the meat that he had prepared. “Eat of 
the meat, my father,” he said, “and give 
me your blessing.” 

Isaac trembled with surprise. “Your 
brother Jacob has taken away your 
blessing!” cried he. 

The Hebrews, by rejecting Jesus 
Christ, have like Esau lost the blessing 
wTicb was their birthright. 
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Jacob dreamed that he saw a ladder reaching from earih to heaven. 

angels went. At the top stood God. 


Up and down the ladder many 












16 . Jacob’s Dream 

J^SAU was^ M He from earth to heaven. Up and down the 

birthf?Jhtfo ^ ladder many angels went. At the top 

birthught for a mess of pottage. And now stood. He said to Jacob, “I am the Lord 
de has taken away my blessing!” Esau God of Abraham and Isaac. I will give to 
was so angry that he swore vengeance you and to your children the land where 
agamst^Jacob. ^ you are now lying. Your children shall be 

Rebecca saw the anger of Esau, and as numberless as the dust of the earth, 
feared for Jacob. She said, “Jacob, my Through you all the people on earth shall 
son, your brother Esau is furious that you be blessed. I shall be with you wherever 
have taken away his blessing. I am afraid you go, to guide you, and to watch over*' 
that he will want to kill you. Go to my you. I shall bring you back to this land, 
biothw Laban in Haran, and stay there I will never leave you until all that I have 
until Esau’s anger has passed. When that told you is done.” 

time comes, I will send for you, so that Jacob, upon awakening, said to him- 

you may return. self, “Surely God was here, and l did not 

Isaac, learning of Jacob’s plan to go know it. This is the House of God and 
to Haran, called him and blessed him. the gate of Heaven.” And he called that 


He told him to find a bride among Laban’s place Bethel, which 


means House of God. | 


daughters. Then he took the stone that he had used 

Jacob set out on his journey towards for a pi%w, poured oil on it. and set it 
Haran. One night he stopped to rest in up as a sigpr 

an open field. He took a stone and placed This stone is a figure of our altars 

it under his head for a pillow. They are consecrated with holy oil and 

As Jacob slept he had a strange dream, on them Christ Himself dwells, acting as 
He thought he saw a tall ladder reaching intercessor between heaven and ear 
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1/. Jacob and Racbel 


Qn the way to Haran. Jacob came to a 
well near which flocks of sheep were 
lying. There was a large stone over the 
well. When ail the flocks were there, the 
shepherds used to roll away the stone, let 
the sheep drink, and then put back the 
stone over the well. 

Jacob went up to the shepherds of the 
flocks, and asked them if they knew 
Laban. Some of the shepherds replied, 
“Yes, we know him.” 

As they spoke, a young girl was seen 
coming, driving her sheep towards the 
well. The shepherds said to Jacob, “Here 
comes Rachel, Laban’s daughter, with her 
father’s flocks.” 

When Jacob saw Rachel, he rolled 
away the stone that covered the well’s 
mouth, so that her sheep might drink. “L 
am Jacob, son of Rebecca, your father's 
sister,” he said to her. 

Rachel received Jacob gladly. She ran 
to tell her father the news. 

Upon hearing of the arrival of Jacob, 


Laban hastened to make him welcome. 

Jacob told Laban why he had come tc 
Haran. He asked to be allowed to stay 
and work for him. 

After a month, Laban asked, “What 
wages do you want for your labor!” ’ 

Jacob answered, “I will serve you 
seven years without wages, if you wilMet 
me marry your daughter Rachel.” 

Laban agreed, saying, “It is better that 
I should give her to you than to a 
stranger. Let it be as you wish.” 

From that time Jacob served Laban 
faithfully. He loved Rachel, and was glad 
to work for her. 

At last, Laban gave him Rachel for his 
wife. ^ In this way Jacob found Rachel bis 
w iie in the ianci of his mother’s people. 

^ Even after his marriage, Jacob stayed 
with Lanan and worked for him. God 
blessed Jacob and gave him many riches. 
In time lie owned large flocks. Fie became 
so rich that at last Laban became envious, 
and even tried to cheat Jacob. 
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^^emome^sau saw Jacob, he ran to meet him, and wept. AU his anger had ceased, 





18 . TLie Return of Jacob 


^;Acai 3 ::staye,d 111 Haraii twenty years.' One 

night, as he was sleeping, God spoke 
to him, telling him to return to Chanaan. 

So Jacob took all his family, all his 
flocks, camels, and cattle, and started on 
his way back to the Land of Chanaan. 

As Jacob cam! 

remembered why he had left it 
years before. He remembered the 
of his brother Esau. 

Being very much afraid 
ahead some messengers with gifts, to ask 
for him Esau’s forgiveness. 

When the messengers came back, 
they announced, “Esau is coming to meet 
you. He has four hundred men witB 
him.” 

How arraid Jacob was! He believed 
that Esau was coming to destroy him and 
his companions. Falling upon his knees, 
he prayed God to help him. 

I hat night, as Jacob prayed, a stranger 
appeared and wrestled with him until 
dawn. As it was beginning to be light, 
the stranger said to Jacob, “Let me go,: 
for it is dawn.” 


asked the ! 


was Jacob’s answer, 
on,” said the stranger, 
near to Chanaan, he “you shall not be called Jacob, but Israel, 
twenty which means Strength of God. ’ ' He 
anger blessed Jacob, and disappeared. 

i^st Jacob knew that he had 
Jacob sent wrestled all night with an angel. He 
was glad, because he believed he had been 
given a sign that God would protect him 
against the anger of Esau. 

In the morning Jacob saw Esau 
coming towards him witn four hundred 
men. The moment Esau saw Jacob,: he 
tan to meet him. Weeping, Esau embraced 
his brotner Jacob. All his anger had 
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They drew Joseph out from the pit, and sold him for twenty pieces of silver 
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19. TJie Coat 

Jacob had twelve sons, of whom his 
favorite ^ ’ ~ 


of Many Colors 


Joseph. T o show 
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love tor Joseph. Jacob gave him a coat 
ot many colors. This made the other 

brothm very jealous of Joseph. 

\Vhen Joseph was sixteen years old, he 
had two dreams. In one he saw himself 
and his brothers binding sheaves of corn 
m a field. As they worked, his sheaf stood 
iipnght vdiile his brothers’ sheaves stood 
around and bowed to it. In another dream 
he saw the sun, the moon, and eleven stars 
bow^ down before him and honor him. 

Jacob wondered when he heard about 
Joseph’s dreams. “What,” he cried, “sh^ 11 
you rule over us.? Shall ! and your 
mother and brothers bow before you?’ 

One aay J acob sent J oseph to the 
fields where his brothers were tending the 
flocks. When they saw him coming in the 
distance, they said, "Here comes that 
dreamer. Let us kill him and throw his 
body into a pit.” And so out of jealousy 
Joseph’s brothers planned to kill him. 

But Ruben, the oldest, wished to save 
Joseph’s life. He said, ”Let us not kill 


him. ^ Let us throw him into a deep pit 
here xn the wilderness, but let us not shed 
his blood.” 

sis soon as Joseph arrived, the bi'others 
took av/ay from him his coat of many 
colors, i hey cast him into a deep pit. 
Then they sat down to eat, all except 
Ruben, who had gone away. 

After a while, somxe merchants passed 
by on their way to Egypt. Juda. one of 
the brothers, said, “What good will it do 
us to kill our brother? Let us sell him to 
these merchants instead.” 

The others agreed. They drew Joseph 
out of toe pit, and sold him for twenty 
pieces of silver. 

.■ The brothers c!.i.ppe(l; Joseph ^'S co2.tr in 
some:goafs blood and' took;?it\torJa-cobo. ' 
They asked their, father, 'Js.tliis' Joseph^s 
coat?^' ■ 

. Ar sighr- of the ^ bloody coat, .Jacob ' : 
cried ■ aioiid, it is my, son's coat.' A beast 
has devoured, him!" ^ 

... Joseph sold by, his brothers is a figure 
of Christ, who was sold by-.'J.udas, one of ■ 
his . Apostles, for., thirty- pieces'' ' of silver. 







JJlIWMg 




ps 

ti. ;;;pj}| 




Merchants paid twenty pieces of silver for Joseph. 

I|||:; 1^55 him ; ; 


Joseph said, “With God’s help I shall interpret 
yonr dreams.” 







seph in Prison 

mer- Joseph explained : ‘ ‘The three branches 
sold are three days. Within three days the king 
ing’s will forgive you. He will take you back 
and into his service. Do not forget to help 
me out of prison when you are free." The 
ladly promised to help Joseph 
when he should again be with the king. 

The baker had dreamed that he carried 
three baskets on his head. The topmost 
soon grew to trust basket contained all kinds of pastry. The 

c birds of the air came to eat out of it. 

Joseph explained, "The three baskets 


him to Putiphar, a captain in the 1 
army. Putiphar came to trust Josepf 
made him chief servant in his house. 

One day Putiphar s wife became very butler 
angry and told her husband a wicked lie 
about Joseph. Putiphar believed her. and 
sent- Josepli, to prison. ■ 

The chief keeper soon grew to trust 
Joseph. He gave him charge of all the other 
prisoners, among whom were the chief 
butler and the chief baker of the king. 

One morning Joseph saw the two 
servants of the king very sad. When he 
asked them the reason, they answered, 

^ We have each dreamed a dream, but there 
is no one to tell us the meaning.” 

'With God s helo, I shall (>vnl3in 
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21, The King’s Dream (ms b.c.) 


'JWO years later the king of Egypt bad 

two very strange dreams. He dreamed 
that he was standing near a river when out 
of it came seven fat and beautiful cows. 
As they grazed in a meadow, out of the 
river came seven lean and ugly cows. These 
lean cows ate up the fat cows. 

The king was frightened because of his 
dream, and woke up. But when he slept 
again, he dreamed that seven full and 
good ears of corn grew upon one stalk. 
Then seven thin and withered ears grew 
upon the same stalk. And the seven thin 
ears ate up the seven good ears. 

The king was greatly troubled. He 
sent for all the wise men in Egypt to 
explain his dreams, but nobody could tell 
him their meaning. 

At last the chief butler remembered 
Joseph and said, ‘‘When the chief baker 
and I were in prison, we had strange 
dreams. A young Israelite in prison 
explained them. And everything happened 
as he said.” 

The king sent for Joseph, who was 
hurriedly taken from prison. The king 
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then said to Joseph, “I have heard that 
you can tell the meaning of dreams. Can 
you explain mine?” 

Joseph replied, ‘‘God will help me 
explain the king’s dreams.” 

And so the king told all that he 
had dreamed about the cows and the 
ears of corn. 

Joseph said, ‘The two dreams are 
one. God has showed the king what 

He is about to do. The seven fat cows 
are seven years of plenty. The seven good 
ears of corn are those same seven years of 
plenty. The seven lean cows are seven 
years of famine. The seven thin ears are 
those same seven years of famine. 

‘‘The dreams mean the same and are 
one. There will come seven years of 

great plenty throughout Egypt. After 
these seven years of plenty will come 

seven years of famine. Let the king 

choose a v/ise man to rule over Egypt. 
Let this ruler gather corn during the 
years of plenty, so that the people may 
have food during the seven years of 
famine.” 
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22. Joseph as Governor 

^J'HE king heard all that Joseph said, and 
was pleased. He said to his servants, 

Gan we find another man as full of the 
spirit of God?” And to Joseph he said. 

Is there any man wiser than you are? 

God has showed you all these things. You 
shall be ruler of Egypt, and all shall 
acknowledge you. No one shall be above 
you except me, who am the king.’' 

Removing his ring, the king put it 
Joseph s finger as a sign of authority, that 
all might obey him. Xhe king also gave 
him one of his chariots. Wher 
went, a soldier walked before his chariot, 
crying aloud, “Bow the knee, because 
Joseph, who is made the governor of 
Egypt, is coming!” 

JiOseph preferred to go to prison rather 
than offend God. Even in this life God 
rewarded him with wealth and honor. 

Soon the seven years of plenty arrived. 

All over Egypt there were rich harvests. 

The earth yielded its products abundantly. 

Every one had more than he needed. 

Joseph commanded the people to store 


away as much grain as they could. He 
built great storehouses, where he gathered 
in the grain that was as plentiful as the 
sands of the sea. At the end of the seven 
years of plenty, Joseph had filled very 
many stotehouses to ovetf lowing,. ' 

The years of plenty passed, and the 
years of famine that Joseph had 
in. Such a famine had 
■e. It was only in 


seven ’ 
foretold bega 
on been seen befor 

that there was food. 

When the famine began, and the 
■ever Joseph Egyptians had eaten up all their grain, the 
people cried out to the king to feed them, 
or they would all die of hunger. The 
king said to them, "Go to Joseph. Do 
whatever he commands.” 

Joseph ordered the great storehouses to 
be opened one by one. Grain Was sold to 
the people. No one died of hunger in 
Egypt, because Joseph had wisely stored 
up grain during the plentiful years. 

Soon other lands heard about the food 
in Egypt. From far and near people came 
to buy grain of Josenh. 
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23. Joseph and His Brothers in Egypt (i706 b.c.) 


JN CHANAAN there was great suffering 
because of the famine. One day Jacob 
sent his ten oldest sons to buy corn in 
Egypt. He kept only his youngest, Benja- 
min, whom he loved best, with him. 

As soon as Joseph saw his brothers, he 
knew them ; but they did not recognize 
him. He pretended to believe them spies, 
and cast one of them, Simeon, into prison. 
Then he gave them as much corn as they 
could carry, saying, “Bring Benjamin to 
see me, and I will set Simeon free.” 

When Jacob learned from his sons 
what Joseph wanted, he was sad for fear 
some harm would befall Benjamin. He 
refused to let the little boy go. 

Soon the corn that the brothers 
had brought was gone. Jacob told his sons 
to buy some more. But they said, “We 
cannot, unless you let Benjamin go with 
us, or Joseph will not sell us corn.” 

^ Juda, one of the brothers, promised to 
bring back Benjamin. Finally Jacob agreed 
to let his youngest son go, and the 
brothers set out for Egypt. 

When Joseph saw Benjamin, he wept 
for joy. He prepared a banquet for his 


brothers. He ordered that their sacks should 
be filled with corn. 

At last the brothers started back for 
Chanaan. They had not gone far when 
a servant of Joseph's overtook them. 
“You have stolen my master’s silver cup,” 
said he. 

To prove their innocence, the brothers 
asked to be searched. The cup was found 
in Benjamin's sack. Ashamed and bewil- 
dered, they returned to Joseph’s house. 

Now Joseph had ordered a servant to 
pu£ the cup secretly in Benjamin’s sack. 
When his brothers returned, he said, “Let 
Benjamin, in whose sack my cup was 
found, remain as my servant. The rest of 
you may return to your father’s house.” 

Juda cried, “Take me as your servant! 
What shall I say to my father if Benjamin 
does not return? Jacob will die of grief.” 

Joseph could no longer restrain him- 
self. Weeping before them, he said, “I am 
Joseph your brother!” 

Joseph pardoning his brothers who 
had sold him into Egypt is a figure of 
Jesus Christ forgiving our sins if we 
repent and make a humble confession. 
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Jacob cried oat, “Now I sball die with joy, for I have seen yonr face!” 
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24. Jacob in Egypt 


Joseph prepared gifts for his brothers to 
take hack to Jacob. He also sent 
wagons full of food. He told them to 
return to Chanaan to bring back Jacob 
and all their families and goods to Egypt. 

When his sons told Jacob that Joseph 
was alive, he could not believe the news. 
But when he saw the gifts and wagons, he 
exclaimed, “Joseph really lives! I will go 
and see him before I die.” 

Soon they set out for Egypt. One 
night, as Jacob slept, God said to him, 
“Fear not. Go to Egypt. There I will 
make of you a great nation. And twill 
surely bring you back to Chanaan.” 

In order to let Joseph know of their 
arrival, Juda went ahead of the rest. 
Joseph, riding in his chariot, went to meet 
Jacob in Gessen. Upon seeing his father, 
he embraced him and wept with joy. In 
his happiness dacob cried out, “Now I 
shall die with joy, for I have seen your 
face, and know that you are alive!” 

With the king’s consent, Joseph gave 
his father and his brothers rich land in 


Gessen, where they were to live and 
pasture their flocks. He gave the king’s 
cattle in their charge. He presented Jacob 
to the king, whom Jacob blessed. 

The Israelites lived in Gessen seven- 
teen years. Jacob died there when he was 
one hundred forty-seven years old. Before 
his death he charged Joseph to bury him 
with Abraham and Isaac back in Chanaan. 
Then he called his twelve sons, and gave 
each one a blessing. 

To Juda he gave the greatest blessing, 
saying; “You shall rule over your enemies. 
The sons of your father shall bow down 
before you. The sceptre shall not be taken 
away from Juda till He come that is to 
be sent, and He shall be the Expectation 
of Nations.” 

This prophecy, which clearly foretold 
the time when the Messias would come. 
Was accomplished when Herod, the first 
foreigner, ruled over Judea. In Herod the 
sceptre passed from Juda. 

And then Jesus Christ was born, as it 
had been foretold. 
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25. Tlie Trials of 


|URING the time of Joseph^ there lived 
im the land of Hus, in Arabia, a man 
called Job, an upright man, who loved 
God and avoided sin. He had seven sons 
and three daughters. He owned seven 
thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five 
hundred oxen and five hundred asses, as 
well as many other riches. 

One day God wished to prove the 
goodness of Job. God spoke to Satan, 
saying, “Have you seen My servant Job? 
There is none like him on earth, a perfect 
and^ mpright man, fearing God and 
avoiding evil.” 

Satan replied that it was easy for Job 
to be good, because he was rich. 

God answered Satan, “You can do 
what you will to Job’s possessions, but 
do not hurt his body. You shall see how 
he will remain faithful to Me in spite of 
what you do to him.” 

Soon after, a messenger arrived before 
Job, to tell him that the Sabeans had 
taken his oxen and asses, and had slain all 
his servants. Almost at the same moment 
another messenger arrived to announce 
that all Job’s sheep and shepherds had been 


struck by lightning. A third messenger 
came to say that the Chaldeans had taken 
JoD s camels and slain those who took 
care of them. 

At last a fourth messenger arrived. 
He brought the worst news of all. He 
announced, ‘As your sons and daughters 
were eating and drinking, there came a 
strong wind from the desert. It shook the 
whole house. The house fell and killed all 
your sons and daughters. I alone escaped 
to tell you.” 

\vTen he heard all the misfortunes 
that had happened, Job was filled with 
great sorrow. But he did not sin by 
blaming God, nor by feeling discontented. 

Instead, Job fell upon his face, and 
adored God. He exclaimed, “The Lord 
gave, and the Lord has taken away! 
Blessed be the Name of the Lord!” God 
v/as very much pleased with Job, because 
of his faith and love. 

Job is a figure of Jesus Christ Who 
endured sorrow and agony, but did not 
complain. From Job’s story we also 
learn how far sometimes God permits the 
devil to exercise his power. 
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God delivered Job from his sufferings and rewarded Ms faith and patience. 
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26 . Tlie Reward of Patience 


I 


^NE day Satan appeared before God and 
said. Job is faithful to You because 
I cannot hurt his body. If You let me 
touch his person, he will curse You, and 
will no longer be patient.” 

So God allowed Satan to hurt Job’s 
body, telling him only to spare his life. 
Satan caused sores to break out all over 
the body of Job, from the soles of his feet 
to the top of his head. 

Jiob did not complain. With a piece 
of broken pottery, he scraped his sores as 
he sat among the ashes. His wife angrily 
said, “Are you still patient?” 

You talk like a foolish woman,” 
replied Job. “If we have received good 
things from the hands of God, why 
should we not receive evil?” 

Three of Job’s friends arrived to visit 
him. They were very sorry, and stayed 
seven days without saying a word, because 
they knew how much Job suffered. 

After seven days. Job began speaking 
of his sorrows. They said that his trials 
must be a punishment for his sins. 
But he answered that he had done no 


I wrong. 


Job said, “Although He should kill 
me, I will trust in Him. He shall be my 
Saviour. For I know that my Redeemer 
lives, and in the last day I shall rise out 
of the earth, and in my flesh I shall see my 
God. He knows my way, and has tried 
me as gold that passes through the fire. 
My foot has followed His steps; I have 
kept His way. I have not departed from 
the commandments of his lips.” 

Job loved God so much that he 
was granted the gift of prophecy. He 
spoke of God as if he had been talkinv 
with Him. 

God was much pleased with the 
patience of Job. He took pity on him, and 
delivered him from his sufferings. He gave 
him twice the amount of riches that he had 
before. He had fourteen thousand sheep, 
six thousand camels, one thousand oxen, 
and one thousand asses. God also gave 
him seven sons and three daughters. Job 
lived happily till he was one hundred and 
forty years old. 

Even in this life, and always in 
Heaven, God rewards those who are 
faithful to Him. 
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27 , The Rescue o£ Moses (1571 b.^ 


^^^FTER the death of Jacob, his descendants 
lived many years in Egypt. They 
became very rich because they worked hard 
and long. Their number increased rapidly 
till finally they spread all over the land. 
Everywhere they went, they were called 
■‘Children of Israel”, or “Israelites”, 
because Jacob’s name was Israel. 

After many years a new king ruled 
Egypt. He was afraid of the Israelites 
because of their number and industry. 
He said to the Egyptians, “Let us be 
harsh with the Israelites, so that they 
may not increase. For they may become 
our enemies, and rule over us. 

In spite of the cruel treatment, how- 
ever, the Israelites continued to increase in 
number. At last the king ordered that 
every baby boy born of the Israelites 
should be cast into the river to die. 

At this time, a baby boy was born 
to an Israelite woman of the tribe 
of Levi. For three months she hid 
the child in her home. When it was 
no longer possible to hide him, she wove 
a basket of grasses. She covered the. 


basket with mud and pitch, so that, 
the water would not get in. Putting 
the baby in the basket, she laid it 
among the reeds near the river bank. To 
her daughter she said, “Miriam, stand near. 
See what happens to the baby.” 

After a while the king’s daughter came 
to bathe in the river. She saw the basket 
among the reeds, and ordered one of her 
maids to fetch it. 

When the basket was opened, the 
princess saw the baby, who was crying. She 
took pity on the child and decided to save 
him. “This is one the Israelite children,” 
she said. 

Miriam saw all that had taken place. 
Running forward, she asked the princess, 
“Shall I get an Israelite woman to nurse 
the baby?” 

The princess consented, and Miriam 
hurried to fetch her mother. 

“lake the child,” the princess said to 
the mother. “Nurse it for me. I will pay 
you wages.” The mother gladly took 
the baby home. She nursed it until it was 
grown up. This child was Moses. 













28. The Flight of Moses 11531 B.C.) 



■^^HEN Moses was grown up, his mother 
gave him back to the king’s daughter. 
The princess took him to live with her in 
the palace, and loved him as her own son. 

“I will call him Moses,” she decided, 
“for I drew him out of the water.” 

The lad grew up to be strong and 
good. Although he lived like a prince in 
the palace, he was not happy, because he 
was troubled by the sufferings of his 
people, the Israelites. 

Moses was sorry for his people, whom 
the Egyptians treated cruelly. All kinds 
of burdens were laid on them. The 
Israelites had to do much heavy work, 
such as digging, and carrying great stones 
for the structures that the Egyptians 
built. 

Day and night the Israelites had to 
work. They did not rest, however tired 
they might be, until their Egyptian masters 
gave them permission. Moses suffered 
to see his people placed under such 
cruel masters. 

One day Moses saw an Egyptian strike 
one of the Israelite laborers. How anvrv 


Moses wasi In his anger he struck down 
the Egyptian and killed him. 

The king learned what Moses had 
done, and decided to put him to death. 
Afraid of the king’s anger, Moses fled to 
a country called Madian. 

One day Moses sat beside a well to 
rest. The seven daughters of a man called 
Jethro arrived to give their flocks drink. 
After a while some shepherds came, and 
began pushing the girls aside. 

Moses was angry at the rude shepherds 
and drove them away. Then drawing 
water, he helped the girls give their sheep 
drink. 

When the daughters of Jethro arrived 
home, they told their father all that had 
happened at the well. 

“Where is this good man?” asked 
Jethro. Call him, that I may show him 
my gratitude.” 

Jethro made Moses welcome in his 
house. Later on, Moses married one of 
Jethro’s daughters, and took care of 
Jethro s flocks. He lived in Madian for 







Oa Mount Horeb Moses saw fire appear from a busb buf u 
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29. The Burninof Bush 


j C3^'^ day Moses led his flock to graze 
f near Mount Horeb. There he saw a 

I wonderful sight. Fire appeared from a 
= bush, and the bush burned brilliantly, but 
I it was not consumed. From the burning 
I bush God spoke to Moses. 

I “I have heard the prayers of the 

I children of Israel. I have seen how they 
I suffer at the hands of the Egyptians,” 
I God said. “I will deliver them from their 
i masters, and take them to a land flowing 
I with milk and honey. Go, therefore, to 
I the king of Egypt, and ask him to let the 
I Israelites go to the desert to offer sacrifice.” 
I “But who am I.” objected Moses, 

I “that the king and the Israelites should 
I believe me when I tell them that You 
I have sent me?” 

I So God gave Moses signs by which 
I he could convince the children of Israel. 

I God bade him cast his rod upon the 
I ground. The rod turned to a serpent. 

I When God commanded him to take it up, 

I it became a rod once more. 

I Then God said, "If they will not yet 
I believe, take water out of the river, pour it 


out upon the dry land, and the water ! 
shall be turned into blood.” t 

“By those signs,” God said, “the Is- | 
raelites will believe that I have sent you.” | 
Still Moses was unwilling. He told I 
God that he was slow of speech. I 

God became angry at Moses, and said, | 
“Who made man’s mouth? Or who made ! 
the dumb and the deaf, the seeing and the | 
blind? Go, I will be with you to teach | 
you what to say. Take your brother I 
Aaron to speak for you.” I 

Moses bade Jethro goodby, and set I 
out with his wife and children for Egypt. J 
On the way they were met by Aaron, to | 
whom Moses told all that God had com- I 
manded him at Mount Horeb. I 

Upon their arrival in Egypt, Moses | 
and Aaron called the Israelites. Aaron j 
gave them God’s message. Moses showed f 
them the wonderful signs. The Israelites f 
believed, and were happy. | 

To thank God for having sent Moses I 
to deliver them from slavery, the Israelites | 
fell down on their knees and worshipped I 
God. I 


I ^ : 
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A^ cast his rod down before the king:. Immediately it became a serpent. 





30. Tlie Punisliment of Egypt 


pSES and Aaron went to ask the king 
of Egypt, in the name of the Lord, to 
let the Israelites go to sacrifice in the desert. 

The king answered, "Who is the Lord, 
that I should hear His voice? I do not 
know Him. I will not let the Israelites 
go.” Then he ordered his servants to give 
the Israelites more work, so that they 
might not have time to think of offering 
sacrifices. 

"Let them make the same number of 
bricks they have been making,” he said, 
"but let them find their own straw. Do 
not give them any straw for the bricks.” 

When the Israelites were given harder 
work, they blamed Moses and Aaron for 
their troubles. Moses said to God, "Why 
do You allow the people to suffer so 
much? Since I came, the king has treated 
them more harshly than before. Why 
have You sent me?” 

God answered Moses, "You shall see 
what I shall do to the king. Go to the 
Israelites and tell them that I shah free 
them from their slavery.” But the Israelites 
would no longer listen to Moses. 


Moses and Aaron again went to the 
king. They asked him to let the Israelites 
go. To prove that they came at God’s com- 
mand, Aaron cast his rod down before the 
king. Immediately it became a serpent. 

The king called his magicians. The 
magicians cast their rods down, and their 
rods turned into serpents also. But Aaron’s 
rod ate up all the other rods. Nevertheless 
the king refused to let the Israelites go. 

And so God punished the land of 
Egypt. Every time that the king refused the 
request of Moses, God sent the Egyptians a 
new affliction. In all He sent ten plagues. 

First, the water in the river turned to 
blood. Second, frogs in grfeat numbers 
filled the land. Third, the dust was 
changed into small insects so numerous 
that they covered everything. Fourth, came 
a pest of flies. Fifth, an epidemic killed all 
the cattle. Sixth, boils broke out on man 
and beast. Seventh, hail and lightning fell. 
Eighth, locusts ate up what the hail had 
left. Ninth, darkness covered Egypt. 

Still the king refused to let the Children 
of Israel go. So God sent the tenth plague. 










31, The First Pasch (1491 B.C. 


JN SPITE of all that God had sent to 
punish Egypt, the king was hard- 
hearted, and would not let the Israelites go. 

Therefore God said to Moses, “I will 
send one more plague upon the Egyptians. 
Then the king will let you go.” 

‘‘Let each family kill a young lamb 
and sprinkle the doorposts of the house 
with its blood. Let the lamb be roasted, 
and eaten at night with unleavened bread 
and bitter herbs,” Moses directed the 
children of Israel. “For the Angel of Death 
will pass through the land to destroy all 
the first-born of the Egyptians. When he 
sees the blood on your doorposts, he will 
pass on. He will not punish you or your 
children.” This was the first Pasch. 

The Israelites did as Moses bade them. 
At midnight the Angel of Death passed 
through Egypt, destroying all the first- 
born— from the first-born of the king to 
the first-born of the poorest Egyptian- — ■ 
and taking also the first-born of all ani- 
mals. In every Egyptian house there was 
sorrow and weeping, because of the death 
of all the first-born. 




Among the Israelites no one died. The 
Angel of Death spared them v’^hen he saw 
the blood of the lamb on their doorposts. 

In despair and fear, the king sent for 
Aioses and Aaron during the night. “Go,” 
said he. “Take your flocks and your 
people. Leave Egypt. Go and serve your 
God, for if you do not, we shall all die.” 

The Egyptian people also urged the 
Israelites to go, saying, “If you do not 
hasten, we shall all be dead men.” They 
even gave the Israelites jewels and precious 
ornaments, crying to them, “Take every- 
thing and go, that we may live.” 

The lamb that the Israelites killed for 
the first Pasch is a figure of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. As the blood of the Paschal 
Iamb saved the Isralites from the Angel of 
Death, so the Blood of our Lord saves our 
souls from death through sin. The Israelites 
celebrated the Feast of the Pasch (Easter) 
in memory of their liberation from their 
slavery in Eg'' pt. Today Christians cele- 
brate the Feast of Easter (Pasch) in 
memory of the Resurrection of Our Lord, 
Who freed us from the slavery of sin. 
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32. Miraculous Passage 

[OSES led the Children of Israel out of 
Egypt. They were about 600,000 
men, besides wornen and children. They 
took along all their flocks and herds. 
They also took with them the bones of 
Joseph. And with all their goods they set 
out for the Promised Land. 

God guided them during the journey. 
He went before them by day in a pillar of 
cloud, and by night in a pillar of fire. 
They could march, because of the light, by 
night as well as by day. The pillar of cloud 
and fire is a figure of Jesus Christ, Who 
is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” 

As soon as the Israelites had left, the 
king was sorry that he had let them go. 
He had lost the best workers in the land. 


Througli the Red Sea 

The pillar of cloud that had gone 
before the Israelites to show them the way 
went behind them, hiding them from the 
Egyptians. Then, in obedience to God’s 
command, Moses stretched his hands over 
the Red Sea. Immediately the waters were 
divided, and rolled back on both sides. 

The Israelites passed over dry land 
across the Red Sea to the other side. The 
Egyptian army followed them. But as 
soon as the Israelites were safe on shore, 
Moses stretched forth his hand once more. 
The waters were united and flowed 
together as before. All the king's chariots, 
and horses, and soldiers were drowned in 
the sea. Nothing of the Egyptians was 
left on the shore. 


I And so he prepared an army to pursue The Children of Israel saw everything ! 
I the Israelites and bring them back. that happened to the Egyptians. They | 

! The Children of Israel had stopped to knew then that God was protecting them | 

I rest on the shores of the Red Sea. When from their enemies. They knew that He j 

I they saw the king’s army, they were afraid, had led them out of the land of bondage. | 

I They blamed Moses, crying to him, “Why With Moses and Aaron, the children of ! 



did you bring us out of Egypt to die in 
this desert?” But Moses answered, “God 
will protect us. Do not fear.” 


Israel rejoiced and sang hymns of praise to 
show their gratitude to God for all His 
goodness to them. 
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33. Manila in tlie Wilderness 


^FTER crossing the Red Sea, the Israelites 
came to a desert. Through it they 
wandered three days. They became very 
thirsty, for there was no water anywhere. 

At last the Israelites arrived at Mara. 
But here the water was so bitter that 
they could not drink. They blamed Moses 
angrily for their hardships. “What shall 
we drink?” they asked him. 

Moses pray to God, Who showed 
him a tree. “If you cast the tree into the 
water, the people can drink, for the water 
will become sweet,” God said. 

Rioses took the tree and threw it into 
the bitter water of Mara. Immediately the 
water turned sweet, and the Children of 
Israel could drink. 

After some time the Israelites had no 
more food. They had eaten up all the food 
they had brought out of Egypt. Again they 
murmured against Moses, “Why did we 
leave Egypt? It would have been better if 
we had stayed, for there we could eat. 
Here we shall all die of hunger.” 

Then God spoke to Moses, “Tell the 
people that I will send them meat in the 
evening and bread in the morning. Then 


they may eat, and know that I am watch- 
ing over them.” 

That evening many birds came. The 
people caught them and ate. In the morn- 
ing the ground was covered with small 
white seeds. The Israelites called these seeds 
manna, and gathered them for food. 

Moses said, “This is the bread which 
the Lord has given you to eat. Gather as 
much as you need for the day.” 

The Israelites obeyed. What was left 
on the ground melted when the sun arose. 

On the sixth day Moses said, “Gather 
today enough to last you two days. 
Tomorrow, the seventh day, is holy, and 
you cannot gather manna.” On that day 
manna did not fall. In this way God 
showed that His day must be kept holy. 

God sent the Israelites manna for forty 
years in the wilderness, until they reached 
the borders of Chanaan. 

Manna was a type of the Eucharistic 
Bread, the Body and Blood of Our Lord, 
which comes from heaven to feed our souls 
during the time of our mortal pilgrimage 
till we come at last to our eternal home. 
Heaven, the true land of promise. 
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34. The Ten Commandments 


Jn the third month after the Children 

of Israel had left Egypt, they arrived 
near Mount Sinai, and encamped at the 
foot of the mountain. 

God called Moses and said to him, 
“Go and prepare the people. On the third 
day I will appear before them." 

In the morning of the third day there 
was thunder and lightning. A thick cloud 
appeared on the mountain. A trumpet 
sounded loudly. 

The Israelites trembled with fear. 
Moses brought them out of their camp to 
the foot of Mount Sinai, which shook 
violently and smoked like a furnace. The 
trumpet blew louder and louder. Then 
God began to speak from the cloud. 

The fear of the Israelites increased. 
Drawing back from the mountain, they 
begged Moses, “Let not God speak to us, 
lest we die.’’ 

“Do not be afraid,’’ said Moses. “God 
shows Himself to you in order that you may 
fear Him. Then you will not fall into sin.’’ 

Moses then went up Mount Sinai to 
speak with God. 

On Mount Sinai God spoke and said: 


I am the Lord thy God, Who brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage. 

“Thou shalt not have strange gods 
before me. 

Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain. 

“Remember that thou keep holy the 
Sabbath day. 

“Honor thy father and thy mother. 

“Thou shalt not kil l. 

“Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

“Thou shalt not steal. 

“Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbour. 

“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s 
wife. 

“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s 
goods.” 

These are what we today call the Ten 
Commandments. 

From that time every year the Israelites 
celebrated the Feast of Pentecost in memory 
of the descent of God on Mount Sinai. 
We Christians celebrate the Feast of 
Pentecost in honor of the descent of the 
Holy Ghost on the Apostles. 
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35. The Golden Calf 


I.OD again called Moses to Mount Sinai. 
For forty days and forty nights Moses 
siyed there, listening to the words of 
Od. Finally God gave him two stone 
sibs on which were written the Ten Com- 
randments. 

Meanwhile the Israelites had become 
■;red waiting for Moses. They went to 
laron and said, “Make us gods to wor- 
hip. Moses does not return. We do not 
inow what has happened to him.” 

“Bring me all the gold ornaments of 
'ouf wives and daughters,” said Aaron. 

When the ornaments were brought, he 
nelted them and then formed a golden calf. 
The people said: “Here is your god, O 


Moses descended Mount Sinai. As he came 
near the camp, he saw the golden calf. The 
people were dancing before it. 

In his anger Moses threw down the 
two slabs of stone, breaking them into 
thousands of pieces. He took the golden 
calf and flung it into the fire. The people 
were sorry for their sins and did penance. 

Again Moses went up to Mount Sinai, 
to pray for the people. God told Moses to 
make two tables of stone like the ones he 
had broken. On them Moses wrote the 
Ten Commandments. 

God told Moses to have a beautiful box 
made, lined and covered with gold. On the 
cover were to be placed the golden images 



! Israel.” 

I The Israelites worshipped the golden 
I calf and sacrificed before it. On the mount, 
i God said to Moses, “Go down, for the 
f people are sinning against Me. They have 
f turned from the ways I taught, and are 
I worshipping a golden calf. I will destroy 
I them, because they are ungrateful.” But 
i Moses prayed God to spare the people, 
i Then, carrying the two tables of stone, 

i 

I , 


of two angels. This was to be the Ark of | 
the Covenant. Inside this box the two | 
tables of Law were to be kept. A linen tent | 
embroidered in beautiful colors was to be | 
made to house the Ark of the Covenant. | 
This tent was the Tabernacle. I 

The Israelites made all these things, as f 
God had ordered. The Tabernacle became I 
the center of God’s worship until the I 
Temple of Solomon was built. j 
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The Holy of Holies, a part of the Tabernacle, housed the Ark of the Covenant, 





36. The Tabernacle and Sacrifices 


J^^OSES was with God in the mountain for 
forty days and nights. When he went 
down, his face was radiant from his talk 
with God, and sent forth rays like horns. 
The Israelites could not look upon him, so 
that Moses had to cover his face with a veil. 

Moses at once built the Tabernacle, 
which was divided into two parts: the Holy 
of Holies, and the Sanctuary. The Holy of 
Holies housed the Ark of the Covenant, 
which contained the Tables of Law. 

In the Sanctuary were the Show Bread, 
the seven-branched candlestick, and the 
Altar of Incense. The altar of holocausts, 
upon which the sacrifices were offered in 
sight of the people, and the brazen basin in 
which the priests purified themselves before 
any sacred ceremony, were in the portico 
surrounding the Tabernacle. 

The Ark was a figure of the tabernacle 
in Catholic churches; the Holy of Holies, 
of the altar on which Mass is said; the 
Sanctuary, of the place occupied by our 
priests; and the portico, of the body of the 
church, where the people now worship. 

The Show Bread, consisting of twelve 
loaves, was a figure of the Blessed Eucha- 
rist, daily offered to God in thanksgiving 
for all His graces. The seven-branched 


candlestick symbolized the Holy Ghost and 
His seven gifts in the Church. 

The sacrifices of the Old Law were 
either bloody, in which were offered 
animals; or unbloody, in which were 
offered cakes and unleavened bread and 
wine. The bloody sacrifices prefigured the 
bloody sacrifice of Christ upon the Cross; 
the unbloody were a type of the Sacrifice 
of the Mass. The sacrifices of the Old Law 
ceased with the Sacrifice of Christ on 
Calvary. Today we have only one true 
Sacrifice: Holy Mass. 

The chief religious feasts were: the 
Pasch or Passover, in memory of the deli- 
verance out of Egypt; Pentecost, in remem- 
bmnce of the Law received from Mount 
Sinai; the Tabernacles, to commemorate 
the wanderings in the desert; and the Ex- 
piation, in which the priest sacrificed for 
his own and his people’s sins. 

God also gave rules about the priest- 
hood. The order of ministers was: the 
highpriest, the priests, and the Levites. 

By God’s command, the people were 
to support the priests and Levites serving 
at the altar. In the same way, we have 
that obligation to support the priests of 
our Church. 


















^7. The Twelve Spies - V 

^ ItAR after the Israelites had camped at with milk and honey. If the Lord is with 

, of Mount Sinai, Moses led us, we shall possess that land and live 

Aem towards Chanaan. To guide them, there happily.” 

vjoq ocnt^a to go before them. The Israelites were frightened, and did 

ne ay o . told Moses to send men not want to go. Murmuring against 
o .ook over the land of Chanaan which Moses, they said to each other, "Let us 
c la promised the Israelites. Moses choose another leader to take us back to 
Chose one man from each of the twelve Egypt.” 

tribes into vhich the Children of Israel To Moses they cried, “Why have you 
wer»^^\i^e . brought us to this land to die? Would it 

o t ^e twe ve men Moses said. Go not be better for us to return to Egypt?” 
an see w at sort of land it is. See what God was very much displeased because 
peop L are mng^ there now. Find out the people had no faith. He would have 
W 16 t ICr t.'lC Isnd is good or b 3 .d. dp5itfOVPr1 thuym ' Knt-. TTi-ni! . tni 


The twelve spies journeyed to the have patience. 


To Moses they cried, ‘‘Why have you 
brought us to this land to die? Would it 
not be better for us to return to Egypt?” 

God was very much displeased because 
the people had no faith. He would have 
destroyed them, but Moses prayed Him to 


Promised Land. They stayed there forty 
days. 


God forgave the people, but said, “I 
will punish them. None of those who are 


pon t eir return to the Israelite camp, twenty years old and over, and murmured 


they carried with them an enormous cluster 
of grapes and other good fruits. They 
reported, “The land is very rich. But it 
has strong inhabitants and great walled 
cities. The people are as large as giants.” 

However, two of the spies, Caleb and 


against Me, shall reach the Promised Land. 
Only Caleb and Josue shall enter it. For 
forty years the Children of Israel shall 
wander in the desert.” 

Moses who so often prayed God to 
pardon the Israelites was a figure of our 


Josue, advised. Let us go to that land, for Lord Jesus Christ Who intercedes for us 
we can conquer it. The country is flowing before the Eternal Father. 










in tlie Desert 

Me you shall not lead the people into the 
Promised Land.” 

The Children of Israel were very un- 
grateful to God in the desert, in spite of 
so many benefits they received from Him. 
They even murmured against God. They 
blamed Moses for all their troubles, saying, 
“Why did you bring us out of Egypt to 
die in the wilderness? Here we have no 
water. We are tired of eating manna, and 
there is no other bread.” 

To punish the wicked people, God sent 
serpents to bite them. Many of them died. 
The people went to Moses and bevved him 


'J’HE Children of Israel wandered forty 
years in the desert. Several times they 
again forgot God and murmured against 
Moses and Aaron. 

Once, when they could not find fruit or 
water, they were angry and said to Moses, 
‘Why have you brought us into this desert 
to die? Here no fruit, or grain, or vine, will 
grow. We cannot even find water to drink.” 

Moses and Aaron went to the Taber- 
nacle to pray for the people. God told 
Moses to strike a rock before the 
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Tlie Arrival at the Promised Land (usi b.c. 


^FTER the Israelites had wandered forty 

^ years m the desert. Moses one day 
called them together. As God had com- 
manded him, he told them that Josue 
should succeed him as their leader. 

Then Moses went up Mount Nebo, 
from where God showed him the Promised 
Land. “That is the land I will mve 
to the children of Israel,” God said, 
but you shall not enter it, because you 
doubted Me.” 

Moses died at the age of one hundred 
and twenty years. He was a wise ruler, an 
Illustrious Prophet, and a great Saint. He 
wrote the first five books of the Bible 
called the Pentateuch. 

After the death of Moses, God said to 
dosue, ‘Arise and lead the people into the 
- romised Land. As I was with Moses, so 
shall be with you. I will never forsake 
you. Take courage and be strong.” 

So Josue took command of the Is- 
raelites. He sent two spies before him 
across the river Jordan into the city of 
Jericho. The two spies stayed in the house 
of a woman named Rahab. The house 
was built near the walls of the city. When 


the king of Jericho heard that there were 
two Israelites in Rahab’s house, he ordered 
up to him. But she hid 

rF that 

hp^ uight came, she 

elped them escape by letting them down 
with a rope out of a window. 

saM^i^T^T Vu und 

All Vf Siven us Jericho. 

All the people there are afraid of us ” 

Josue prepared the Children of Israel 
to cross the Jordan to Jericho. The priests 
went first, carrying the Ark of the Cove- 

Jnr^'c they stepped into the 

Jordan, the waters went back on both sides, 

bamt dry passage to the other 

bank The Israelites crossed safely through 

his dry passage to the opposite bank of 
the river, in this way, after many years of 
wanoering the Israelites came at last to the 
promised Land. There the manna ceased 
to fall, because the land was flowing with 
niilk and honey* 

The Promised Land is a figure of 
Heaven. Once in Heaven, we shall see God 
face to face and no longer under the 

appearances of bread and wine. 
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Josue commanded, “Shout, for the Lord has delivered the city to you. 








The Taking of Jericho 


the people of Jericho heard how 
the Israelites had crossed the Jordan, 
they were very much afraid. They closed 
all the gates in the walls of the city. 

Josue ordered the people to march with 
the priests carrying the Ark before them, 
around the walls once a day for six days. 
As they marched, they made no noise, ex- 
cept for seven priests who continually blew 
trumpets. On the seventh day the Israelites 
went around the walls seven times. 

Then Josue commanded, “Shout, for 
the Lord has delivered the city to you.” 
The priests blew loudly on their trumpets, 
and the people gave a great shout. And all 
at once the walls of Jericho fell down. 

The Israelites entered and took the city. 
They killed all the inhabitants, except the 
family of Rahab, who had protected the 
two spies. After killing the people of 
Jericho, the Israelites set the city on fire, 
destroying it completely. 

Josue fought many other battles. Once, 
because it was getting dark, he com- 


In this way the Children of Israel 
returned to the Promised Land. Before he 
went to Egypt with his sons, Jacob had 
lived in Chanaan. His twelve sons were the 
ancestors of the Israelites. This is why the 
Children of Israel were divided into twelve 
tribes, each tribe being named after on^ of 
Jacob’s sons. The principal tribe was that 
of Juda, from which the Saviour was, 
according to the prophecies, to come. 

J osue divided Chanaan among the 
tribes of Israel. Only the tribe of Levi, 
which was that of the priests, Was not 
given any land, because the priests were 
allowed to live among the other tribes and 
were to be supported by them. 

Josue tried to lead the Israelites to love 
God. He told them that God wanted them 
to conquer the Land of Chanaan because 
there its people worshipped false gods. 

However, after Josue’s death, the Is- 
raelites disobeyed God. They made friends 
With the Chanaanites, and even married 
them. Very soon many of the Children 


manded the sun to stop; it obeyed him, so of Israel forgot God completely, and began 
that the Israelite army won a great victory, to worship idols. 
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IfpOR MANY years God allowed the Israel- 
ites to be troubled by their enemies. 
God however did not abandon the Child- 
ren of Israel. He sent them brave men to 
lead them in battle, and to rule over them. 

These men ruled the Israelites for four 
hundred years. They were called Judges. 
There were in all sixteen Judges who ruled 
Israel. One of the bravest was Gedeon. 

Before Gedeon became Judge, the Israel- 
ites were being troubled by people living in 
Madian near Chanaan. One day, as Gedeon 
was threshing wheat, an Angel appeared 
before him and said, **The Lord is with 
you, O brave Gedeon. Go and save the 
Children of Israel from the Madianites.” 

That night Gedeon took ten of his 
servants to Madian and destroyed the altar 
of Baal, a false god. The Madianites gath- 
ered an army and marched against Israel. 

Gedeon selected three hundred men 
from the Israelite army, and divided them 
into three companies. 

To each man he gave a trumpet and a 


41. The Victory of Gedeon 


pitcher containing a lamp. He said, “Do 
what you see me do. When I blow my 
trumpet, blow yours also." 

Gedeon led his men at midnight against 
the Madianite camp. He blew his trumpet, 
and all his men did so, too. They banged 
their pitchers and held up the lamps, shout- 
ing, “The sword of the Lord and Gedeon!” 

The Madianites were surprised and 
confused by the noise. They began fighting 
among themselves and killing one another. 
The Israelites easily drove them out of the 
country. 

Gedeon led his people against many of 
their other enemies, and won victories for 
them. The Israelites said to Gedeon, “Rule 
over us. Be our king, and let your sons be 
kings after you.” 

But Gedeon answered, “I will not rule 
over you. Neither will my sons rule over 
you. God shall rule over you.” 

Gedeon is a model of a good ruler. He 
feared God and kept the commandments 
of God. God blessed him in all his Ways. 















^MONG the Judges Samson was the one 
most renoMmed for his wonderful 
strength. He was raised up by God to save 
the Israelites from the Philistines. 

Once, when still a young man, Samson 
met a raging lion. He tore the lion to pieces 
Without using any weapon. 

In a battle with the Philistines, he killed 
a thousand men with the jaw-bone of an 
ass. Another time the Philistines heard that 
Samson had gone to Gaza. They locked the 
city gates, so that they might capture him 
in the morning. At midnight Samson rose, 
lifted the gates on his shoulders, and carried 
them with the posts and bolts to the top 
of a neighboring hill. 

Samson married a Philistine woman 
called Dalila. The Philistines offered to 
give her money if she would find out 
wherein his strength lay and how they 
could overcome him. She agreed to betray 
Samson. 

Dalila begged Samson to reveal the 
secret to her, but be refused. However, she 
gave him no rest, and at last he said, "A 
razor has never passed over my head, for I 


42. The Streiigtli of Samson 


am consecrated to God. If my head should 
be shaved, my strength would leave me, 

I should become weak like other men.” 

_ When Samson was asleep, Dalila had 
nis seven locks cut off. His strength left 
him. The Philistines seized him, put out 
his eyes, and cast him into prison. But 
Samson s hair began to grow again. 

One day, the Philistines were feasting 
in their temple. They had Samson brought 
before them, so that they might make fun 
of him. About three thousand persons 
were present. 

Samson said to the ■ little '" boy t that ' 
led him, Let me touch the pillars : which ' 

support the whole house, and let me lean 
against them, to rest myself a little.” 

Then he prayed, “O Lord God, restore 
to me my former strength!” And grasping 
the two pillars, he shook them violently. 
The whole building fell, killing Samson 
and the three thousand Philistines present. 

Dalila was the cause of Samson’s ruin. 
She was a bad companion for him. We 
must keep away from bad companions so 
that we may not be ruined forever. 
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43. The Faithfulness of Ruth 


|NCE, when the Judges were ruling 
Israel, there was a famine. A certain 
man from the tribe of J(Uda therefore took 
his wife and two sons, and went to live in 
the land of Moab. This man died there. 

After several years the two sons married 
women of Moab, named Orpha and Ruth. 


Nothing will part | 


I 


shall die and be buried, 
me from you.” 

Noemi was happy to see Ruth so 
faithful. She let her go along with her to 
the old home in Bethlehem of Judea. 

Noemi and Ruth arrived in Bethlehem 
at the beginning of the harvest. Ruth asked 


two sons also died. Their mother, Noemi, 
was left alone with her sons’ wives. 

Noemi decided to return to her people 
in Israel. She said to her daughters-in-law, 
“Go back to the house of your fathers. 


reapers. She went to the field of Booz, a 
rich relative of Noemi’s husband. 

When Booz saw Ruth, he said to his 
workers, “Let her gather as much as she 
can. Leave some of your grain on the field. 


May_God give you peace and happiness.” so that she may gather more, and do not 
Orpha and Ruth wept, and wanted disturb her.” 


to follow Noemi, but she said, “Go 
back, my daughters.” She then kissed them 
goodby. 

So Orpha left Noemi. But Ruth clung 
to her and would not leave her. She said. 


Ruth Worked in the field of Booz every 
day until evening, to the end of the harvest. 
She did not go to another field, because 
Booz Was kind to her. She gathered after 
the reapers all day, beat out the grain, then 


‘Do not ask me to leave you, to be separated went home and gave it to Noemi. 
from you. For wherever you go, there will Later on, Ruth married Booz, and had 
I p. Wherever you live, there I too will live, a son. This son was named Obed. He 
Your people shall be my people, and your became the father of lesse, who was the 
God my God. Wherever you die, there I father of David, the King. 
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When about ten more years had passed, the permission of Noemi to pick up grain after 
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When Heli heaJDd the news of his son’s death, he fell from his seat, broke Ms neck and died. 
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44. Samuel as ' Jud; 


^^MONG the children of Israel there lived 

a couple named Elcana and Anna. An- 
na was getting old, but still had no child. So 
she prayed to God for one. She promised 
that if God gave her a son, she would give 
him to the Lord all his days. 

God answered Anna’s prayers and sent 
her Samuel. He became one of the wisest 
Judges of Israel. 

When Samuel was yet a little boy, An- 
na his mother took him to serve in the 
Temple. The priest at that time was Heli. 

Anna said, “God sent me this son in 
answer to my prayers. I have brought him 
to serve in the Temple. As long as he lives, 
he belongs to God.” 

One night, when Samuel had been 
serving in the Temple some years, he heard 
someone calling. He ran to Heli, the high 
priest, and said, “Here I am.” 

But Heli replied, “I did not call you. 
Go back to sleep.” 

Samuel went back to bed. After a 
while he again heard his name being called. 
He jumped up and went to Heli, crying, 


i judge (1116 B.c.) 

“Here I am, for you called me.” 

This happened three times. At last Heli 
knew that it was God who had spoken to 
Samuel. He told the boy, if he was called 
again, to answer, “Speak, Lord, for Thy 
servant heareth.” 

Samuel went back to sleep. After a while 
he once more heard a voice calling him. He 
answered, “Speak, Lord, for Thy servant 
heareth.” Then God spoke and told Samuel 
that He was going to punish Heli and his 
sons. Heli’s sons were wicked, but Heli 
did not punish them, although he knew 
about their wickedness. 

Some time after this, the Philistines 
fought against the Israelites. Heli’s sons 
were killed in battle. The Ark of the 
Covenant was captured. When Heli heard 
the news, he fell from his seat, broke his 
neck, and died. 

When Samuel was grown up, he be- 
came a Judge of Israel and ruled wisely. 
He appointed his sons Judges, too. But 
they were wicked, and the Israelites asked 
Samuel to find a king to rule over them. 
















45. Saul, First King of Israel aoss bx.) ; V 

'J’HE ISRAELITES continued to ask Sarjaucl The proud man is always punished by 
to find them a king. Samuel prayed God. Pride was the sin of Satan. We must 
God in behalf of the people. be humble, remembering that we could be 

Telling Samuel that a man named Saul nothing without God. 
would arrive, God said, “You must anoint Saul was full of sorrow when he learned 
Saul king. That act would be a sign that that God no longer wanted him to be king 
God had chosen Saul king. of Israel. He spent long hours in unhappy 

Soon after, Saul came. Samuel poured and gloomy thought, 
oil on his head, as God had commanded, One day Saul’s servants said, “Let us 
for a sign that Saul would become king, bring you a man who will play on theharp 
Samuel said, ‘God has anointed you king and cheer you np. Then your gloomy 


of the Israelites. You shall rule over them 
and protect them from their enemies.’’ 

The Israelites were joyful when they 
saw Saul. He was strong and handsome, 
and taller than any other man in Israel. 
In the beginning of Saul’s rule, every- 


thoughts will be driven away.” And they 
sent for David. 

Saul did not know that Samuel had 
anointed David. He made David his 
armor-bearer and grew to love him as his 
own son. In the palace David led a happy 


thing went well. God was always with life. He would play on hisharp every time J 


the Israelites, and defended them against 
their enemies. 

But when he won many victories, Saul 
became proud of himself and sinned against 
God. At last God ordered Samuel to tell 
Saul that he would no longer be king of 
Israel. God directed Samuel to anoint a 
young shepherd boy named David. 


he saw the king sad. Then Saul would i 
breathe more easily, and forget his troubles. | 
David and Jonathan, Saul’s son, became | 
the best of friends. All the people grew to I 
love David so much that at last Saul felt 
jealous. He was angry that the people 
should praise David for his bravery, and 
finally sought to kill him. 
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^HE strongest enemies of the Israelites 
were the Philistines. Once the Philis- 
tines built their camp on one mountain. 
The Israelites pitched theirs on the opposite 
mountain. Both armies prepared for battle. 

Out of the Philistine army came a 
giant named Goliath. Every day he went 
fortri and called out loud to the Israelites, 

‘ 'Choose one man from among you. Let 
him come down to fight me. If he kills me, 
we will be your servants. If I kill him, 
then you shall become our servants.” 

Saul and the Israelites were very much 
afraid. Goliath was so huge and strong 
that all were sure he would kill whoever 
dared to fight against him. 

Many days passed. Still no Israelite 
dared to fight Goliath. One day David 
arrived at the Israelite camp. He heard the 
giant's challenge, and became angry. He 
asked, “Who is this man who defies the 
army of God? I will go and fight him.” 

Saul replied, “You cannot fight 
Goliath. He has fought and won many 
battles, but you are only a boy.” 


“I have killed both a lion and a bear 
that took a lamb out of my father s flock. 
Toe Lora Who protected me from those 
fierce animals will protect me against this 
proud Philistine giant,” answered David. 

Taking his staff, David went down 
to the brook and chose five smooth 
stones. ITese he put in his bag. With his 
sling in his hand he then went to meet 
Goliath. 

The giant was angry when he saw how 
small and young David was. He roared, 
Am I a dog, that you come to me with 
a staff?” 

David replied, “You come to me with 
a sword, a spear, and a shield. I come in 
the name of God, Who will deliver you 
into my hands.” Taking one of the stones 
from his bag, David put it in his sling and 
threw it. it struck the giant on the fore- 
head. Goliath fell. David took the giant’s 
sword and cut off his head. 

He who places his confidence in God 
may overcome the greatest difficulties and 
conquer the enemies of his soul. 
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47. Kins David 


(1055 B.C.) 


David was thirty years old. he With the Ark of the Covenant placed 
^ ^ became King of Israel. He was a good safely in the new Tabernacle, David divided 
king to his people, and protected them from the priests into twenty-four groups. Each 
their enemies. During his rule Israel became group was to serve in turn before the Lord, 
great and powerful. ^ ^ David chose four thousand musicians to sing 

Leading his soldiers against the city of praises, and to play music to God each day. 
Jerusalem, David conquered it and made it If the Ark of the Covenant was the 
his capital. He built a wall around it and object of so much reverence, with how 


called it the City of David. 

During the time that he ruled, David 
tried to lead the people to worship God as 
they should. He brought to Jerusalem the 
Ark that had been captured by the Philis- 
tines. He built a Tabernacle on Mount Sion 
to house the Ark. 

The Ark was carried to this new Ta- 
bernacle in a great procession. As guard of 
honor, there were thirty thousand armed 
men. Numberless people followed the Ark. 
Those near played upon harps and flutes, 


much more respect and veneration should 
We look upon our churches, where God 
Himself is present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament of the Altar! 

Not only was David a great king. He 
was a great poet as well. He was inspired by 
God to write the poems that today we call 
the Psalms. Some of the Psalms of David 
are songs of thanksgiving and praise. 
Others tell of sorrow and repentance for sin. 

Because David loved and served God, 
he was in turn loved by God, Who 


and blew trumpets. David himself was in promised that the Saviour should be born 


the procession playing on his harp, and 
dancing with joy before the Ark. After 


of his family. David wanted to build a 
Temple, but God by a prophet sent him a 


I every few steps, the procession stopped to message, saying, “Not you, but your son 


offer sacrifice. Everybody was glad to see 
the Ark brought to the City of David. 


shall build Me a temple. I will establish 
his kingdom forever.” 




















'm»m 


A^mule ran under an oak tree. Absalom’s hair was caught in the branches, 
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48. Tlie Ingratitude of Absalom 


I^AVID fell into temptation and sinned 
against God. He took Bethsabee, tbe 
wife of Urias, and afterwards plotted the 
death of her husband. 

Greatly offended, God sent the prophet 
Nathan to rebuke David. The king hum- 
bly acknowledged his fault, saying, “I have 
sinned against the Lord.” Because of this 
humble confession, God pardoned David. 
But as punishment for his sins, David was 
sent many trials. 

David's greatest trial was the revolt 
of his son Absalom. Absalom plotted 
against his father, beginning by flattering 
the people. When he thought he had 
enough supporters, he openly declared war. 
So many flocked to aid Absalom that David 
and his followers had to leave Jerusalem. 

Weeping and walking barefoot, David 
went over the brook Cedron, up Mt. Oli- 
vet, and across the Jordan. A man named 
Semei met him, and threw stones at him 
and cursed him, calling him a man of blood. 

One of David’s servants wanted to kill 
Semei, but David said, “Let him alone and 


do not trouble him. Perhaps the Lord 
will see my sorrow, and turn his curses 
into blessings.” 

Absalom pursued his father beyond 
the Jordan. Their armies met, and a battle 
was fought in the forest. 

Absalom's army was defeated, and he 
fled on his mule. As the animal ran under 
an oak tree, Absalom’s long hair was caught 
in the branches. While he hung there, the 
mule ran away. One of David’s generals 
went and thrust three spears into Absalom’s 
heart, and so the ungrateful son died. 

The horrible fate of Absalom is a lesson 
to all children, teaching them to obey and 
honor their parents, as God commands. 

When David heard of Absalom’s death, 
he was filled with sorrow. He cried out, 
My son Absalom, Absalom my soni 
Would to God that I might die for thee, 
Absalom my son, my son Absalom!” 

In his sorrow for his son, David was a 
figure of Christ weeping, praying, and 
dying for His rebellious people, even for 
them that crucified Him. 
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49. The Wisdom of Solomon (lois b.c.) 


^FTER forty years as king of Israel, 
David died. His son Solomon succeed- 
ed him. 

In the beginning Solomon followed the 
example of his father, and was a good ruler. 
One night God appeared to him and said, 
Ask whatever you wish me to give you.” 
“You made me King,” replied Solo- 
mon. ” I am only like a little child 
in wisdom, for I do not know much. 
But I must rule this great people, the 
children of Israel. If You will, there- 
fore, give me an understanding heart, so 
that I may know the difference between 
good and evil. With such a gift I shall be 
able to judge well.” 

God was pleased with the words of 
Solomon. He said, ‘‘Because you have 
asked for understanding, and have not 
asked for long life or riches, I shall give 
you all these together.” 

Solomon’s wisdom was soon put to a 
test. Two women came to ask him to 
decide a quarrel. One of them said, ‘‘This 


woman and I live in one house. This 
woman's child died. But she took my child 
while I slept, and put her dead child near 
me instead. I saw, when I awoke, that it 
was not my child.” 

“No,” said the other woman, “the 
living child is mine, not hers.” 

The two began quarreling once more. 
There did not seem to be any way of decid- 
ing who was the mother of the living child. 

King Solomon ordered, ‘‘Bring a sword. 
Divide the living child into two. Then give 
one-half to each woman.” 

At this, one woman cried, ‘‘O my Lord, 
give her the child alive, but do not 
kill iti” 

The second v/oman, however, said, 
“Let not the child be mine or hers, but 
divide it.” 

Solomon, pointing to the first woman, 
said, ‘‘Give her the living child. She is its 
mother.” For Solomon in his wisdom knew 
that she, being the true mother, could not 
bear to see her child killed. 



















50. The Temple of Solomon 


(1004 B.C.) 


^EFORE King David died, he called his 
son Solomon, and told him to build a 
temple for the Lord. He said, “I have 
gathered gold and silver, brass and iron, 
wood and stone, for the temple. But God 
will not let me build it, because I have 
taken part in many bloody wars.” 

In the fourth year of his rule, Solomon 
began to build God’s temple on Mount 
Moriah in Jerusalem. He sent ten thousand 
Israelites to Libanus to cut cedars and pine 
trees for wood. Seventy thousand men 
carried the wood to Jerusalem. Eighty 
thousand men cut stone in the mountains. 
Three thousand six hundred men were 
overseers of the workmen. All the material 
needed for the temple was made ready 
before it was taken to Mount Moriah. This 
is why when the building was started, there 
was no sound of hammer, axe, or any other 
iron tool, heard there. 

There were two parts to the building, 
which was of vast and magnificent pro- 
portions. The smaller but more important 
part was the ‘‘Holy of Holies”. It was 
completely covered with gold. Two figures 
of angels, with outspread wings, were cut 
out of olive wood, covered with gold, and 


placed in the ‘‘Holy of Holies” to stand 
guard over the Ark which was to be kept 
there. 

After seven years the temple was 
finished. It was furnished in rich style, all 
the vessels for its use being of precious 
materials. Then the priests brought the Ark, 
containing the Fen Commandments and the 
Book of the Law, and placed it in the Holy 
of Holies. When the Ark was placed in the 
T emple, a cloud filled the place. The people 
knew then that God was present. 

After many years, Solomon was led 
away from God by pagan and impure 
women that he brought to his court. Giving 
in to his evil desires, Solomon sank deeper 
into wickedness. He even worshipped the 
false gods of the pagan women, and built a 
temple for their idols, ^^e see in this 
example how even the wisest of men may 
fall into atrocious crimes when he sins 
against purity. 

God was offended by Solomon’s 
ingratitude and punished him. When his 
son Roboam became king, ten tribes 
revolted and formed the tribes of Israel. 
The ^ people were divided into two great 
divisions, — Juda and Israel. 
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J^ROM the time the Israelites left Egypt, 

God protected them and even showed 
them signs of His goodness and power. 

Nevertheless they continually broke His 
commandments. They married pagans, 
people adoring false gods. Many times 
they themselves worshipped these false 
gods. Gut of pity for them, God sent holy 
men to lead them back to Him. These men 
were the Prophets. 

The Prophets not only taught the 
people how to serve God; they also foretold 
the coming of the Saviour, Who was to 
come to earth to save mankind from sin. 
The greatest of the Prophets were Elias, 
Isaias, and Jeremias. 

The prophet Elias lived when King 
Achab was ruling Israel. This king had 
married a pagan wife, Jezabel, and had 
built a temple to her god, Baal. In that 
temple Achab also adored Baal. 

Elias, being sent by God, said to Achab, 
“To punish you for worshipping idols, 
God will not send any rain for three years. 
There will be a famine.” 

Everything happened as Elias had 


51. Elias the Prophet 


foretold. When there was no more rain, 
God told Elias to go to a brook near the 
river Jordan. He went, and there morning 
and evening ravens brought him food. He 
drank from the brook and was not thirsty. 

After a while the brook dried up. God 
then said to Elias, “Go to the town of 
Sarephta. There a widow will feed you.” 
Elias obeyed, and went to Sarephta. 

When he came to the gate of the city, 
Elias saw the widow gathering sticks. He 
called, “Please give me some water to 
drink,” and added, “Bring also a piece 
of bread.” 

The widow told him that she had no 

bread. She only had a handful of meal and 
a little oil. “Make me a cake out of the 
meal and oil, for God will not let it be used 
up,” said Elias. The widow did so. The 
oil and meal lasted till the famine was over. 
Every day there was enough for Elias, the 
widow and her son. 

Sometime later the widow’s son fell 
ill and died. Elias prayed to God, “O Lord, 
let the soul of this child return into his 
body. And the widow’s son lived again.. 










52, The Miracle of the Fire 
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JN THE third year of the famine, Elias 
said to King Achab, “Call all the 
people of Israel. Call also the four hundred 
fifty priests of Baal. Then you shall all 
see that God sent the famine because you 
have followed Baal and have disobeyed 
God’s commands.” 

When the people were all gathered 
together, Elias said, “If Baal is God, follow 
him. But if the Lord is God, why do you 
disobey Him? I am the only prophet of 
God. There are four hundred fifty prophets 
of Baal. Let them choose an ox, cut it 
to pieces, and lay it on an altar. I will 
also take an ox, cut it, and lay it on 
another altar. Let no fire be set to the 
wood under each ox. Then let the prophets 
of Baal call on him, while I call on the Lord. 
He who answers with fire on the wood is 
the True God.” 

The prophets of Baal prepared their 
ox. They placed it on the wood of their 
altar. They began calling, “Baal, hear us, 
and send us fire!” They called to Baal 
from morning till noon. They even cut 


themselves with their knives, so that 
blood covered their bodies. All the time 
they kept calling on Baal. But nothing 
happened. No one answered their cries. 
No fire appeared on their wood. 

Then Elias said to the people, “Gome 
near.” He built an altar of stones, placed 
the wood, cut his ox in pieces, and laid it 
on the wood. He poured water over the 
ox and wood. 

Then he prayed to God, “Lord, show 
this day that You are the True God, that 
I am Your servant, and that I have done 
everything at Your command.” 

At once the wood burst into flame. 
There was a big fire, which burnt not only 
the ox and the wood, but also the stones on 
the altar. 

When the people saw this miracle, 
they cried, “The Lord is God! The Lord 
is God!” After a while the sky turned 
black, and there was a heavy rain. This 
was the first rain in three years. 

Through the prophet Elias God 
performed many other miracles. 
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53, Jonas and the Fish 


[,OD ordered the Prophet Jonas to go to 
Ninive and preach penance, for the 
people were committing many great sins. 
Unwilling to go, Jonas fled to the sea, and 
embarked on a boat going to Tharsis. 

God sent a violent storm, and the 
ship was in danger of being wrecked. The 
sailors in great fear threw overboard all 
the goods they carried, to lighten the 
ship. Believing that someone on board was 
the cause of their misfortune, they drew 
lots. The lot fell upon Jonas, who said. 
Cast me into the sea, and the tempest 
shall be calmed.” The sailors took Jonas 
and cast him into the sea. At once the 
tempest ceased. 

God prepared a great fish to swallow 
up Jonas. The prophet remained inside 
the fish for three days and three nights. 
He continually prayed to God. At last at 
the Lord’s command the fish vomited Jonas 
upon dry land. Then God again ordered 
Jonas to go to Ninive. 

This time Jonas obeyed. At Ninive he 
said, “Yet forty days, and Ninive shall be 
destroyed.” 


The people, upon hearing this, repented 
and fasted. Even the king did penance, and 
issued a proclamation that everyone should 
repent, so that God might forgive Ninive 
and spare it. God saw their sincerity, and in 
His mercy spared the city. 

Jonas feared that he might be looked 
upon as a false prophet. Building a hut 
outside the city he waited there to see what 
would befall Ninive. 

God caused an ivy to grow and shelter 
Jonas from the hot sun. For this Jonas 
was grateful. Now the next morning, God 
caused the ivy to wither. The sun beat 
down with such heat on Jonas that he cried, 
“It is better for me to die than to live.” ’ 
God then said to him, “You are sorry 
for the ivy, although you were not the one 
to make it grow. Shall I not therefore spare 
Ninive, which has more than one hundred 
twenty thousand people?” 

Jonas, cast into the sea to save the crew, 
was a figure of Jesus Christ, who was 
sacrificed to redeem mankind. Jonas was 
three days inside the fish; Christ was three 
days in the tomb. 
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Tobias buried the bodies of those that tl 
King had ordered to be killed. 


Young Tobias applied the medicine and restored 
his father’s eyesight. 



^ people became so great 

I that at last the Kingdom of Israel 

i was destroyed. Its inhabitants were carried 
I off to Assyria. 

I Among the captives was Tobias, a 

I God-fearing man. He spent much of his 
I time consoling the captives, feeding the 
I hungry, and clothing the naked. 

I ^ When the Assyrian king, Sennacherib, 

I killed many Israelites and commanded 
i their bodies to remain unburied, Tobias 
I hid them in his house and buried them, 

I at great risk to his own safety. One day, 

I tired from this work, he fell asleep and 
i accidentally lost his eyesight. He bore the 
I misfortune with resignation, 
i When Tobias was already old, fearing 
I that he would soon die, he called his son 
I and said, “Honor your mother always. 

I Fear God and never sin. Give alms to the 
I poor. Keep yourself from all impurity, 
i Never let pride rule you, for all perdition 
I began from pride. Do not do to another 
I what you would hate him to do to you. 

I Seek the counsel of the wise man. Pray God 


I 

at .all tiines, and ask Him to direct your f 
ways. We ate poor, but we shall possess | 
much if we fear God and abhor sin.” | 

Tobias one day told his son to go to I 
Rages to collect a loan. On his way, I 
young Tobias was met by a young man. | 
This was the angel Raphael, but young i 
Tobias did not know it. The angel offered | 
to guide young Tobias to Pvages. I 

On the journey, young Tobias stopped = 
by. a river to rest and bathe. A large fish j 
came out of the water and wanted to I 
devour him. But the angel told him to I 
catch the fish, cut up its flesh for food, 1 
and preserve the liver, gall, and heart for | 
medicine. | 

On their return home, they applied that j 
medicine to old Tobias’ eyes, and in this ^ i 
way restored his eyesight. | 

The angel made himself known, saying, / | 
I am the angel Raphael, one of the seven J 
who stand before the Lord.” He told them I 
how God had sent him to heal the elder | 
Tobias as a reward for his prayers and | 
corporal works of mercy. f 














55. Jiiditli in tlie Assyrian Camp 


[ANASSES, King of Juda, was held 
captive in Babylon. The Assyrian 
king sent his general, Holofernes, to 
conquer Chanaan. 

Holofernes laid siege to the city of 
Bethulia. The people decided to surrender 
if no aid came within five days. 

At that time there lived in Bethulia a 
young widow named Judith. She led a 
secluded life, praying and fasting. When she 
heard that the city was going to surrender, 
she said to the ancients, “Let us be patient 
and humble, and ask the Lord to show us 
mercy according to His will.” 

The ancients begged her, “Pray for us, 
for you are a h®ly woman.” 

Judith went to her oratory, put ashes 
on her head as a sign of penance, and 
prayed God for help. Then putting on her 
beautiful clothes, she went with her maid 
to the Assyrian camp. When Holofernes 
saw her, he was pleased with her, and 
commanded that she might go in and out 
as she wished. 

Four days after her arrival, he gave a 
great banquet during which he became 
drunk, and fell fast asle-cp. Judith waited 


till everybody had left. She stood weeping 
and praying, “Strengthen me, Q Lord, that 
I may act according to Thy will.” Then 
taking down Holofernes’ sword, she cut 
off his head. She went out and gave it to 
her maid to carry in a satchel. They left 
the camp and went back to Bethulia. 

All ran in great joy to meet Judith, for 
no one had expected her to return. She 
said, showing them Holofernes’ head, 
“Praise God, Who has not forsaken them 
that hope in Him. Glorify Him, for His 
mercy endures forever.” 

In the morning the people hung up 
Holofernes' head upon the city walls. All 
took up arms and went against the Assy- 
rian camp. When the Assyrians found the 
headless body of their general, they were 
filled with terror and fled. In this way 
Judith saved her people. 

Judith is one of the best figures of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. The Church exalts 
the Blessed Virgin using the praises the 
Israelites sang at the triumphant return 
of Judith: “You are the glory of Jerusa- 
lem, you are the joy of Israel, you are the 
honor and glory of your people.” 
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The soldiers of the king of Babylon burned the Temple of Jerusalem 
the Jews to Babylon as captives. 


broke down the city walls. 












^o. The isai>yj 

^•HE Prophets tried to turn the people of- 
Jiida from their evil ways by telling 
them that if they disobeyed God, they 
would be defeated by their enemies. But 
the Jews paid no attention to the words of 
their holy men. 

One of their enemies was Nabuchodo- 
nosor, king of Babylon. This king sent 
an army to conquer Jerusalem. The 
soldiers burnt the Temple, and broke down 
the city walls. They took many of the 
Jews to Babylon as captives. They also 
took away the precious vessels and 
ornaments of the Temple of God. 

Among the Jews who were taken cap- 
tive were Daniel and his three friends. 
Because of their wisdom, these four men 
came to be honored by Nabuchodonosor. 

One night the king had a dream which 
the wise men of Babylon could not 
interpret. In anger the king ordered all the 
wise men put to death. When soldiers 
came to kill Daniel and his three friends, 
Daniel asked the king to give him time to 
explain the dream. 


Babylonian Captivity (sos b.c.) 


Daniel prayed God for help, and God 
revealed to him the meaning, so that 
Daniel could interpret Nabitchodonosor’s 
dream. The King was very much surprised. 
He said, "Truly, your God is the true God,” 
He made Daniel governor of Babylon. 

Some time after, Nabuchodonosor made 
a golden statue, which he ordered everyone 
in Babylon to worship. When Daniel and 
his friends refused, the king was so angry 
that he ordered Daniel’s three friends cast 
into a very hot furnace. 

The furnace was so hot that the men 
who cast the three friends in were burnt 
to death by the flames. But the three were 
not hurt in any way. An angel came down 
to them. A soft cool breeze filled the 
interior of the furnace. The friends walked 
about in the midst of the flames singing 
praises to God. 

From this Nabuchodonosor knew that 
God was protecting the young men. He 
called them out of the furnace and said. 
Blessed be their God. There is no other 
God that can save in this manner.” 
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I 

I _ 58. Daniel in 

I the death of Baltasar, Darius 

I the Mede became king. He also was 
I pleased with Daniel, and net him over all 
I his other officers, 

I Some years later Cyrus became king 
I of Babylon. He too . gave honors and 
i powers to Daniel. Daniel tried to teach 
I Cyrus about God. He told Cyrus that 
f the false gods worshipped in Babylon could 
I not help anyone. He said, “The God that 
I I adore is the Living God. Your gods are 
I false gods and do not live.” 

I Beginning to believe Daniel’s teaching, 

I «wyrus allowed him to destroy some of the 
I idols. At this the people of Babylon were 
I made very angry. They went to Cyrus 
I and demanded, “Give us Daniel, or we 
I will kill you, and destroy your house.” 

I The king was very much terrified, and 
I so allowed the people to take Daniel. They 
I led him to a den of lions, and threw him 
j in to be devoured by the wild and hungry 
I animals. 

I But the lions did not kill Daniel. 

I They became tame as lambs, and did 
I not hurt him in any way. 

I 



the Lions’ Den 


For six days Daniel stayed in the lions’' i 
den. Nobody brought him food, so that he I 
became very hungry. I 

At that time, far from Babylon, there I 
lived a prophet named Habacuc. He was j 
one day taking some food to the workers | 
in a field, when suddenly an angel took him | 
by the hair of his head. j 

The angel carried Habacuc off to | 
Babylon, and put him in the den where | 
Daniel was. At the command of the | 
angel, Habacuc gave the food be car- I 
tied to Daniel. Then the angel lifted f 
Fiabacuc up once more, and carried him | 
back to his house. In this way God | 
provided food for Daniel in the den | 
of lions. , f 

On the seventh day Cyrus went to see f 
what had happened to Daniel. How great I 
was bis surprise when he saw Daniel sitting | 
safe among the fierce lions! | 

Calling his servants, Cyrus ordered 1 
Daniel taken out and his enemies cast into | 
the den instead. As soon as the enemies of f 
Daniel were thrown in, the lions killed and j 
hungrily devoured them. I 




^oro^abel. a prince of the Jews, led nxore than 40,000 of his people back to Jer«sale«x, 








59. The Retnrn to Jerusalem (536 b.c.) 

j T™ Jews were in captivity for seventy Babylon, and led them back to Judea, 
years. But when Cyrus, king of Persia, With the aid of his friend Nehemias, he 


became king of Babylon, he issued a 
proclamation allowing the Jews to return 
to their native country. 

Zorobabel, a prince among the Jews, 
led more than 40,000 of his people back to 
Jerusalem. Cyrus restored to them the 
golden and silver vessels which Nabucho- 
donosor had taken from the Temple. 

At their arrival in Jerusalem, the Jews 
set up a temporary altar, and renewed the 
Mosaic ritual of prayer and sacrifice. They 


instructed the people in the law of God. 

Nehemias urged the building of the 
wail of Jerusalem. In two xionths the 
city was surrounded by strong walls as a 
protection against enemies. 

In the days of Nehemias, Malachias, the 
last of the prophets, lived, about 400 years 
before Christ. Malachias preached against 
the hypocrites of his day. He predicted that 
God would reject the sacrifices of the Old 
Law, and in their place would institute a 


then started rebuilding the Temple on the New Sacrifice that would not cease, “from 


site on which Solomon’s Temple had stood. 

After about twenty years, the new tem- 
ple was completed, and dedicated amidst 
much rejoicing. But the old men, who had 
seen Solomon’s Temple, lamented because 
the new one was much less magnificent. 

However, the prophet Aggeus consoled 
the Jews, saying that the glory of the 
second Temple would be greater than that 
of the first, because the Messias Himself 
would enter it. This prophecy was fulfilled, 
for Jesus later taught in this Temple. 

Twenty years after Zorobabel’s return 
to Jerusalem, Esdras, a holy priest, gathered 
together many Jews still remaining in 


the rising of the sun even to the going 
down.’’ This prophecy is fulfilled in the 
Sacrifice of the Mass. 

At the destruction of Solomon's Temple, 
the prophet Jeremias had hidden the Ark of 
the Covenant. In later years it could not be 
found. So in the new Temple, the Jews 
marked the place for the Ark with a stone, 
and performed certain ceremonies over it. 

In this way did God remove the most 
sacred vessel of the Old Law, to prepare 
for the coming of Christ, f For the Ark 
of the Covenant was only a figure of the 
Tabernacle containing the Real Presence of 
the Son of God. 
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I 60. Queen Estlier Before the King 

! Jews stayed in Babylon when sent word to Mardochai, saying, “Gather : 

I their countrymen returned to Judea, the Jews together to pray for me. Let every- | 

I Among these were Mardochai and the body fast for three days, as I also will. On 

I niece that he had adopted, Esther. The the third day I will go before the king.” 

I king, Assuerus, married Esther, and made It has always been the practice of .the 
I her his queen. people of God to pray and make penance 

I In order to be near Esther, Mardochai in order to receive favors from Him. 

I used to stand near the gate of the palace. On the third day. Queen Esther put 
I One day he heard two servants plotting on her royal clothes and went before 
I to murder the king. He hastened to Esther Assuerus. He was surprised, but forgave L 
I with the news. She told the king, and her, because he loved her. :! 

I the servants were punished. This event Holding out to her his golden scepter 
I was written down in the book containing as a sign of favor, Assuerus said, “Do not | 

I the story of the kingdom. fear. This law is not made for you, but | 

I The favorite of the king was Aman, a for all others. What is your wish?” I 

I very proud man. He wanted everybody to Esther answered, “If it please the king, ! 

I admire him, and to bow down before him I beseech you and Aman to come to a I 

f when he passed. But Mardochai would not banquet that I shall prepare.” The king | 

I bow, wishing to reserve that honor to God promised to go. I 

I alone. In revenge Aman resolved to have That night, the king could not sleep. | 

I Mardochai and all the Jews killed. Mar- Therefore he ordered his servants to read I 
I dochai therefore sent word to Esther, asking to him out of the book of the story of the I 

I her to plead for her people before Assuerus. kingdom. It happened that the servants I 

I At that time there was a law forbid- read that part telling how Mardochai saved | 

I ding anyone’s coming before the king the king’s life from the two plotters. | 

I s unless called. If the law was broken, the Assuerus felt very grateful, and wished | 
punishment was death. Esther therefore to reward Mardochai. ! 
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61 . The Punishment of Aman 


"'I^HEN the servants read how Mardochai 
had saved his life, the king asked, 
“What reward has been given him?'’ But 
the servants answered that nothing had 
been done. 

Just then Aman entered. The king 
asked him. What should be done to the 
man whom the king wishes to honor?” 

In his pride, Aman thought that the 
king meant him, and eagerly answered, 
“He should be clothed in the king’s appa- 
rel, and be set upon the king’s horse, and 
have the royal crown on his head. Let 
the first of the nobles hold his horseV and 
leading him through the city, proclaim: 
Thus shall he be honored, whom the king 
wishes to honor.” 

Assuerus therefore said, “Go, then, 
and do everything you have advised, to 
Mardochai the Jew.” Aman had to obey 
the king. That day Mardochai received 
great honor, with Aman himself leading 
his horse through the streets of the city. 
How angry and jealous Aman was! 

That evening, Assuerus and Aman 
went to the queen's banquet. The king 
asked, “What is your wish, Esther? 



Although you ask the half of my kingdom, 
it shall be given you.” 

But Esther only begged, “If you will, 
spare my life, and the lives of my people. 
For we have an enemy, who desires to 
destroy us.” 

When Assuerus asked who their enemy 
was, Esther replied, “It is this Aman that 
is our most wicked enemy.” 

Full of anger, Assuerus called his 
servants. One of them said, “Behold, Aman 
has prepared a gibbet from which to hang 
Mardochai.” The king commanded, “Hang 
Aman upon it.” This was done, and 
Esther’s people were saved, 

Mardochai succeeded to the honors that 
had been given Aman. Laws against the 
Jews were withdrawn, and many turned 
from adoration of idols to the worship of 
the true God. 

Esther was a type of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, who intercedes for us with Almighty 
God. As Esther was freed from the rigors 
of the law, so Mary was freed from all 
stain of original sin, which is the lot of the 
rest of mankind. As the King said, “This 
law is not for you, but for all others.” 
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leazar was pat to death, 
well content to suffer, 


, saying, »o Lord, I ai 
because I fear Thee.” 


The seven brothers died valiantly after 
torture. Their mother was also nut tn 
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62 (a). Eleazar, Man of Fortitude | 


J'ROM Zorobabel to the coming of Christ 
the Jews were at different times 
governed by Persia, Greece, Egypt, Syria, 
and Rome, Still the high priests were the 
immediate rulers. 

Their foreign masters often treated the 
Jews very cruelly. One of the these harsh 
rulers was Antiochus, King of Syria. He 
did not want the Jews to worship God or 
to obey His Laws. He commanded them 
to sacrifice to idols. Thousands gave up 
their lives, rather than break the Laws 
taught them by their fathers. 

One of the martyrs was a 70-year-oid 
man named Eleazar, who was beloved by 
the Jews for his piety and knowledge of 
the Law. Antiochus commanded him to 
eat the flesh of swine, threatening him with 

(b). Martyrdom of Seven 

JpOR the same offence, a mother and her 
seven sons underwent a death preceded 
by the most cruel torture. One after the 
other, Antiochus had the brothers tortured 
in the presence of the rest. But all met their 
death with fortitude. The oldest said, “We 
are ready to die rather than break the Laws 


death if he refused. Now at that time the | 
Jewish Law forbade the eating of the f 
flesh of swine. Eleazar preferred dying to ! 
offending God. His friends tried to persuade 1 
him to yield. They even advised him to | 
eat meats permitted by the Law, if only | 
to make it appear that he had complied | 
with the order of Antiochus. | 

But Eleazar said, “It does not become f 
my age to pretend. Many of the youth may I 
be deceived through my weakness, because f 
of my desire for a little corruptible life. | 
But by departing manfully out of this life, | 
I shall show myself worthy of my old age, | 
and leave an example of fortitude to youth.” f 
So he was put to death, saying, “O I 
Lord, I am well content to suffer, because I 
I fear Thee.” | 

I 

Brethren and their Mother | 

of God.” The second said, “The King of I 
the world will raise us up, who die for His t 
laws, in the resurrection.” I 

The other brothers died as valiantly. | 

Finally the mother, who had trained her | 

sons in this saintly fortitude, was also put | 
to death. ^ 




125 




- C 5 -©SSS" < > ^ 








[athatliias and Judas Machabeus 


INURING the rule of Antiochus, there lived 
in Judea a priest named Mathathias. 
He and his five sons were aroused by 
the evils committed by the King, and 
resolved to deliver their people from the 
Syrians. 

Mathathias cried out, **Let everyone 
that has zeal for the Law follow me!” He 
and his sons fled to the mountains where 
many Jews joined them. Finally they 
attacked the army of Antiochus, and 
destroyed the idols he had set up. 

Mathathias was a good father as well 
as a good leader for his people. W^hen he 
was near death, he called his sons, to say, 
“My sons, be zealous for the Law. Give 
your lives for the Law of your fathers. 
None who trust in God perish.” Then 
blessing them, he died. All Israel mourned 
his death, for he was a great leader. 

At the death of Mathathias, his son 
Judas became the leader of the Jews. 
Because of his bravery, Judas was called 
Maehabeus. He continued the attacks began 
by his father against the foreign rulers. 
One after another he defeated the Syrian 
generals sent by Antiochus. Once a great 


army was sent against him, and his men 
were afraid because they were few. But 
Judas said, “Fear not; the Lord Himself 
will overthrow them before our face.” 

Finally Judas and his followers took 
Jerusalem. The Syrians had defiled the 
Temple; and so Judas again purified it and 
consecrated the altar. 

Antiochus was furious that his armies 
had been defeated and he had lost possession 
of Judea. Gathering a big army, he led it 
against Jerusalem. He was firmly resolved 
to destroy the city and all its people. But 
on the way he fell from his chariot and hurt 
himself. He was also stricken with a terrible 
plague of worms. 

Antiochus, knowing that he was being 
punished by God, pretended to be humble. 
He even promised to make amends for the 
evils he had committed. His repentance, 
however, was insincere. After many terrible 
torments, he died. 

No power on earth can prevail against 
the works of God. Many powerful rulers 
have striven to destroy the Church of God, 
but sooner or later they have been punished 
by God, as Antiochus was punished. 
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As the battle raged, a horseman in white, with e:olden armni* 

witn goiaen armor and holding a spear, rode before them. 
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64. The Promise 

^^FTER the death of Antiochus, his son 

tried to reconquer Judea. The Jews 
under Judas Machabeus set out to oppose 
him. As the battle raged, there appeared a 
horseman going before them, clothed in 
white, with golden armor, and holding a 
spear. The Jews blessed the merciful Lord, 
and took on great courage, because they 
knew they had a helper from heaven. 
Rushing violently upon the Syrians, they 
defeated them with great slaughter. The 
Syrians who were not killed turned and 
fled in fear. 

Finally, after many battles, Judas won 
the freedom of his country from foreigners. 
At his death his brothers became the rulers. 

There was peace in Judea for many 
years. The land began to flourish once more. 
But later rulers turned away from God. 
Many of the people disobeyed God’s laws. 
They said that they believed in the True 
God. They said that they loved Him.. They 
were very careful to keep the different 
forms ordered by the Law. But in their 
hearts they were wicked, and denied God. 
They did not really love Him. 



of the Redeemer 

The Jews forgot the Lord Who had 
revealed Himself and done wonderful things 
for them. Outside of Judea, people every- 
where also lived in sin. They worshipped 
idols, and adored false gods. Their hearts 
were full of wickedness, and they committed 
much evil. There was need of One to show 
mankind the true way. There was great 
need for the fulfillment of the many 
prophecies, and of the promise made by 
Jacob to his son Juda. This promise was 
that a Saviour, the Messias, would come 
to redeem mankind from sin. 

Finally the Jews quarreled even among 
themselves. The Roman armies came to 
take control of everything. The Jev^^'S 
became a subject people in their own land. 

Herod, a foreigner, was made king. The 
Kingdom of Judea was no more. No ruler 
came from the tribe of Judea to rule his 
people. Jacob had foretold: “The scepter 
shall not be taken away from Juda till He 
come that is to be sent and He shall be the 
Expectation of Nations.” This was the 
time when Our Lord Jesus Christ came to 
teach, to bless, and to save mankind. 
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** Zachary, “God has heard your prayers. Your wife shall bear yoa a son, 
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I i 

i Tlie Annoiancemeiit of St John’s Birth I 


I Herod was king of Judea, there 

I lived in a little town near Jerusalem 

I a priest named Zachary, and his wife 
I Elizabeth. They were both good and just, 
I obedient to all the Commandments of God. 
I But Zachary and Elizabeth were already 
I getting very old, and still they had no child. 
I Every day, therefore, they implored God 

I to send them a son. 

I 

I One day it was Zachary’s turn as priest 
I to offer incense in the Temple. He was 
I alone inside, for the people stayed outside 
I and prayed. Taking incense in a golden 
I cup, he poured it out on the altar and 
I burned it. 

I Suddenly an angel appeared on the 
I right side of the altar. The Angel said to 
I Zachary, “God has heard your prayers. 

I Your wife shall bear you a son, whom you 
I shall call John. He will bring you great 
I joy. He shall be blessed all his life, and 
I do great things for God. He shall convert 

i many people to the Lord their God, making 
them ready to receive the promised Saviour.’’ 
Zachary was filled with doubt at the 


words of the Angel. He asked, “How can | 
Elizabeth have a son, when she is already I 
very old?’’ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ I 

The Angel replied, “I am Gabriel, the | 
Angel of God. He sent me to tell you these 1 
things. But you have not believed, and I 
therefore you shall be punished. Until all I 
I have told you shall have taken place, you I 
shall not be able to speak.’’ | 

Outside of the Temple the people were J 
praying. After some time, as Zachary did I 
not come out, they began wondering why | 
he stayed so long inside. At last, however, | 
he came out. But he could not speak to | 
them. He only made signs to tell them that f 
he had seen a vision. | 

Zachary was dumb till the day of his | 
son’s birth, because he had not believed the I 
Angel Gabriel. I 

The son of Zachary and Elizabeth | 
was to grow up as the Precursor of Our [ 
Lord, as one to go before Him. He was I 
to tell the people about the coming of I 
Jesus. He was to be known as John the | 

Baptist. I 
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‘Hail, full of grace! The Mary answered: “Behold the handmaid of the 
»rt thou amongst women.” Lord. Be it done unto me according to thy word.” 







66. The Anmoiciatioii 


YOUNG woman named Mary lived in 
the town of Nazareth in Galilee. She 
was the cousin of Elizabeth, Zachary’s wife. 

Mary was a very holy virgin. She never 
committed the smallest sin. She was as pure 
and good as the angels. Mary was married 
to Joseph, a carpenter. God had chosen him 
to watch over Mary and protect her. 

Six months after appearing to 


was foretold by the Prophets, and His 
kingdom will never end.” 

Mary was obedient. She knew that 
the Angel was sent by God to tell her 
Elis wishes. Therefore she answered, 
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord. Be 
it done unto me according to thy word.” 

As soon as Mary gave this answer, she 
became the Mother of God. The Second 


Zachary, the Angel Gabriel was sent by 
God to the Virgin Mary. Mary was 
praying and thinking of the goodness of 
God. Suddenly the Angel appeared. He 
greeted her in these words: “Hail, full 
of grace! The Lord is with thee. Blessed 
art thou amongst women.” 

Mary was very much surprised. She 
was hum.ble, and wondered why the Angel 
spoke to her such words of praise. 

The Angel said to her : “God is pleased 
with your goodness and purity. He has 
blessed you. The Holy Ghost shall come to 
you, and you shall have a Son. You shall 
name Him Jesus. He will be called the Son 
of God. He will be the great King that 


Person of the Blessed Trinity took to Him- 
self a body and soul like ours and became 
man. This is a great mystery, something 
we cannot understand. We believe it only 
because God teaches it to us through His 
holy Church. This mystery is called the 
Incarnation. By it the Son of God became 
Man and dwelt among us. 

The coming of the Angel to Mary is 
called the Annunciation, because the Angel 
announced the birth of Jesus. The Church 
celebrates the feast of the Annunciation 
every year on March 25. It reminds us 
of the Angel Gabriel’s visit to Mary, Mother 
of Jesus, and Mother of all Christians who 
love her. 
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Elizabeth said: ^‘Blessed art thou amougrst women, 
and blessed Is the fruit of thy womb/^ ' 


Mary,: stayed with ' Mrth of 

: V ;V; Baptist' 




I 67. The 

I 

I T^E Angel Gabriel also told Mary that 
I her cousin Elizabeth, in her old 

I age, was going to have a son. “For 

nothing is impossible with God,” the 
I Angel said. 

I Mary decided to visit her cousin. She 
I traveled over hills and valleys, to her 
I cousin’s home. It was a long and difficult 
I journey. But Mary bore the hardship 
I with patience, because she thought only 
I of Elizabeth. 

I Elizabeth was surprised upon seeing 
I Mary enter the house. A great feeling of 
I happiness came over her. Deep within her 
I she heard the Holy Ghost telling her the 
I wonderful thing God had done to Mary. 

I Inspired by the Holy Ghost, Eliza- 
i beth greeted Mary with these words* 

I “Blessed art thou amongst women, and 
I blessed is the fruit of thy womb.” 

I Then Elizabeth asked humbly, “Who 
I am, I, that the Mother of my Lord should 
I come to visit me?” 

I Upon hearing these words, Mary 
I praised God, in the words of the 
I Magnificat, saying, “My soul magnifies 


Visitation 

the Lord. My spirit rejoices in God, my 
Saviour. For He has regarded the humility 
of His handmaid. From now on all 
generations shall call me blessed.” 

The greeting of the Angel Gabriel 
and the words of Elizabeth form the 
first part of the “Hail Mary”, a prayer 
that Catholics say three times a day. The 
last part of that beautiful prayer was added 
by the Church. 

Mary stayed and helped her cousin 
three months, until the birth of John the 
Baptist. At last that event took place, as 
the Angel had promised. 

Many relatives and friends came to see 
the child. They asked what name would 
be given to him. They thought that 
he would be called Zachary, after his 
father. 

But when they asked Zachary, he 
wrote, because he was still dumb, “His 
name is John.” And at once Zachary was 
able to speak. 

The child John grew up and became 
very holy. He went to live in the desert 
until his time came to work. 





! was born, 
the straw 


V His mother 
in a manger. 


in swaddling clothes and laid 
very first Christmas. 









68. The 

JN THOSE days the Roman Emperor, 
AiigustiJs Caesar, ruled most of the 
countries of the world. He also ruled 
over the Jews. Wishing to know how 
many people were subject to him, the 
emperor gave orders that everybody should 
go to his own town to have his name 
registered and counted. 

ivlary and Joseph lived in the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee. But since they 
were of the family of King David, they 
had to be registered in Bethlehem, of Judea, 
the City of David. 

It was December and very cold. Beth- 
lehem was far away from Nazareth, But 
Mary and Joseph set out to be counted 
there. They were obedient to the order 
of the Ernperor, for they knew that it was 
God’s will. 

After traveling many miles, Mary and 
Joseph arrived at Bethlehem at night. They 
were very tired, and needed rest. And so 
they began at once to look for a place where 
they could stay that night. But Bethlehem 
was full of people, many others having 


Joseph asked at the inn. But tli< 
owner turned them away. There was nc 
room for them there. 

At last Mary and Joseph came to ? 
cave. In bad weather this cave was used 
as shelter for sheep and cattle. Mary and 
Joseph took refuge in the cave. 

That night Jesus was born. His 


Mother wrapp 

ed Him up in swaddling 

clothes and lai 

d Him on the straw in a 

manger. Then 

she and Joseph adored the 

Infant Child, 

This was the very first 

Christmas. 


In this way 

' the Son of God was made 

man. He came 

down to earth and was 


born of the Virgin Mary. When He came, 
no one received Him except Mary and 
Joseph. He was born among lowly 
animals, and put in a manger. 

For love of us, Jesus, true God, 
wanted to be born in a humble place. 
In this way He shows us how He 
loves humility. 

Christmas, one of the most beautiful 
feast of the year, is ceiebrated in memory 
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After forty days, Mary took Jesus to the Temple 
in Jerusalem, to offer Him to God. 
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JN THE town of Bethlehem everything 
was quiet. All the people were asleep. 
No one knew of the wonderful thing that 
had happened. 

In the hills outside of Bethlehem 
shepherds were watching their flocks. 
Suddenly there was a brilliant light. The 
shepherds saw an angel appear before them, 
and were afraid. But the angel said, “Fear 
not. For I bring you joyful news. A 
Saviour is born, Christ the Lord. Go and 
see Him. You vdll find the Child in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.’’ 

A multitude of angels then appeared, 
praising God and singing, “Glory be to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
men of good will.” 

They filled the still night with the 


sweet sound of their joyful message to 
earth. After a while the angels disappeared, 
the brilliant light died out, and the hills 
were quiet and dark once more. 

The shepherds looked at each other in 
wonder. They said, “Let us go to see our 
new-born Lord.” 

They hastened to Bethlehem. There 
they found the cave where Mary and 
Joseph had taken shelter. Entering softly 
and with great devotion, they saw Mary, 
Joseph, and the newly-born Child. 

The shepherds knelt and adored Jesus. 
Then they went home, praising and 
thanking God. To all the friends and 
neighbors that they met they told all the 
wonderful things that they had heard and 
seen that night. 


Tlie PresentaticHi 


I ^^FTER forty days, Mary and Joseph 
I took Jesus to the Temple in Jerusa- 

I lem. Mary offered Him to God, in obe- 
j dience to the commandment of the Law. 
I In the Temple Mary and Joseph met 
I a holy man named Simeon. He had gone 
I there that day because the Holy Spirit 
I had told him he would see the Saviour 


that had been promised. Simeon took 
: Jesus in bis arms, and thanked God for 
letting him see the Redeemer. 

In the Temple also was Anna, a very 
old prophetess. How happy she was to 
see Jesus! She told everyone that He was 
the Saviour, the Messias long promised 
and awaited. 











70. The Three Wise Men i 


i East, far from 

I J 61 usalem, there lived three wise men. 

I One night they saw a new star in the 
I heavens, brighter and more beautiful than 
i ali the other stars. 

I The wise men had heard that a star 
I was to be the sign of the birth of the 
I Redeemer. And so taking camels and many 
I gifts, tney set out to find the Saviour 
I ‘-hat as newly born. In their journey 
I they were guided by the star until they 
I reached Jerusalem. 

I i hen tne star disappeared. Anxious 

I to find the new-born Child, the wise men 
I asked of every one they met, “Where is He 
I that is born King of the Jews? For we 
I have seen His star in the East, and have 
j come to adore Him.” 
i King Herod heard about the wise men’s 
I errand, and became very jealous. He was 
I afiaid that the new King would take away 
i his kingdom from him. He called the 
I priests and asked them where the promised 
I Redeemer was to be born. 

I They said, “In Bethlehem of Judea.” 

I •• ■ ' ■ ■ 
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King Herod sent for the wise men | 
and told them to look for the Child. He I 
said, “When you have found Him, come I 
and tell me. I also wish to adore Him.” f 
Herod said this only to find out where I 
the Child was. He did not want to adore I 
Jesus, but to kill Him. j 

The wise men left Jerusalem. Again | 
the star appeared. It guided them to f 
the house in Bethlehem where the Child t 
was. When they saw Jesus, the wise | 
men fell on their knees and adored Him. | 
They offered Him all the gifts that they | 
had brought: gold, frankincense, and f 
myrrh. I 

That night, as they slept, God warned | 
them not to tell Herod where Jesus was, | . 

And so next day they left Bethlehem and I 
returned by another road to the East. I 

This event teaches us that we must f 
bring our best gifts to Jesus. From Him | 
we have received everything. To Him f 
therefore, we must return everything. We I 
. must even suffer and make sacrifice for | 
Flis love, as He suffered and died for us. | 
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71. The Flig] 

j^lNG Herod waited for the wise men to 
return and tell him where the newly- 
born King was. When they did not come 
back, he was very angry. 

From what the wise men had told him, 
Herod knew that the Child could not be 
more than two years old. He ordered his 
soldiers to go to Bethlehem and kill all the 
male children, of two years and under. In 
this way he thought that Jesus, too, would 
be killed. 

The soldiers obeyed the wicked Herod. 
That day there was great sorrow in Beth- 
lehem. The soldiers went to each house, 
took the boy babies, and put them to 
death. 

These children so cruelly killed are 
called by the Church the Holy Innocents. 
Every year there is a day set aside in 
memory of their death. This feast is 
celebrated on December 28 . 

But the soldiers of Herod did not 
kill Jesus. In the night an angel had 
appeared to Joseph and said, "Arise, take 
the Child and His mother, and flee to 
Egypt. Stay there till I tell you to come 


back. Herod wants to kill the Child.’’ 

And so Joseph rose, took Mary and the 
little Jesus, and fled to Egypt. In this way 
Jesus was saved. 

A few years after the murder of the 
Holy Innocents, King Herod was stricken 
with a very terrible disease, and died in 
torments. His son, Archelaus, succeeded 
him as king. 

Then an angel appeared again to 
Joseph. He said, "Rise, take the Child and 
His Mother, and return to the land of 
Israel. Those who sought to kill the Child 
are now dead.” 

The Holy Family went back to the 
land of Israel. Joseph however was afraid 
that Archelaus might harm Jesus, and so 
he did not go to live in Bethlehem or 
Judea. He took Jesus instead to Galilee, to 
his old home in Nazareth, 

There Jesus grew up and spent all 
His childhood and youth, till He began 
His public life. He was obedient to His 
mother and to Joseph. By this life He 
teaches us the great virtue of obedience to 
our parents and superiors, and so to God. 
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In Nazareth Jesus was obedient to His mother 

, and :, to St. losepfe. 
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72. Tlie CMH Jesus in tlie Temple 

the third 
up to the 


J^N THOSE days, all the Jews that could do 

so went every year to celebrate the Feast 
of the Pasch in Jerusalem. This feast was 
to commemorate the departure of the 
Israelites out of Egypt. 

When Jesus was twelve years old, 
Mary and Joseph took Him with them to 
Spend the Pasch in Jerusalem. 

When the festival was over, Mary 
and Joseph prepared to return to Nazareth. 
They went with many relatives and 
friends who had also spent several days in 
Jerusalem. 

As they traveled, Mary and Joseph 
thought that Jesus was with the other 
members of their company. But when 
evening came, they did not see Jesus 
They asked all their traveling com- 
panions, but no one had seen the Child. 

Mary and Joseph were very much 
troubled. They returned at once to 
Jerusalem to look for the lost Child. 

For two days they looked for Jesus. 
They went everywhere, but could not find 
Him. They almost gave up hope of ever 
seeing Him again. 


Then on the third day Mary and 
Joseph w^ent up to the Temple. There 
they found Jesus seated among the wise 
men whose duty it was to study the 
Law and teach it to the people. Al- 
though they were the wisest men in all 
Judea, they were full of wonder and 
admiration at the questions and an- 
swers of Jesus. They could not believe 
that One so young could have so much 
wisdom. 

When Mary and Joseph saw Jesus, 
they were very happy. Mary came near to 
her Son and said softly, “Son, why have 
You left us? We have been looking for 
You, sorrowing.” 

But Jesus answered, “Why did you 
look for Me? Did you not know that I 
must be about My Fathers business?” 

Then Jesus arose and left the Temple 
with His mother and St. Joseph. They all 
returned to Nazareth. 

By this event Jesus showed us that we 
must love God above all things. To do 
His will, we must even leave those dearest 
to us. 
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came down in the form of a dove 
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73. Tlie Baptisai of Jesus 


iHAT time John, the son of Zachary 
and Elizabeth, was thirty years old. 
From childhood he had been living alone 
in ‘the desert, eating nothing but locusts 
and honey. 

John was called by the Spirit of God 
to prepare for the coming of the Saviour. 
He therefore left the desert and began 
preaching. 

John went near the Jordan river, to 
a place where many people going to 
Jerusalem or leaving it passed. He preached, 
crying to all, “Repent, for the Kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand. Do penance for 
your sins.’"' 

When the people asked John what they 
should do, he told them to share their 
goods with the poor. He said that the tax- 
gatherers should take only what was their 
right. He advised the soldiers not to accuse 
anyone falsely. 

John baptized in the Jordan all who 
were penitent. This was a sign of the 
purification of their souls. John is called 
the Baptist, Because he baptized many to 
prepare them for the Lord. 

Many who heard John thought him a 


great prophet. Others believed birn to be f 
the promised Redeemer. But Jphn said, | 

“I baptize you v^rith water. One will come | 
Who is mightier than I, Whose shoe- | 
string I am not worthy to loose. He will I 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost.'’ In I 
these words he spoke of Jesus. I 

One day Jesus Himself came to John I 
to be baptized. John knew at once that j 
Jesus was the Son of God. He refused to | 
baptize Him, saying, “l ought to be bap- I 
tized by You, and do You come to me?” | 

But Jesus answered, “Let it be done | 
so, now. For we must do everything that I 
My Lather wills.” So John baptized Jesus I 
in the Jordan. : I : 

When He was baptized, Jesus went out | ; 

of the water. At once the heavens were | 
opened. The Holy Ghost came down in the | i 
form of a dove, and rested on Jesus. From f I 
heaven the Father spoke, “This is My be- | ■ 

loved Son, in Whom I am well pleased,” ! ; 

When we arc baptized, we become f 
children of God and members of the | 
Catholic Church. The Holy Ghost descends | 
upon us. Original sin and all other sins | 
we may have are washed away. I 
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Jesus answered, “Man lives not by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from God.” 


Jesus replied, “Begone, Satan. You shall adore 
only the Lord your God.” 





74. Jesus Is Tempted by the Devil 


^FTER. Jesus was baptized, the Holy 
Spirit led Him out into the desert 
near the Jordan. There He fasted forty 
days and forty nights. During all that 
time He ate nothing, and became hungry. 

Then the devil came to tempt Him, 
saying. If You are the Son of God, com- 
mand that these stones be made bread.” 

Jesus answered, “Man lives not by 
bread alone, but by every word that comes 
from God.” 

The devil took Jesus up to Jerusalem, 
and put Him down on the highest point 
of the Temple. Far below them they 
could see the crowds going back and forth 
about their work. The devil said to Jesus, 
“If you are the Son of God, throw Your- 
self down. For it is written that God will 
give His angels charge over You. They 
will bear You up, and keep You from 
dashing Your feet against the stones.” 

But Jesus answered, “It is also written 
that you shall not tempt the Lord your 
God.” T’; 

The devil, however, was not to be 


discouraged so easily. Once more he tried 
to tempt Jesus. Taking Him to a very 
high mountain, he showed Him all the 
great kingdoms of the world, and all their 
glory. He said, “I will give You all these 
kingdoms if You will fall down and 
adore me.” 

Then Jesus replied, “Begone, Satan. 
You shall adore only the Lord your God. 
You shall serve Him alone.” 

Defeated in his purposes, the devil 
left Jesus. Angels came to serxre Him. 

Jesus left the desert and returned to 
the country about the Jordan. He passed 
by the place where John was preaching 
and baptizing. 

Seeing Jesus coming, John turned to the 
crowds around him, pointed to J^sus, and 
said, “Behold the Lamb of God. Behold 
Him Who takes away the sins of the 
world. This is He of Whom I said, ‘After 
me will come a Man Who is greater than 
I, because He is before me.’ I baptize with 
water, so that He may be known. I give 
testimony that this is the Son of God.” 
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When Jesus passed by, John the Baptist pointed to 


‘BelioM the Lamfe oi ' God 
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I 75, The First Discipl es 


I ^ jP^-^ next day John was talking to two 
I ^ young men on the banks of the 

I Jordan. He was teaching them what to do 
I in order to please God. At the moment 
i Jesus passed by. John pointed to Him and 
said to the young men, “Behold the Lamb 
I of God!” 

I At these words, the young men, 

I Andrew and John, left the Baptist and 
I followed Jesus. When Jesus heard them 
i following Him, He turned and asked, 

I “What are you seeking?” 

I The two did not know w’’hat to say. 

I They asked, Master, where do You live?” 

I Jesus replied, “Come and see.” Andrew 
I and John stayed with Jpsus all that day, 

I and Jesus taught them, 
f Later Andrew brought his brother 
I Simon to Jesus. Jesus said to Simon, “You 
i are Simon Bar-Jona. You shall be called 
I Cephas, that is to say, Peter, a rock.” 

I But Peter did not understand. He did 
I not know then that he was to be the head 
I of the Church founded by Jesus. 

I Next day, Jesus got ready to go to 
I Galilee. Seeing a man named Philip, He 

I 


looked at him and said, “Follow Me.” I 
Philip at once obeyed, and followed I 
Jesus. I 

Philip had a friend called Nathanael ! 
and went to find him. He said to | 
Nathanael, “We have found Him of | 
Whom Moses and the prophets wrote. He I 
is Jesus of Nazareth.” Nathanael laughed i 
and said. “Can any good come out of f 
Nazareth?” Philip replied, “Come and see.” 

So Nathanael went with Philip to | 
Jesus. When Jesus saw Nathanael, He said, f 
Here comes a true Israelite, in. whom there I 
is no malice. Nathanael in surprise asked, t 
How do You know me?” I 

Jesus replied. Before Philip called you, | 

as you sat under the fig tree, I saw you.” I 
Nathanael was filled with wonder aiid f 
belief. He cried out, “Master, You are the I 
Son of God.” Jesus answered, “Because of I 
what I said, you believe. Greater things ^ 
than this you shall see.” | 

These men — Andrew, John, Simon, I 

Philip, and blaihanael — - w"ere the first § 
disciples of Jesus, and were later on chosen I 
by Him as Apostles. f 

I 
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‘Draw out and carry it to the chief steward. 













76. Jesus Works His First Miracle 


Jesus and His disciples went to a 

wedding feast in the town of Cana in 
Galilee. Mary, the Mother of Jesus, was 
also present at the feast. 

There were so many guests that after 
a ^while all the wine was drunk. The 
bridegroom was troubled, because his 
guests had no wine to drink. Taking pity 
on him, Mary said gently to Jesus, “Son, 
they have no wine.” 

Jesus answered, “What is it to you or 
to Me? My hour has not yet come.” 

But Mary knew how Jesus loved all 
men. She knew that He helped anyone" in 
trouble. Sure that He would grant her 
prayer, she said to the waiters, “Do 
whatever He tells you.” 

Six water-pots were standing in the 
room. Calling the waiters, Jesus said, 
“Take those water-pots and fill them 
with water.” 

The waiters obeyed at once, and filled 
the pots with water up to the very 
brim. Jesus said, “Pour out some of 
what is in the pots, and carry it to the 
chief steward.” 


The steward tasted what the waiters 
brought him. It was very good wine. 
Hov/ surprised he was! Not knowing 
where the wine had come from, he said to 
the bridegroom, “When there is a feast, 
every man serves the good wine first. But 
you have saved the best wine for the last, 
and have served it only now^” 

In this way Jesus worked His first 
miracle, at Cana in Galilee. He changed 
water into wine, at His Mother’s request. 
By this we learn how much Jesus loves 
Mary. We, too, may obtain graces from 
Him, if we ask through His Mother and 
our Mother, Mary. 

The disciples saw the power of Jesus, 
and their faith in Him increased. This was 
the first of the many miracles Jesus 
worked, to prove His divinity. 

From that time His fame spread. Many 
came to seek Him — the lame, the blind, 
the dumb, the leprous. Everywhere in 
Judea and Galilee and other places around, 
Jesus went, healing those who believed 
in Him. Even the dead were brought 
back to life. 
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77. Jesus Drives the SeUers Out from the Temple 


JN THE Temple at Jerusalem the Jews 
^were going to celebrate the yearly Pasch. 
^ ith His disciples Jesus went there to 
attend the feast. When Jesus was about 
to enter the Temple, He saw men selling 
oxen, sheep, and doves for the sacrifices. 
Also present were many money-changers. 

Jesus saw the buying and selling, and 
heard the great noise made. How sad and 
angry He was! Taking a whip of cords, 
He drove away the sellers, and overturned 
the tables of the money-changers. He said 
to those that sold doves, “Take away those 
things. Do not make of My Father’s house 
a market-place.” 

The Jews angrily asked Jesus, “By 
what right do You do these things? Show 
us a sign.” 

Jesus replied, “Destroy this Temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up.” He 
was speaking of His own Body, but the 
Jews did not then understand Him. 

The Pharisees and Scribes began to 
hate Jesus. The Pharisees were those Jews 
who had studied the Law, but obeyed only 
its form and letter. They were hypocrites. 


Although they did not love God, they 
thought themselves much better and wiser 
than other men. The Scribes explained 
the Law to the people. 

The Pharisees and Scribes were jealous 
of Jesus because the people loved Him. He 
was everybody’s Friend. They found fault 
with Him because He went with publicans 
and sinners, although they knew well He 
did so only to make these good. 

The publicans were the collectors, or 
tax-gatherers, for the Roman emperor. 
They were often harsh in their tax- 
gathering. The Jews disliked them very 
much. 

But Jesus was kind to those whom 
every one knew to be sinners. He was 
kind even to Samaritans, and other tribes 
despised by the Jews. At that time the Jews 
believed it wrong to be friends with other 
tribes. They thought that the Jews were 
the only worthy people. Jesus however 
went with Samaritans as well as with 
Jews. The Pharisees came to hate Him so 
much that they planned to put Him to 
death. 
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78. Jesus Speaks to the Samaritan Woman 


IN THE way from Judea to Galilee, 
Jesus and His disciples passed through 
Samaria. They stopped at the place where 
Jacob’s well was. 

Jesus was very tired. He sat down to 
rest at the well, while His disciples went 
to buy food in the city. Soon a Samaritan 
woman came to draw water at the well. 

Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” 

The woman was surprised. She asked, 
“Why is it that You, a Jew, ask a drink 
from me, a Samaritan?” 

Jesus replied, “If you only knew the 
gift of God, and Who asks you for a 
drink, you would ask Him, and He would 
give you living water.” 

The woman was surprised at this 
answer. She said, “The well is deep and 
You have nothing with which to draw 
water. How then can You get living water?” 

Jesus said, “Whoever drinks of this 
water shall be thirsty again. But he who 
drinks of the water I give shall never thirst.” 

The woman replied, “Give me this 
water, then, that I may never be thirsty.” 


So Jesus told her that He was the 
promised Messias. He also told her the sins 
that she had committed. She was surprised, 
because He knew the sins that she thought 
were her secret. 

When the Samaritan woman returned 
to the city, she told the people that Jesus 
was Christ. She told them that He could 
even tell her secret sins. 

In the meantime the disciples of Jesus 
had returned. They urged Him to eat 
some food. But He said, “My food is to 
do the will of Him that sent Me.” 

The Samaritans came from the city, 
and asked Jesus to stay with them. He 
remained two days, teaching them. The 
people came to believe in Jesus. They said 
to the Samaritan woman, “We know that 
He is indeed the Saviour of the world.” 

From Samaria, Jesus returned to 
Galilee. There He often taught the people 
from the synagogues. These were the 
places where the Jews went to worship, 
and to hear the explanation of the Law 
by the priests. 




Jesus travelled throughout the country. He cured alJ the sick that came to Him and 

believed in Him, 








79. Jesus Works Many Miracles 

N THE Sabbath Jesus went into the gave thanks to God, for it was at that hour 
s'ynagogue of ISiazareth, where He has that Jesus had said, “Go, your son lives.” 
grot^i'ii up as a Child. He announced to One Sabbath, Jesus went into the 
the peoply that He was the Messias, but synagogue at Capharnaum. As He taught 

those present, a man among His hearers 


they would not believe Him. 

Jesus said, No prophet is believed in 
his own country.” The people were so 
angry that they took Jesus to the top of 
a hill, in order to throw Him down. But 
He escaped from them safely. 

At Capharnaum one day, a certain 
ruler came to Jesus. He asked Him to heal 
his son, who was dying. 

Jesus answered, “Unless you see signs 
and wonders, you do not believe.” 

But the sad father said, “Come down, 
before my son dies.” Jesus therefore said, 
“Go, your son lives.” 

The ruler believed Jesus, and returned 
home. His servants met him on the way 
and told him that his son was already well. 

The ruler asked, “At what time did 
my son get better?” 

The servants replied, “Yesterday, at the 
seventh hour, the fever left him.” The ruler 


cried out like a madman, for he had an 
evil spirit in him. 

Jesus said to the spirit, “Come out of 
him.” The devil fled, and the man was 
cured. Ail were surprised and said, “Do 
even evil spirits obey Him?” ’ 

Leaving the synagogue, Jesus went 
with His disciples to the house of Simon 
Peter. The mother-in-law of Simon was 
sick with a high fever. Jesus took her by 
the hand and lifted her up. At once the 
fever left her. She stood up and began to 
wait on the guests. After sunset, many sick 
were brought to Jesus. He laid His hands 
on every one of them and cured them. 

Jesus travelled about throughout the 
country, preaching. He taught people 
what to do in order to please God. He 
cured all the sick that came to Him and 
that believed in Him. 
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paralytic, 


1, your sins are forgiven. 








so. Jesus Heals the Man Sick, with Palsy 


|NE DAY in Capharnaum Jesus was 
teaching in a house. So many people 
came to listen to Him that the house was 
crowded. There was no room left even at 
the door. 

Four men arrived, carrying a sick man 
^yitig in a bed. The man could not move, 
because he was very sick with palsy. His 
whole body was paralyzed. 

The four men wanted to ask Jesus to 
heal the sick man, and tried to find a way 
into the room where Jesus was. But the 
crowd was so great that they could not get 
into the room. Therefore, taking the sick 
one up to the roof, the men made an open- 
ing into the room where Jesus was teach- 
ing, Then through this opening they let 
down the bed on which the paralytic lay. 

Jesus saw the faith of the four men 
and of the paralytic. He said, “Son, your 
sins are forgiven." 

Some of the scribes present heard what 
Jesus said, and began to find fault with 
Him. They thought, “He is speaking 
blasphemy. Who can forgive sins except - 
God alone?" 


Jesus saw the thoughts of the scribes. 
He rebuked them, saying, “Why do you 
think evil in your hearts? Which is easier 
to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 
‘Rise, take up your bed, and walk?’ But 
I will show you that the Son of Man has 
power on earth to forgive sins." 

Then, turning to the paralytic, .lesus 
said, “Arise. Take up your bed, and go 
home.” 

Immediately the sick man. arose. He 
took up his bed, and went out of the 
house, in the sight of all the people 
gathered there. 

Everybody was filled with wonder at 
this miracle. It showed them the power of 
Jesus to do what God alone can do. 

This miracle, and the words of Jesus, 
show us, too, the power of God to forgive 
sins. Later on, Jesus left to His Church the 
Sacrament of Confession, for the forgiveness 
of sins. He gave His disciples this great and 
holy power. Their successors, the Bishops 
and the priests of the Catholic Church, act 
in the name of Jesus, and by His order, 
when they use this power of forgiving sins. 
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81. Jesus Chooses 

Jesus went up to a mountain to pray. 

There He stayed all night, praying. In 
the morning He called His disciples and 
chose twelve from among them. 

These were the ones chosen: Simon 
Peter and Andrew his brother; James 
and John, the sons of Zebedee; Philip 
and Bartholomew, who was also called 
Nathanael; Matthew and Thomas; James 
and Jude Thaddeus, sons of Alpheus; 
Simon Zelotes, and Judas Iscariot. These 
twelve men were called Apostles. To 
them Jesus gave more power than to 
His other disciples. 

Jesus was sorry for the crowds that 
followed Him, because they seemed like 
sheep without a shepherd. He said to His 
disciples, “The harvest is great, but the 
laborers are few. Pray to the Lord of the 
harvest, that He may send laborers into 
His harvest.” 

After a night of prayer, Jesus called 
the twelve Apostles. He said, “Go and 
teach the Children of Israel. Say that the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 

Jesus gave them power to cure the sick, 
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heal lepers, cast out devils, and raise the 
dead to life. He said, “Freely have you 
received, freely give. Do not carry any 
money with you. The worker is worthy 
of his wages. Wherever you go, live with 
those who are worthy. When you enter 
a house, say ‘Peace be to this bouse!’ If 
the house is worthy, peace shall come to it. 
If any town or house refuses to receive you, 
leave that place. Shake off its dust from 
your feet.” 

Later Jesus also sent seventy-two 
other disciples two by two into the cities 
and villages to preach the Kingdom of 
God. He said, “Behold, I send you as 
sheep among wolves. Men will persecute 
you. They will scourge you. You will 
be hated for My Name’s sake. But the 
disciple is not above the Master. If they 
persecute Me, how much more will they 
persecute you! Do not fear, however, for 
they can only kill the body. Rather be 
afraid of Him who can destroy both body 
and soul in hell.” 

Most of the disciples of Jesus died as 
martyrs. 















The Sermon 


Homit 


Jesus went up a mountain. A great 

number of people followed Him. He 
taught them as He sat on mountainside. 
This is part of what Our Lord said: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of Heaven. 

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
possess the land. 

“Blessed are they that mourn, for they 
shall be comforted. 

“Blessed are they that hunger and thirst 
after justice, for they shall have their fill. 

“Blessed arc the merciful, for they 
shall obtain mercy. 

“Blessed are the clean of heart, for they 
shall see God. 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be called the children of God. 

“Blessed are they that suffer persecu- 
tion for justice’s sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are you, when men shall revile 
you, and persecute you, and speak all that 
is evil against you untruly, for My sake. 
Be glad and rejoice, for your rew'ard is 
very great in heaven.” 


“Do not think that I came to des- 
troy the Law. I came not to destroy, but 
to fulfill. Love your enemies, and do good 
to them that hate you. For if you love 
only those that love you, what merit have 
you? Do not the heathen do the same? 

“Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect. Judge not, that you may not be 
judged. Why do you see the mote in your 
brother’s eye, but do not think of the beam 
in your own? Take first the beam from 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly 
enough to take the mote out of your 
brother’s eye. 

“Beware of false prophets. They come 
to you in the clothing of sheep, but in- 
wardly they are ravening wolves. By their 
fruits you shall know" them. Every good 
tree brings forth good fruit, and every evil 
tree brings forth evil fruit. Not every one 
that says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. He that does 
the will of My Father shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.” 

The blessings pronounced by Jesus on the 
Mount are called “The Eight Beatitudes”. 






















ob (a). Jesus Cures the Centurion’s Servant 


JN THOSE days the Roman soldiers were 
under officers called centurions. The 
centurion at Capharnaum had a servant 
that he loved very much. One day, this ser- 
vant fell sick, and was at the point of death. 

The centurion went to Jesus and said, 
“Lord, my servant is very sick at home.’’ 

Jesus replied, “I will come and cure 
him. ’ But the centurion answered, “Lord, 
I am not worthy that Thou shouldst enter 
under my roof. But only say the word. 


and my servant shall be healed. For I also I 
have men under me. When I command ! 
them they obey at once.” i 

Surprised and pleased at the centurion's f 
reply, Jesus said to those that followed | 
Him, “I have not found so great faith in | 
Israel.” To the centurion He said, “Go, I 
and as you have believed, let it be done.” f 
The centurion’s servant was healed. 1 

: I 

In this we are taught to pray to Jesus ' | 

with great faith, in all our needs. I 


i 

i 

i 

I 

i 
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(i>), Jesus Raises the Widow’s Son 


Jesus went to the city of Naim with His 
disciples. A great number of people fol- 
lowed Him. When they were near the gate 
of the city, they saw a funeral procession 
coming out. The dead man was the only 
son of a widow. The mother walked in the 
funeral, weeping with great sorrow. 

Seeing her grief, Jesus took pity on her. 
and said, “Weep not.” Then, touching the 
coffin, He said to the dead man, “Young 
man, arise.” At once the widow’s son sat 


up and began to speak. Jesus gave him to 
his mother. How astonished the people 
were! They praised God in these words.- 
“A great prophet has risen among us. God 
has visited His people.” 

The news of the miracle spread 
throughout Judea. By it Jesus proved 
that He was the very God, Who can bring 
men from death back to life. If we believe 
in Him, He will do great things for ms. 
He will pity us, as He pitied the widow. 
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■ 84. Jesus Forgiv 

PHARISEE named Simon invited Jesus 
to eat with him at his house. As they 
were at table with the other guests, a 
beautiful woman entered the room. 

This was Mary Magdalen. She was a 
great sinner, as everyone knew. She came 
in with an alabaster box of precious 
perfume in her hands. Weeping, she went 
to where Jesus sat, and knelt at His feet. 

She washed His feet with her tears, and 
wiped them with her long and lovely hair. 
She kept kissing His feet, weeping all the 
while in great sorrow. Last of all, taking 
the alabaster box, she poured out all the 
precious perfume over His feet. 

When Simon the Pharisee saw what 
Mary Magdalen was doing, he said to 
himself, “If this man were a prophet. He 
would surely know who and what kind of 
woman is touching Him. He would know 
that she is a sinner.” 

Jesus saw the thoughts of the Pharisee 
and said, “Simon, I have something to say 
to you.” 

Simon answered, “Master, say it.” 

Then Jesus said: “A certain creditor 


es Mary Magdalen 

had two debtors. One of them owed him 
five hundred pence, and the other owed 
him fifty. Because neither could pay the 
debt, the creditor forgave them both. Which 
of the two, therefore, loved him most?” 

Simon replied, “I suppose the one to 
whom he forgave most.” And Jesus said, 
“You have judged rightly.” 

Turning to Mary Magdalen, Jesus 
said, “Do you see this woman? I entered 
your house, but you gave Me no water for 
My feet. With her tears she has washed 
My feet, and wiped them with her hair. 
You gave Me no kiss; since she came in, 
she has not ceased to kiss My feet. You 
did not anoint My head; but with her per- 
fume she has anointed My feet. Therefore 
I say to you: Many sins are forgiven her, 
because she has loved much. He to whom 
less is forgiven loves less.” 

To Mary Magdalen Jesus said, “Your 
sins are forgiven. Your faith has made 
you safe. Go in peace.” 

But those who were present said to 
themselves, “Who is this that forgives sins 
also?” 










85 (a). Jesus Calms tlie Ston 


ipROM the time that John and Andrew 


A great storm arose. 1 he wind was 


I . _^o^^owed Jesus, many men became His so strong that the waves rose as high as I 


disciples. 

Jesus taught His disciples more than 
He taught others that came to hear Him. 


houses. Much water entered the boat. 

The disciples were afraid that the boat 
would sink. They awakened Jesus and said, 


Sometimes He told them of things that “Lord, save us, or we perish.” Jesus replied, 

would happen in the future. He also told “Why are you afraid, you of little faith? 

them to have strong faith in Him. Am I not with you?” Then He stood up 

One day Jesus entered a boat and and said to the winds and the sea, “Peace, 

taught the people from it. W^hen He had be still.” At once there was a great calm, 
finished. He told His disciples to row to The tempest was gone, as if it had never 
the other side of the lake. He was very been. The disciples in wonder said, “Who is 
tired, and fell asleep. this, that both winds and sea obev Him?” 


(b). The Miracu! 

j|^NE day Jesus stood by the Lake of Ge- 
nesareth. On the shore there were two 
boats, one of which belong to Simon Peter. 

Jesus went into Peter’s boat. He said, 
“Go where the water is deep. Then let 
your nets down.” 

Peter answered, “Master, we have been 
fishing all night, but have caught nothing. 
However, because You tell me to do so, I 
will let down the net.” 
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oils Catch of Fishes 

their net. Fliey caught so many fishes 
that their net broke. Calling fishermen 
from the other boat to help them, they 
filled both boats with fishes, so that they 
v/ere almost sinking. 

In wonder, Peter fell down at the feet 
of Jesus. He cried, “Depart from me, for 
I am a sinful man.” Jesus replied, “Fear 
not. From now on you will catch men.” 
Thus Jesus spoke of Peter’s future preach- 
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S7. Jesus Multiplies 

jpEOPLE followed Jesus wherever He 
went. Once they followed Him up a 
mountain. Seeing how many had come, 
Jesus asked the Apostles, “Where shall we 
buy bread, that these people may eat?” 

They answered, “Two hundred penny- 
worth of bread will not be enough for 
them. There is a boy here, vdth five loaves 
of bread and two small fishes, but what is 
that among so many?” 

Jesus told the people to sit down. 
There were about five thousand present. 
They sat on the grass on the side of the 
mountain. Jesus took the loaves of bread, 
gave thanks, and broke the bread into 
pieces. Then He gave them to His disciples, 
to be distributed among the people. The 
disciples also distributed the fishes. 

When everybody had eaten as much 
as he wanted, Jesus said to His disciples, 
“Gather up what remains, that nothing 
may be lost.” They filled twelve baskets 
with the fragments. 

When the people saw this miracle, they 
exclaimed, “He is indeed the prophet that 
was promised for the world.” They wanted 


the Loaves of Bread 

to make Him king, but Jesus sent them 
away. In the night He followed His 
disciples to Capharnaum. 

Another time Jesus again worked this 
miracle of the multiplication of bread. A 
crowd of four thousand had followed 
Him. There was nothing to eat except 
seven loaves of bread. 

Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and 
broke the bread into pieces. He ordered 
His disciples to give the bread to those 
present. When all had eaten, seven baskets 
of fragments were left. 

By these miracles of the multiplica- 
tion of earthly bread, Jesus showed us His 
power. Later He was to use that power 
in the institution of the Holy Eucharist. 
There, the Heavenly Bread, which is His 
Body, is multiplied. In that Sacrament 
we partake of the Body whose Presence 
Jesus multiplies, as He multiplied the 
bread on the mountain. 

If we find it difficult to follow Jesus, 
we should feed our souls with His Body, 
so that we may be given strength, as those 
that were fed in the desert. 
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jesiis Gives the Keys to Peter 


Jesus and His disciples were in the town 
of Cesarea Philippi. He asked them, 
“Who do men say the Son of Man is?” 

They answered, “Some say He is John 
the Baptist. Others say He is Elias. Still 
others think He is Jeremias, or one of the 
Prophets.” 

Jesus said, “But you, who do you say 
I am?” 


Peter the head of His Church. Keys are and 
have always been a symbol of power. 
When Our Lord said, “I will give you the 
keys of Heaven,” He meant to give Peter 
power to rule the Church. 

Peter was the first Pope of the Holy 
Catholic Church. He was the head on 
earth of the Religion established by Jesus 
Christ Himself, the only True Religion. He 


Answering for his companions, Simon was the first of the long line of Popes that 


Peter declared, “You are Christ, the Son 
of the Living God.” 

Then Jesus said to Peter, “Blessed are 
you, Simon, Bar-Jona. Flesh and blood 
has not revealed this truth to you. My 


have succeeded each other ever since, to rule 
God’s Church. He who does not obey the 
Pope is disobedient to Jesus Christ. He 
who refuses to recognize the Pope does not 
belong to the Church of Jesus Christ. For 


Father in heaven has taught it to you. And Jesus Christ placed the Pope at the head 
I say to you: You are Peter; and upon this of that Chuixh. 

rock I will build My Church, and the gates From the time that Jesus chose Peter 
of hell shall not prevail against it. I will to be the first among the Apostles, He 
give you the keys of the Kingdom of began to tell them of His coming passion 
Heaven. Whatever you shall bind upon and death. But He always added that after 
earth shall be bound also in Heaven, three days He would rise again. 

Whatever you shall loose upon earth shall Jesus taught them, saying, “What does 
be loosed also in Heaven.” it profit a man, if he gain the whole world, 

By these words Jesus promised to make but suffer the loss of his own soul?” 
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90 (a) . Tlie Traiisfiofiiration of Jesus 


Jesus took Peter, John, and James with 

Him up to a mountain to pray. As 
He prayed, the Apostles saw that His face 
was changed. It shone like the sun, with 
a bright and white light. His clothing, too, 
shone brightly. As they looked, two men 
appeared and talked to Jesus. Those men 
were Moses and Elias. Like Jesus, they 
were surrounded by light. 

The Apostles were very much surprised 
by the Transfiguration. Peter cried out, 
"Master, let us make three tabernacles: one 
for You. one for Moses, and one for Elias.” 


As Peter spoke, a bright cloud appeared 
and covered them. From the cloud a voice 
came, saying, “This is My beloved Son. 
Hear Him.” The Apostles Were afraid, and 
fell upon their faces. But Jesus touched 
them and said, “Arise. Do not be afraid.” 

When the Apostles looked up, they saw 
nobody except Jesus. Elias and Moses were 
gone. Jesus was no longer transfigured. 
He looked as He was before. As they went 
down the mountain, Jesus said, “Do not 
tell anyone what you have seen, until I 
shall rise from the dead.” 


(b), Jesus Cures a Man Possessed bj tlie Devil 


A t THE 
^ found 


foot of the mountain, Jesus 
a big crowd surrounding the 


rest of His disciples. A man ran to meet 
Him, and fell at His feet. The man cried. 
“Lord, have mercy on my son. He is a luna- 
tic, and suffers much. I brought him to 
Your disciples, but they could not cure 
him.” Taking pity on the man, Jesus 
touched the boy and said to the evil spirit 


in him, “Go out of him.” The boy regained 
his senses, and was well from that hour. 

Amazed, the disciples asked, “Why is 
it that we could not cure the boy? Why 
could we not cast the devil out? We tried 
very hard, but with no results.” Jesus 
answered, “It is because of your lack of 
faith. Besides, this kind of devil is cast out 
only by prayer and fasting.” 
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j 91. Jesns Forgives a Sinful Woman | 

I T™ Scribes and Pharisees brought a not sinned. They were filled with sharne. | 

I very sinful woman to Jesus. They Without saying anything, nor making any | 

I said, “Master, this woman is very wicked, noise, they went away, one by one, till all | 

I The Law says that as punishment for her were gone. I 

I sin, she should be stoned to death. What Only the woman stood before Jesus. I 

I do You say?” He looked up from His writing and saw | 

I Jesus saw how the woman wept with that she was still weeping. j 

I sorrow and shame because of her sin. She Jesus said gently, “Woman, where | 

I could not even look at Jesus, but covered are those that accused you? Has no one | 

I her face with her hands, and wept, as her condemned you?” ^ I 

I accusers dragged her before Him. The woman heard the gentle voice of | 

J Jesus did not answer the Pharisees. Jesus, and His kind words. She looked at | 

I Stooping, He wrote with His finger on the Him and answered, “No man, Lord.l’ f 

I sand. He was sorry for the woman, but Then Jesus said to her, “Neither do I ! 

I He also knew that the Pharisees were condemn you. Go, and sin no more.” | 

I right about the Law. They urged Him to In this way Jesus forgave a wicked f 
I answer. sinner. He forgave all who were sorry for I 

I At length Jesus looked up and said, their sins, however wicked. | 

I “Let him that is without sin among you. The Pharisees found fault with Jesus | 
I first cast a stone at her.” Then Jesus again for forgiving sins. In the same way the f 
I bent, to write on the sand. enemies of the Church attack Confession. I 

I The Scribes and Pharisees were as- They do not believe the teachings of Jesus | 

I tonished at the answer of Jesus. They about the forgiveness of sins. They find | 

I began thinking of their own sins. Notone fault with the Sacrament of Penance that | 
f among them could say truly that he had Jesus Himself instituted. | 

I ^ 
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92, Jesiis Heals the 


^^JANY of those cured by Jesus were blind 
men. Once, as He was leaving the 
Temple, He saw a man who was blind 
from birth. The disciples asked Jesus, 
“Master, who sinned, this man, or his 
parents, that he was born blind?” 

Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor 
his parents sinned. He is blind, so that the 
greatness of God may be shown in him. 
For I must work the works of God while 
it is yet day. Soon night comes, and no 
man can work.” 

Then Jesus put clay on the blind man’s 
eyes. He said, “Go, wash yourself in the 
pool of Siloe.” 

The blind man obeyed, and was cured 
at once. 

The neighbors of the blind man, and 
those that used to see him begging, were 
very much surprised that he could now 
see. They asked each other, “Is not this 
he who sat and begged? 

The man answered, “I am he.” 

They said to him, “How is it that 
now you can see?” 


The man replied, "A Man named Jesus 
made clay and put it on my eyes. He said, 
‘Go and wash in the pool of Siloe’. I went 
and washed, and received my sight.” 

But the Jews did not believe what the 
man told them. They called his parents and 
asked, “Is not this your son that was born 
blind? How is it that now he can see?” 

His parents said, “He is of age; ask 
him. Let him tell you himself,” 


j^'OU?” 

He reolied. 


ain as 

ked the 

son 

t, “What 

1 

you? 

How 

did 

He cure 

I 

J 

‘I ha\ 

^e alrea< 

iy t 

old you. 

:i 
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The Jews said, “We do not know who 
this Jesus is. We do not know w^here He 
comes from.” 

The man answered, “Yet He has opened 
m.y eyes. Now w^e know that God does not 
hear sinners. He hears those who love 
Him and do His will. Since the world 
began, no one has heard of any man being 
cured if he was born blind. If Jesus is not 
of God, He could do nothing.” 
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93. Jesns iu the House of Mary and Martha 

F ™'' «*er grain into barns. Yet yo 

two sisters Martha and Ifcy, lived p^^er feeds them. Are you i 

with their brother Lazarus. They were (ban the birds? And u 

friends of Jesus. 

One day Jesus went to their house and of the field grow. They do 
sat down to rest. Mary sat at His feet and Neither do they spin. Yet not e^ 
listened to His teachings. Martha went back all his glory was dressed as c 
and forth preparing food and arranging the If Qod clothes the plants of the 
house. When Martha saw Mary, she came are here today, but tomorrow 
to Jesus and asked, “Lord, is it right that how much more will He clothe 
Mary should leave me to do the work of little faith! So do not be an 
alone? Tell her to help me.” Kingdom of God and 

Jesus answered, “Martha, Martha, you and all these things will be ^iv 
are troubled about many things. Only one -Lay 

thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the yourselves treasures on earth, 
better part. It shall not be taken away and moths consume, and wl 
from her. break through and steal. But 

Jesus often taught that people should yourselves treasures in heaven, 
not always be thinking of money and and moths do not consume,' 
other worldly things. He said, “No man thieves do not break througl: 
can serve two masters. Either he will hate For where voiir fTP-icurp i‘« *f-l 
the one and love the other, or he will sup- heart also." 
port the one and: despise the Other* Do not , gy these words Jesus doe 
be anxions about w^hat you will cat, or that w’-e should take no care of i 
what you will wear* . Behold the birds of means ^ that we should take 
the: air* ■■ They do not sow.,, nor reap,, .nor souls first and alwavs^ " ■ 
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94. Jesus Raises Lazarus 


J^AZARUS, 
Mary, was 


the brother of Martha and 
sick. His sisters sent word 
to Jesus, Who was teaching in a distant 
place. After two days, Jesus said to His 
disciples, “Let us go to Bethany. Lazarus 
is sleeping. I shall wake him up again.” 

While Jesus was away, Lazarus had 
died. He had been buried four days. 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, and 
went to meet Him. Weeping before Him, 
she said, “Lord, if You had been here, my 
brother would not have died. Even now 
I know that whatever You ask of God will 
be given to You.” 

Jesus replied, “Lazarus will live again.” 

Martha answered, “I know he will 
live again in the resurrection at the last 
day.” 

Then Jesus said, “I am the Resurrection 
and the Life. He that believes in Me, 
though he be dead, shall live. And he that 
lives and believes in Me shall never die. 
Do you believe this?” 

Martha replied, “Yes, Lord, I believe 
that You are Christ, the Son of the Living 
God.” 


Martha called Mary, who fell weep- 
ing at the feet of Jesus. Mary said, “Lord, 
if You had been here, my brother would 
not have died.” 

Many friends had come with Mary. 
Jesus asked them where they had laid 
Lazarus. They then went to the place 
where he had been buried four days before. 
It was a cave, with a stone closing it. 

Jesus told the men to take away the 
stone. Lifting up His eyes He said, 
“Father, I give You thanks that You 
have heard Me. I know that you hear Me 
always. But let these people around Me 
know, too, that they may believe You 
have sent Me.” In a loud voice Jesus 
cried, “Lazarus, come forth! Immediately 
Lazarus stood up and stepped out of the 
cave. He was wrapped up and tied in his 
burial clothes. Jesus said to those present, 
“Loose him and let him go.” 

Because of this miracle, many believed 
in Jesus. But the Pharisees hated and 
envied Him more. The chief priests called 
a council, and there they determined to put 
Jesus to death. 
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■Let the Kttle children come to Me and forbid them not. The kingdom of heaven is of such.” 













95. Jesus Cails the Children 


Jesus loved children. He always had 
time for them, although He was very 
busy. Once, He had been teaching all day. 
He was tired, and sat down to rest. 

Several mothers came, bringing their 
little ones. They wanted Jesus to put His 
hands on their children and bless them. 

But the disciples rebuked the mothers, 
saying, “Go away with your children. The 
Master is tired. Let Him rest.’’ 

Jesus saw the children, and heard how 
they were being sent away. He said to His 
disciples, “Let the little children come to 
Me, and forbid them not. The kingdom 
of heaven is of such. I tell you that if 
you do not prepare yourselves for the 
kingdom of God with the trust and sim- 


asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven?’’ 

Jesus called a child. Setting the little 
one in their midst, He said, “I say to you 
that unless you are converted and become 
as little children, you shall not enter into 
^ kingdom of heaven. Whoever shall 
humble himself as this little child shall 
be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
And he who receives one child in My 
Name receives Me. 

“But he who shall scandalize one of 
these little ones shall be punished. It were 
better for him that a millstone be hanged 
around his neck, and he be drowned in the 
depths of the sea. Do not despise these 
little ones.’’ 



I plicity of a child, you shall not enter there.” 
I Calling the mothers to bring Him their 
I children, Jesus took the little ones in 
I His arms. He laid His hands on them 
I and blessed them. 

i Jesus often told His followers to 
imitate children. Once, some of the disciples 


From this we learn many important | 
lessons. However old we may be, we 1 
should have clean hearts full of simple | 
trust and faith in God, like the children I 
that Jesus told us to imitate. We should I 
also have special care for children, and f 
love them as Jesus loved them. I 











96. Jesus Is tlie Good Slieplierd 


Jesus often told the people how great the 
love of God is for men. Once He said, 
I am the Good Shepherd. The good 
shepherd gives his life for his sheep. The 
hireling sees the wolves coming, and leaves 
the sheep; and the wolves catch and scatter 
the sheep. 

‘‘But I am the Good Shepherd. I know 
My sheep, and My sheep know Me. I lay 
down My life for My sheep. And I have 
other sheep that are not in this fold. I 
must also bring them. They shall hear 
My voice. There shall be One Fold, and 
One Shepherd.” 

In these words Jesus spoke of those 
people who do not believe in the True 
Religion that He instituted. Jesus wants 
them all to be members of His Holy 
Catholic Church. He tells us that all the 
people of the earth should belong to that 
Church, at the head of which is the Pope, 
the direct successor of Peter. Whoever, 
therefore, helps to spread the T rue Religion 
of Christ is helping to do His will. 


Jesus taught that God seeks the 
conversion of sinners, and rejoices at 
their repentance. The Pharisees murmured 
against Him, because He went with 
publicans and sinners. They said, “This 
Man receives sinners, and eats with them.” 

But Jesus told them, “Not those .that 
are well need a physician, but those that are 
sick. I am come to call, not the just, but 
sinners, that they may do penance.” . 

Jesus said to the Pharisees, “What 
man of you that has a hundred sheep, 
if he loses one of them, does not leave 
the ninety-nine and go after the one 
that is lost? And when he has found 
it, does not lay it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing? Going home, he calls together 
all his friends. He says to them, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep which 
was lost.’ 

“I say to you that in the same way 
there shall be joy in heaven over a sinner 
who does penance, more than over ninety- 
nine just who do not need repentance.” 


195 







".Wjllftf'-t,^ 




iii 










WMie tiie laborers slept, his enemy eame 
and sowed cockle among the wheat. 


As thC; cockle Is gathered and burned, 
be with the wicked at :the 'endv^^ the 


: So win It 
world, x' 




V 97. The Parable of the Wheat and Cockle 

Jesus told m parables about His As the cockle is gathered and burned. 
Church. Once He said: “The kingdom so will it be v/ith the wicked at the end 
of heaven is like a man that sowed good of the world. There shall be weeping, and 
seed in his field. While his laborers slept, gnashing of teeth. Then shall the just 
his enemy came and sowed cockle (or shine as the sun in the kingdom of their 

weeds) among the wheat. When the wheat Father.” 


grew, the cockle also grew. 

“The laborers asked their master, ‘Did 
you not sow good seed? Why is it that 
there is cockle?’ The man answered, ‘An 


Thus Jesus taught that in His Church 
the wicked would be mingled with the 
good, till the end of time. Jesus also 
taught that the Catholic Church was to 


enemy has done this.’ The laborers asked, spread throughout the whole world, and 
Shall we go and gather up the cockle?’ But become the home of all nations, 
the man replied, ‘No, lest in gathering the He said, “The kingdom of heaven is 
cockle you uproot the ■wheat also. Let like a mustard seed. A man so'w^'ed it in 
both grow until the harvest. Then I will his field. It is the least of all seeds. But 


I say to the reapers. Gather up the cockle when it is grown, it becomes a great tree, j 
I first, and burn it. But the wheat gather The birds of the air come to live among f 
I into my barns.*” its thick branches.” r l 

I The disciples asked Jesus to explain The sects that separate from the | 
I the meaning of the parable. He said, “The Church are broken branches of this great ”| 



man that sowed the seed is the Son of Man. 
The field is the world. The good seed arc 
the children of the Kingdom of God. The 
cockle are the children of the devil. The 
enemy is the devil. The harvest is the end 
of the world. The reapers are the angels. 


tree. They cannot bear fimit. They "wM 
all die, as so many sects have already 
died. But the Mother Church will live 
forever. It will spread to all parts of the 
world. All peoples and all nations shall 
belong to it. 
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98. Tlie Parable of the Unmerciful Servant 


Jesus taught forgiveness and mercy. One 

day Peter asked Him, “Lord, how 
often shall I forgive my brother if he 
should sin against me? Seven times?” 

Jesus replied, “Not seven times, but 
seventy times seven.” He meant that we 
should always forgive our enemies. 

Jesus told this parable: “The kingdom 
of heaven is like a certain king who wanted 
to take an account of all those who owed 
him money. One of his servants owed him 
ten thousand talents, but had no money to 
pay the debt. The king ordered that the 
servant should be sold, as well as his wife, 
his children, and all his property, to pay 
the debt. 

“The servant heard the king’s order. 
He fell down before his master and cried, 
‘Lord, have patience with me, and I will 
pay you all.’ 

“Filled with pity, the king let the 
servant go, and forgave him his debt. The 
servant went out. He found one of 
his fellow-servants, who owed him only 
one hundred pence. The servant laid 


hold of his fellow-servant, taking him 
by the throat. He said, ‘Pay me what 
you owe me.’ 

“The fellow-servant fell down before 
him and cried, ‘Have patience with me, and 
I will pay you all.’ 

“But the first servant would not 
forgive him. He cast his fellow-servant 
into prison until he should pay the debt 
of one hundred pence. 

“When the other servants of the king 
saw this, they told their master. Calling 
the first servant, the king said, ‘O you 
wicked servant! I forgave you all your 
great debt of ten thousand talents, because 
you asked me. I had pity on you. Should 
you not also have had mercy on your 
fellow-servant?’ 

“The king was very angry. He ordered 
the first servant to be tortured, until he 
should pay his debt.” 

Jesus said, “So shall My heavenly 
Father do to you, if from your hearts you 
do not forgive others their trespasses 
against you.” 
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The Good Samaritan bound up the wounds of the traveler. 


an inn, and Mad Mini eared for 
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99. The Parable of 

CERTAIN lawyer wished to tempt Jesus. 
He asked, “Master, what must I do 
to possess eternal life?” 

Jesus answered, “What is written in 
the Law?” 

The lawyer said, “Thou shaft love 
the Lord thy God with thy whole heart, 
with thy whole soul, with all thy strength, 
and with all thy mind. Thou shalt also 
love thy neighbor as thyself.” 

Jesus said, “You have answered cor- 
rectly. Do this, and you shall live.” 

But the lawyer asked, “And who is 
my neighbor?” 

In answer, Jesus told this parable: 
“A certain man went down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho. He fell among robbers, who 
wounded him and stripped him of his 
clothes. Then they went away, leaving 
him almost dead. 

“A Jewish minister passed by, and saw 
the man, but did not stop. A Levite also 
passed by, and saw the man. He, too. 


the Good Samaritaii 


with pity. He went up to the injured 
man, poured oil and wine on his wounds, 
and bound the wounds up. He set him 
on his own beast. Then taking him to 
an inn, he watched over him that night. 

“In the morning the Samaritan took 
out some money and gave it to the owner 
of the inn, saying, ‘Take care of this 
wounded man. If this money is not 
enough, I shall pay you whatever is lacking 
when I come back.’ ” 

After telling the parable, Jesus asked 
the lawyer, “Which of those three men 
was neighbor to the man that fell among 
robbers?” 

The lawyer replied, “He that showed 
mercy to him.” 

And Jesus said, “Go, and do the 
same.” 

In this way Jesus taught that every 
one in need and in distress is our neighbor. 
As much as we can, we should try to 
help and relieve him. If we are indif- 



went on his way without stopping. 

“Then a Samaritan passed. When he 
saw the wounded man, his heart filled 


ferent to the sufferings of other people, 
we are not obedient to the teachings of 
Jesus Christ. 
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_ 100. The Parable of the Prodigal Son, 

J SLS taUgiit that God is pleased when life, he remembered his father. He said 
a ^smnei ^ repents. The Pharisees to himself, ‘How many servants in my 
VT Him, because He went father’s house have more than enough 

said, bread to eat! But here I die with hunger. 


This man receives sinners, and eats with 
them.” 

So Jesus told them this parable of the 
Prodigal Son, in order to explain how 
pleased God is when a sinner is converted: 
“A certain man had two sons. The 
younger son said to his father, ‘Give me 
the part of your fortune that belongs to 
me.’ Very sadly the father divided the 
property between his sons. 

‘‘The younger one'took all his wealth, 
and went to a far country. There he led 
a bad life, and wasted his money. When 
he had spent all, there came a famine over 
the land. 

‘‘Having nothing to eat, he went to 
work for a man, who sent him to take 


I will go back to my father. I will say 
to him: Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you. I am not worthy 
to be called your son. Make me as one of 
your hired servants.’ 

‘‘So the younger son returned to his^ 
father. When he was yet a long way off, 
his father saw him. The old man was 
filled with pity for his suffering son. He 
was full of joy because his son had 
returned. Running forward to meet his 
son, he embraced and kissed him. 

‘‘The son said, ‘Father I have sinned 
against heaven, and before you. l am not 
worthy to be called your son.” 

‘‘But the father called to his servants, 
‘Bring the best robe, and put it on him.. 


care of pigs. He was so hungry that he Put a ring on his finger. Give him shoes, 
could have eaten the husks that the pigs Go and kill the fatted calf. Let us eat, 
ate. But nobody would even give him and be merry, because my son whom I 

thought dead has come to life again. He 

‘‘One day, as he thought of his sad was lost, and is found.’ ” 
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101. The Parable of 

JESUS taught that a very great punish- 
nient awaits those who live only for 
the pleasures of this world and neglect 
the love of God. He told His followers 
this parable: 

“There was a certain man called Dives, 
who was very rich. He was alw^ays clothed 
in purple and fine linen, and feasted richly 
every day. Another man was a beggar, 
named Lazarus. With body full of sores, 
he used to lie at the gate of Dives, waiting 
for the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s 
table. But no one gave him anything. 
Only the dogs came, to lick his sores. 

‘ ‘When the beggar Lazarus died, 
angels carried him to Abraham’s bosom. 
But when the rich man Dives died, he was 
taken to hell to be punished. From there 
he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham 
afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. Dives 
cried, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on 


Dives and Lazarus 

lifetime. Lazarus received only evil. Now 
he is comforted, but you are tormented. 
Besides, we cannot help you. Between us 
and you there is a great gulf. We cannot 
pass to you, and you cannot come to us.’ 

“Dives begged, ‘Then, Father Abra- 
ham, I pray you to send Lazarus to my 
father’s house, where I have five brethren. 
Let Lazarus tell them about this place, 
that they may not come here.’ 

“Abraham answered,: ‘They have 
Moses and the prophets. Let them 
hear them.’ 

■, “Dives said, ‘No, Father , Abraham. 
But if one from the dead appears to them, 
they Will surely do penance.’ 

“Abraham replied, ‘If they do not 
believe Moses and the prophets, neither 
will they believe, even if one should rise 
from the dead.’” 

'In the same way, many refuse to 


I me. Send Lazarus, that he may dip his belong to the True Ghureh, even though f 
I finger in water, to cool my tongue. I am they see great miracles to prove that it is f 





tormented in this flame.’ 

Abraham answered, ‘Son, remember 
that you received good things during your 


the Church of God. They sin in thus 
wilfully turning away from what they 
can see is Truth. 
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The Pharisee was proud, but the publican prayed, 

O G©a, fee mercifEl to me a sinuer.*^ 


When the disciples asked Jesus 1 
to pray. He taught them the 


to teach them how 
* “Our Father.” 













M The Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican | 

I JESUS taught that God loves a humble be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy I 

I and contrite heart He once told this will be done on earth, as it is in Heavenv:. | 

I paiable. Two men went up to the Temple Give us this day our daily bread. And J 
I to pray. One was a Pharisee, and the other forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive | 

I was a publican. The Pharisee went to the them that trespass against us. And lead J 

I front, and standing there said, ‘God, I give us not into temptation, but deliver us from I 

I You thanks that I am not like other men. evil. Amen.’ ” ! 

I They are unjust men, like this publican. Jesus said, “Ask, and you shall receive. | 

I I fast twice a week. I give alms to the Seek, and you shall find. Knock, and it ! 

I Temple. The publican stood at the back, shall be opened unto you. Which of you I 

I far off. He would not so much as lift his asks his father for bread, and receives a j 

I eyes to heaven. Bending humbly, he struck stone? If you then know how to give good | 

I his breast and said, ‘O God, be merciful gifts to your children, how much more will j 

I to me, a sinner.’” your heavenly Father give the good spirit | 

I Jesus said, “I say to you, the publican to those that ask Him!” I 

I went home forgiven, rather than the Another time Jesus said, “If you join | 

I Pharisee. Because every one that exalts together to pray for anything, My Father j 

I himself shall be humbled; and he that will grant your prayers. Whenever two or I 

I humbles himself shall be exalted.” more are gathered together in My Name, I 

I Thus Jesus taught us that when we there I am in their midst. If you ask the | 

I pray, we should be humble. We should Father anything in My Name, He will give I 

I remember who God is, and who we are. it to you.” I 


I Once the disciples came to Jesus and Thus we see the importance of j 
I asked, "Lord, teach us how to pray-” He prayer. We should never forget to say I 
I answered, "This is how you should pray: our prayers, especially our mornins and I 














103.^ Jesus Enters Jerusaleiu 

Jesls prepared to go to Jemsaiem. He will surround you 


sent ahead two of His disciples, telling 
them, “Go into the next village. There you 
will find an ass and a colt. Bring them to 
Me. If anyone should stop you, say that 
the Lord has need of them.” 

The disciples brought the ass and the 
colt. They put their garments on the colt 
and made Jesus ride it. 

As Jesus rode toward the city, the 
people spread their garments on the ground, 
for Him to pass over. Some cut branches 
from the trees, and strewed them along the 
way. Many followed Jesus, waving palms 
and crying, “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is He that comes in the Name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.” 

Some Pharisees said to Jesus, “Master. 


m 


They shall not leave 
stone upon a stone, because 
not known the time of your 


you a 
you have 
visitation.” 

The whole city was excited by the 
entrance of Jesus. People asked, “Who is 
this?” Others answered, “It is Jesus, the 
prophet, from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

Jesus went to the Temple. The lame, 
the blind, and other sick came to Him. He 
healed them all. 

Seeing the miracles that Jesus worked, 
the Pharisees became more envious than 
ever. The chief priests, scribes, and elders 
met together in the court of the high-priest 
Caiphas. They agreed to capture Jesus 
by craft, and put Him to death. They 
promised to pay Judas Iscariot, one of 





I rebuke Your disciples.” But He answered, 
I “If they should be silent, the very stones 
I will cry out.” 

I Jesus drew near Jerusalem. He wept 
I over it, saying, “If you, O Jerusalem, only 
I knew the things that are for your peace! 
I But they are hidden from your eyes, 
j The day will come when your enemies 


the Apostles, thirty pieces of silver to | 
betray his Lord. | 

To His disciples Jesus made known I 
that the time for His Passion had come, f 
He said, “The hour has come for the Son | 
of Man to be glorified.” And a voice from | 
heaven came, saying, “I have glorified, and I 
I will glorify.” | 
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104. Jesns Washes the Feel of the Apostles 


'^HE feast of tlie Pasch was near. It was 

Thursday. One of the friends of Jesus 
had prepared a large room where Jesus and 
His Apostles would eat the Paschal lamb, 
as the Law commanded. 

Jesus sent Peter and John to prepare 
the supper. They bought wine and bread, 
and prepared the lamb. These they 
took to the large room, in readiness for 
the night. 

That night Jesus sat down to eat with 
His Apostles. He had long waited for that 
night. Now He was happy that it had 
come. He was glad that everything He 
came to do on earth was being fulfilled. 

Jesus said to the Apostles, “I have 
desired to eat this Pasch with you before 
I suffer.” They sat down and had their 
supper. 

When supper was over, Jesus took a 
towel and a large basin full of water. He 
was going to wash the feet of His Apostles. 
He came to Peter. Peter was shocked to 
see what Jesus wished to do, and cried, 
“Lord, do You wash my feet?” 

Jesus answered, “What I do, you do 


not understand now. But in the future, 
you will understand.” 

Peter answered, “You shall never wash 
my feet.” 

Then Jesus said, “If I do not wash you, 
you shall have no part with Me.” 

Peter replied, “Lord, not only my feet, 
but also my hands and my head.” 

So Jesus washed the feet of the twelve 
Apostles. When He had finished, He said, 
“Do you know what I have done? You 
call me ‘Master’ and ‘Lord’. If I Who am 
your Lord and Master have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 
feet. For I have given you an example. 
As I have done to you, do also to one 
another.” 

During His life, Jesus was continually 
giving us examples to follow. He taught 
us by both His words and His actions. 
One of the greatest virtues He taught was 
humility. His washing of the Apostles’ 
feet is one more example of that virtue. 
For Jesus, Who is God Himself, washed 
the feet of poor and lowly men, even 
of Judas, who would betray Him. 
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Jesus took bread, blessed it, aad 
broke it into pieces. 


Jesus gave the Bread to the Apostles, saying: 
“Take ye and eat; This is My Body." 
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105. Jesus Institutes tlie Most Blessed Sacrainent 


^OW the moment for which Jesus Had 
waited so long had come. He took 
bread and blessed it. Breaking it into 
pieces, He gave it to the Apostles, saying, 
“Take and eat: This is My Body.” 

Jesus then took the chalice containing 
wine, blessed it, and said, “Drink of this: 


them the Bread from Heaven that He 
had promised. It was His own Body and 
Blood that the Apostles received from His 
own hands. 

Today, in the Blessed Sacrament we 
also partake of that Body and Blood. 
For Jesus gave His Church the power to 


This is My Blood of the Netc Testament continue His works and teachings, through j 


which shall be shed for you and for many 
unto remission of sins. Do this as often 
as you shall do it in commemoration 
of Me.” 

In this way Our Lord said the First 
Mass. He offered His Body and Blood as a 
sacrifice, as He offered them on the cross. 

Today the priest offers Christ’s Body 
and Blood in the Mass. When the priest 
consecrates bread and wine, they are imme- 
diately changed into the Body and Blood 
of Jesus. For Jesus Himself by these words 
gave the Apostles, and through them all 
priests of His Church, the power to 
change bread and wine into His Body 
and Blood. 


the Apostles, whose successors are the Pope, 
the Bishops, and priests. 

Jesus told the Apostles that one of 
them would betray Him. They looked 
with wonder at one another. They said, 
“Who is it. Lord?” 

Judas Iscariot said, “Is it I, Master?” 
And Jesus replied, “You have said it.” 
Judas immediately left the table and went 
out into the night. 

Jesus told the Apostles that they would 
abandon Him. To Peter, who protested^ 
He said, “This night, before the cock 
crows, you will deny Me thrice.” 

Jesus said, “I give you a new 
commandment: Love one another as I 


In this way too Jesus gave the Apostles have loved you. Then all shall know 



", '"j /'o'/f'f 






''i;f;?W: -■' 














,f !" ft ji 


Jesus fell into an agony. He prayed, ‘‘Father 
not My win, but Thine, be done.^^ 


'Judas, do yon betray the Son of. Man 
with a Idss?'^ 






106. The Agony in the Garden 


I supper, Jesus took Peter, time, to find His Apostles asleep. He said I 

I James, and Jobn with Him. They to them, “Sleep now and take your rest- | 

j went to the Mount of Olives, info a The hour is at, hand. The Son of Man will | 

I garden called Gethsemani. Jesus said to be betrayed into the hands of sinners. He | 

I them, “Stay here and watch with Me.” is at hand that will betray Me.” I 

i He then went farther, knelt down, and While Jesus spoke, Judas Iscariot came I 
I prayed. He said, “Father, if it be possible, with a band of soldiers and servants of | 


f let this chalice pass from Me. Yet not My 
I will, but Thine, be done.” 

I Rising from His prayer, Jesus went 
I and found His disciples asleep. He said to 
I Peter, “Could you not watch one hour 
f with Me? Watch and pray, that you may 
I not fall into temptation. The spirit indeed 
I is willing, but the flesh is weak!” 
j J esus went a second time to pray. He 

f said, “Father, if this chalice may not pass 
I away, but I must drink it, Thy will be 
I done!” Again He went to find His 

i disciples asleep. 

I Jesus returned once more to pray a 

I third time, saying the same words. He 

I fell into an agony so great that His sweat 

I fell in drops of blood, trickling to the 
I ground. An angel appeared to strengthen 
f and console Him. Jesus then went the third 

I 
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the Jewish priests and Pharisees. They j 
carried lanterns and torches, swords and | 
clubs. Judas had given them a sign, saying, | 
“Take hold of the Man that I shall kiss. | 
That is Jesus.” . | 

When Judas saw Jesus, he cried, “Hail, | 
Master!” and kissed Him. ^ 

Jesus said, “Friend, why have you | 
come? Judas, do you betray the Son of | 
Man with a kiss?” ' | 

Jesus asked the crowd, “Whom do I 
you seek?” They answered, “Jesus of I 
Nazareth.” Jesus said, “I am He.” At these n 
words they fell to the ground. Jesus again | 
asked them, “Whom do you seek?” Again | 
they replied, “Jesus of Nazareth.” | 

Jesus answered, “I have told you that j 
I am He.” The soldiers therefore laid I 
hands on Jesus. ! 








At that moment the cock crew. Jesus turned and looked 

ottt and 


sorrowfully at Peter. 


wept bitterly, 








107. Peter Denies Jesus 


pETER saw the soldiers taking Jesus. He 
drew his sword. He struck the servant 
of the high priest, and cut off his ear. This 
servant was named Malchus. 

Jesus said, Stop! Put up your sword. 
For all that take the sword shall perish by 
the sword. Shall I not drink the chalice 
that My Father has given Me?” He touched 
the ear of Malchus and healed it. 

Then Jesus said to the chief priests: 
“You are come as to a robber, with 
swords and clubs, to take Me. I taught 
daily in the Temple, but you did not lay 
hands on Me.” 

The soldiers bound Jesus. The disciples 
were afraid, and fled. Only Peter and 
John followed Him a long way off. 

The soldiers took Jesus first to Annas, 


spoke to the portress, and brought Peter 
in. Peter stood with the servants and 
officers around the fire, for it was cold. 

A servant-maid came to Peter and said, 
‘‘You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 

Peter denied, saying, “I do not know 
what you mean.” 

Then another maid saw Peter. She 
said to those around the fire, ‘‘This man 
was also with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

But Peter swore, “I do not know the 
Man.” 

After a while those that had stood by 
came and said to Peter, ‘‘Surely you also 
were one of the followers of Jesus. Your 
speech tells us that.” 

Then Peter began to curse and to 
swear that he did not know Jesus. At 



i‘9, 


father-in-law of Caiphas, who was the that moment the cock crew. Jesus turned 
high-priest that year. After examining and looked sorrowfully at Peter. And 
Jesus, Annas sent Him bound to Gaiphas. Peter remembered that Jesus had said to 
At the court of Caiphas the scribes him, ‘‘Before the cock crows, you will 
and elders were gathered together. Jesus deny Me thrice.” 

was taken into the court John went in. In great sorrow, Peter left the court, 
too, but Peter stayed outside. Later, John and going out wept bitterly. 
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108 . Jesus Is Taken Before Caiphas 


NNAS, the father-in-law of Caiphas, 
questioned Jesus about His doctrine. 
Jesus answered, “I have spoken openly 
to the world. I have taught in the 
synagogues and in the Temple, where 
ail the Jews go. I have spoken nothing 
in private. Why do you ask Me? Ask 
those who heard Me. They know what 
I have said.” 

One of the servants standing near gave 
Jesus a blow, saying, “Do You answer the 
high-priest in that manner?” 

Jesus replied, “If I have spoken ill, tell 
Me what the evil is, but if I have spoken 
well, why do you strike Me?” 

Finally Annas sent Jesus bound to 


Caiphas asked Jesus, “Have You noth- 
ing to say to the things that have been 
said here against You?” But Jesus did 
not answer. Caiphas said, “I adjure You 
by the Living God, tell us if You are 
Christ, the Son of God.” 

Jesus answered, “I am. Nevertheless I 
say to you, hereafter you shall see the Son 
of Man sitting on the right hand of God, 
and coming in the clouds of Heaven.” 

At this Caiphas tore his garments and 
cried out, “He has blasphemed! What 
further need have we of witnesses? You 
all have heard the blasphemy. What 
shall we do to Him?” The members of 
the Council answered, “He is guilty of 


Caiphas, the high-priest that year. The chief death.” They spat on Him and struck Him. 
priests and the whole Council or Sanhedrin They blindfolded Him, and mocked Him. 


were gathered there. They sought false 
witnesses against Jesus, that they might 
put Him to death. But nothing could be 
proved against Him. At last two false 
witnesses declared, “This man said that He 


In the morning the multitude present 
led Him to Pontius Pilate, the Roman 
governor. For the Council had no pow^er 
to condemn anyone to death. It merely 
decided who was guilty. Only the governor 


would destroy the Temple, and in three sent by the Roman Emperor had power to 
days build another not made by hands.” condemn to death. 
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Pilate saifl, “What shall I do with Jesus?' 


Mie people cried out, “Crucify Him, crucify Him 








I 109. Jesus Is Taken Before Pilate 

Jesus stood in the hall before Pontius garment. Still Jesus 
I Pilate, while the Jews stayed outside. Herod sent Him baek tc 
I Pilate went out and asked, “What accusa- Pilate called togethc 
tion do you bring against this Man?’’ The and the people. He said, 
Jews answered, “He is a malefactor.” this Man. I have foum 

Pilate replied, “Judge Him then accord- Neither has Herod foun 
ing to your Law.” I will chastise Him, ai 

i But the Jews wanted Jesus condemned It was then the cust 
to death. And so they said, “This Man the Pasch, for the gov 
has corrupted our nation. He forbade prisoner. At the time 1 
I paying tribute to Caesar. He says He is named Barabbas, who 
I Christ the King.” having committed murd 

I Pilate went inside and asked Jesus, Wishing to release . 

I “Are You the King of the Jews?” of the Jews, “Whom shz 

I Jesus replied, “My kingdom is not of Barabbas, or Jesus who 
I this world.” . The people shouted 

I Pilate asked, “Are You a King?” Jesus Pilate asked, “Wha 

I answered, “Yes.” Jesus?” 

I Pilate went out and said to the Jews, The mob cried ou 

I “I find no guilt in the Man.” crucify Him!” 

I Knowing that Jesus was from Galilee, Pilate therefore took 

I Pilate sent Him to King Herod, who was his hands, saying, “I a 
I at that time in Jerusalem. Herod asked blood of this just Man 
I Jesus many questions, but Jesus did not The people shoute< 
I answer anything. The chief priests and be upon us, and upon o 
I scribes again accused Jesus. The soldiers And so Pilate ord< 
j made fun of Him, putting on Him a white scourged. 
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110. The Crown of Thorns 


fJpHE soldiers tied Jesus to a pillar and 

scourged Him. They put a purple 
cloak over His shoulders and then made a 
crown of thorns and put it on His head. 
They put a reed in His hand. 

Then they mocked Him. Bending their 
knees before Him, they said. “Hail, King 
of the Jews!" They spat on Him. Then 
taking the reed, they struck His head with 
it, and rained blows on His face. 

Pilate again went out to the people. 
He said, “I bring out Jesus to you, for I 
find no guilt in Him.’’ 

Jesus came out wearing the purple 
cloak and the crown of thorns. Pointing 
to Him, Pilate said to the multitude, 
“Behold the Man!” 

But the people cried out louder, “Cru- 
cify Him, crucify Him!” 

Pilate answered, “Take Him you and 
crucify Him. I find no guilt in Him.” 

The Jews said, “According to our 
Law, He must die. He made Himself the 
Son of God.” 

Pilate entered into the hall once more. 
He asked Jesus, “Where do You come 


from?” But Jesus did not answer. 

Pilate said, “Do You not know that 
I have power to crucify You, and power 
to release You?” 

Jesus replied, “You should have no 
power over Me that is not given you from 
above. Therefore the one who delivered 
Me to you has the greater sin.” Pilate 
again sought to free Jesus. 

But the Jews cried, “If you release 
this man you are not Caesar’s friend. 
Whoever makes himself king speaks 
against Caesar.” 

Pilate was afraid. He brought forth 
Jesus, and sat on the judgment seat. He 
said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 

But they shouted, “Crucify Him, cru- 
cify Him!” Pilate asked, “Shall I crucify 
your King?” The priests answered, “We 
have no king but Caesar.” 

Seeing that he could not prevail upon 
them to set Jesus free, Pilate gave Him to 
them to be crucified. They took away His 
purple cloak, and put His own garments 
on Him. Then they led Him away to be 
crucified. 


I 
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111. The Way 

^HE soldiers put the cross, on which Jesus 
was to be crucified, upon His shoulders. 
^ ith this heavy burden, Jesus went 
through the streets of Jerusalem and was 
met by His Blessed Mother. 

He went towards Mount Calvary or 
Golgotha, a hill outside the city. There 
He was to be crucified. Jesus had not eaten 
since the Last Supper with His disciples. 
He had not slept. He had been scourged 
and beaten, and was very tired. On the 
way to Calvary He fell down three times 
under the heavy weight of the cross. 

Fearing that Jesus might die on the way 
to Calvary, the Jews made Simon of Cyrene 
carry the cross. As Jesus walked to the 
place of His crucifixion, a great number of 
people followed Him. Many of them had 
followed Him before, and upon His entry 
to the city had waved palms to honor Him. 
Many He had cured. But not one of them 


of the Cross 


them, “Do not weep for Me. Weep for 
yourselves, and for your children.” 

When Jesus reached Calvary they 
stripped Him of His garments. They 
stretched Him on the cross, and nailed Him 
to it by His hands and His feet. His blood 
flowed and soaked the ground. 

They stood up the cross, and let Him 
hang there. With Jesus they also crucified 
two thieves, one on His right, and the other 
on His left. 

Pilate ordered a placard made, which 
said, “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the 
Jews.” The soldiers nailed it above the 
head of Jesus. 

The soldiers took the garments of 
Jesus and divided them. But as His coat 
had no seam, they cast lots for it. 

Many of those that passed scoffed at 
Jesus. They cried, “Save Yourself. If You 
are the Son of God, come down from the 



now raised his voice to defend Him. Even Cross.” Jesus prayed for them and for all 
His closest disciples abandoned Him. that hated Him, saying, “Father, forgive 

Among the multitude there were some them, for they know not what they do.” 
women. As Jesus passed, they wept to Jesus wished to suffer all this for love 
see how Jesus suffered. But Jesus said to of us and for the salvation of our souls. 






mm 


Jesus cried, “Father, into Thy hands I 
spirit!” Bowing His head He 






112. Jesus Dies on the Cross 


^NE of the thieves crucified with Jesus 
blasphemed Him. He sneered, “If You 
3-e Christ, save Yourself and us!" 

1 he Other thief rebuked his companion 
saying, “You do not fear God. We are 
justly punished for our crime. But this 
Man has done no evil.” To Jesus he said, 
Loid, remember me when You come into 
Your kingdom!” 

Jesus replied, “Amen, I say to you, 
this day you shall be with Me in Paradise.” 

At the foot of the cross stood Mary, 
the Mother of Jesus, and John, the beloved 
disciple. Looking down lovingly at His 
Mother, Jesus said, “Woman, behold thy 
son!” Then to John He said, “Behold thy 
Mother!” By these words Jesus gave to us 
His Mother to be our Mother also. 

Jesus was nailed on the cross at about 
the sixth hour (about noon). From then 
to the ninth hour He hung on the cross. 
There came a darkness over the earth, 
although it was afternoon. At the ninth 
hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “My 
God, why have You forsaken Me?” 

After a few moments He said, “I thirst.” 
One of the soldiers took a sponge, and 


soaked it in vinegar mixed with gall. He 
put the wet sponge at the end of a reed 
and held it to the mouth of Jesus. 

When Jesus had tasted the vinegar, 
He said, "It is consummated.” He cried, 
Father, into Thy hands I commend 
My spirit!” And bowing His head, 
He died. 

At the moment of the death of Jesus, 
darkness covered all. The earth quaked. 
The veil of the Temple was torn in two. 
Rocks were rent; the graves were opened, 
and many dead arose. 

Those watching were terrified. They 
exclaimed, “Truly this was a just Man! 
He was the Son of God!” 

The next day was the Sabbath, and 
was a great feast-day. The soldiers broke 
the legs of the two thieves, to be sure that 
they were dead. For they did not want 
them to hang there on the Sabbath. 

But finding Jesus already dead, the 
soldiers did not break His legs. One of 
them pierced His side with a spear. Out of 
the wound there flowed blood and water. 
For our sins Jesus shed his Blood to the 
last drop. 
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in a new sepulchre. 
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Mary, the mother of James, and Salome, to Him 
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114 . 


(a). Jesus Appears to Marv Magdalen 


^^ARY Magdalen. Mary, the mother of 
James, and Salome entered the se- 
pulchre. There they saw a young man in 
a white robe, and were frightened. But 
he said, "Do not be afraid. You seek 
Jesus of Nazareth, Who was crucified. He 
is risen. Go, tell His disciples and Peter 
that He goes before you into Galilee. There 


you shall see Him, as He told you.” The carried Him away, tell me where you have 
women went to tell the disciples the news. 

Peter and John ran to the sepulchre. 

They saw the clothes that had bound 
Jesus, but His body was not there. So 
Peter and John went away. 

Mary Magdalen stood at the sepulchre 
and wept. She saw two angels sitting in 
the sepulchre. They said, ‘‘Woman, why 


laid Him. I will take Him away.” Jesus 
said, “Mary!” She recognized Jesus, at 
once, fell on her knees, crying, “Master!” 

Jesus said, ‘‘Go to the Apostles. Tell 
them that I shall ascend to My Father 
and to your Father, to My God and to 
your God.” Mary went and said to the 
Apostles, ‘‘I have seen the Lord.” 


do you weep?” Mary answered, ‘‘Because 
they have taken away my Lord, and I 
know not where they have laid Him.” 

Then she turned and sav/ Jesus Stand- 
ing near, but knew Him not. He said, 
‘‘Woman, why do you weep? Whom do 
you seek?” Thinking that He was the 
ardener, Mary cried. ‘‘Sir, if you have 


(b). Jeses Appears 

^HORTLY after, the holy women who had 
gone to the sepulchre saw Jesus. Peter 
also saw Him. In the evening, two dis- 
ciples were on their way to a town called 
Emmaus. Jesus appeared and walked with 
them, but they did not know Him. When 
they came to Emmaus, they invited Him 


on 


tlie Wav to Emmaiis 




Jesus took 
in pieces, and 


to eat with them. Kl table, 
bread, blessed it, broke it 
gave it to them. At once they knew Jesus. 
But that same moment He disappeared 
from them. And so they rose and returned 
to Jerusalem, where they told the Apostles 
that they had seen Jesus. 
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Jesas said to Thom^ “Put your hand into My side, and do not doubt, but believe. 
Thomas answered, “My Lord and My God!” 








115. Jesus Appears to His Disciples 


•'JHAT night the Apostles were gathered 
together. They had closed all the doors, 
because they were afraid of the Jews. 

Jesus came and stood in their midst. 
He said. Peace be to you.” He showed 
them His hands and His side, where the 
wounds were. He said, “As the Father 
sent Me, so I also send you.” 

He breathed on the Apostles and said, 
‘‘Receive ye the Holy Ghost. Whose sins 
you shall forgive, they are forgiven. 
Whose sins you shall retain, they arc 
retained.” By these words Our Lord 
gave to Flis disciples, and through them 
to the Bishops and Priests of the Church, 


After eight days, the Apostles were 
again gathered together, with Thomas 
among them. Again all the doors were shut. 

Jesus appeared and said to Thomas. 
“Put in your finger here, and see My 
hands. Put your hand into My side, and 
do not doubt, but believe.” 

Thomas answered, ‘‘My Lord and 
my God!” 

Jesus said to him, ‘‘Because you have 
seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are 
they that have not seen, and yet have 
believed.” 

After this, Jesus appeared again to His 
disciples at the Lake of Genesareth. They 





had been fishing all night, but had caught 
nothing. In the morning, Jesus appeared, 
standing on the shore, but the Apostles at 
first did not know Him. 

Jesus said, ‘‘Cast your net on the right 
side of the boat, and you will catch some- 
thing.’’ They obeyed Him, and caught a 
great number of fishes. John, the beloved 
disciple said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” 

The Apostles hurried to draw the 
miraculous catch of fishes to the land. 


the power to forgive sins in the Sacrament 
of Confession. 

Now, when Jesus appeared to the 
Apostles, Thomas, one of them, was not 
present. Later the others told him that 
they had seen Jesus. 

But he answered, “Unless I shall see 
in His hands the print of the nails, and 
put my finger into the place of the nails, 
and put my hand in His side, I will not 
believe.” 





Hi. ■ 

■s-i'i 9W};fi 




- :;/ 


Lord, Ion know all things. Yon know 
You.” Jesus said, “Feed Mv sheen.” 


On the fortieth day, while the disciples looked 
Jesus ascended into heaven. 
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116 (a). Jesus Makes Peter Head of His Cliiircli 

th 


■^y'HEN the Apostles had drawn in the 
miraculous catch of fishes, Jesus 
said, “Come and cat.” After they had 
eaten He called Peter and asked, “Simon, 
son of John, do you love Me?” Peter 
replied, “Yes. Lord. You know that I 
love You.” Jesus said, “Feed My lambs.” 
Again Jesus asked, “Simon, son of John, 
do^you love Me?” Again Peter answered, 
“Yes, Lord, You know that I love You.” 
Jesus replied, “Feed My lambs.” 

For the third time Jesus asked, “Simon, 
son of John, do you love Me?” Peter was 
sad, because Jesus asked him the same 
question three times. And so he answered, 
“Lord, You know all things. You know 
that I love You.” Jesus then said to him, 
“Feed My sheep.” 

In this way Jesus chose Peter as head 
of His Church, first in authority. He told 


the 

the 

the 


the 


Peter to care for all His followers, 
priests as well as the people. By 
choice of Jesus Himself, Peter became 
first Pope of God’s Church. 

Jesus appeared many times during 
forty days between His resurrection and 
His ascension. He spoke to Flis disciples 
of the kingdom of God. Once He 
appeared to more than five hundred 
disciples on a mountain in Galilee. 

Jesus said to His disciples, “All power 
is given Me in heaven and on earth. C3o ye, 
therefore, and teach all nations. Baptize 
them in the name of the Father^ and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teach 
them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you. Behold, I am with you 
all days, even to the end of the world.” 

The Church of Christ will never fail 
to teach the whole of His doctrines. 


(b). The Ascension f. 

I . ■ I 

- fortieth day after His resurrection Father. As the disciples watched, two angels | 

f Jesus led His disciples out to Mount appeared. They said, “This Jesus Who is as- | 

! Olivet. There He lifted up His hands and cended into heaven shall come again, as you | 

I blessed them. While they looked on. He was have seen Him going up to heaven.” In | 

I raised up to heaven. A cloud finally hid commemoration of this event, we celebrate | 

! Jesus from their sight. He ascended into Ascension Thursday as a bolyday of I 

I Heaven, and sits at the right hand of the obligation, forty davs after Easter Sunday. I 

■ t 
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On the day of Pentecost, as the disciples were together in one place, tongues of fire appeared on them 

. ■ __ and they were filled with the Holy Ghost. 
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117. The Descent of the Holy Ghost 

J^FTER the Ascension, the Apostles and 
^ other disciples, numbering about one 
bundrj^ and twenty, returned to Jerusa- 
lem. T heie they waited for the fulfillment 
of the promise of Jesus to send the Holv 
Ghost The Blessed Virgin Mary was 
with them. 


voice and preached for the first time. He 
^id. Ye men of Israel, hear my words. 
You killed Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of 
God. But He is risen again. We are all 
witnesses of His resurrection. Now, as you 
see and hear, the Father has sent us the 
Holy Ghost. Therefore let every one 


left belJve Aai Y us~ “ c™cTf,d“ 

icrt vacant by Judas Iscariot. They chose Lord and Christ.” 


two men from among those who had 
iollowed Jesus from the beginning. They 
then prayed and cast lots, to sec which of 
the two should be chosen. The lot fell 
upon Matthias. From that time he was 
numbered among the Apostles. 

On the day of Pentecost, all the 
disciples were together in one place. There 
came a sound, as of a strong wind. 
Tongues of fire appeared on them and 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost 


JSJany who heard Peter were sorry 
for their sins. They asked, "What shall 
We do?” 

Peter answered, “Do penance. Let 
every one of you be baptized for the 
remission of your sins. Then you shall 
receive the gifts of the Holy Ghost.” 

All those that believed Peter's words 
were baptized that day, about three 
thousand persons. 

To commemorate the descent of the 


,-pi^ , ■ --j '-'-'iiiiiiciuuidLf cue uescenr or tne 

hey began to speak in different languages. Holy Ghost we celebrate Pentecost Sunday, 
At that time there were in Jerusalem ten days after Ascension Thursday. It is 
men speaking many different languages, one of the biggest feasts of the year. 


How surprised they were when they heard 
the disciples! They wondered, “Are not 
these men Galileans? How is it that every 
one of us hears his own language spoken 
by them?” 


Then Peter stood up. He lifted up hisand for all time. 


From that time on, the Holy Church 
which Jesus founded continued to grow 
day by day, until it spread over the whole 
world. It is Catholic (which means 
Universal), because it is for all nations 
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*Iii the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, arise and walk!^' 









1 118. Peter Heals 

I going up to the 

f Temple to pray. A man who had been 
f lame from birth was being carried there. 
I Upon seeing Peter and John, he asked an 
I alms. Peter said to him, “Silver and gold 
I I have none. But what I have I give you: 
I In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
I arise and walk!” The man sprang up 
i and walked. He went into the Temple 
I praising God. 

I All those who saw this miracle were 
I filled with wonder. They crowded around 
i the Apostles. Peter said to them, “Men 
I of Israel, why do you wonder at this? 
I Why do you look upon us, as if we had 
i cured the man with our own power? 
I You delivered up and denied the Son of 
j God. You denied the Holy and just One, 
I and wanted a murderer to be released to 
I you. You killed the Author of life. But 
f God has raised Him from the dead. The 
I faith that comes by Jesus has given this 




a Man Born Lame 

Be converted, that your sins may be 
forgiven.” Many who heard believed, and 
were converted. 

As Peter spoke to the people, the chief 
priests came and laid hands on him and 
on John, and cast them into prison. 

The next day, the rulers, elders, scribes, 
Annas, and Caiphas, were all gathered 
together. They set the Apostles in their 
midst and ask them, “By what power, or 
in whose name have you done this?” 

Peter replied, “In the Name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Whom 
you crucified. Whom God has raised from 
the dead, this man stands here before you 
whole. Jesus is the foundation stone 
which you rejected. There is no salvation 
in any other. There is no other Name 
under heaven given to men, whereby they 
must be saved.” 

The priests wondered to see and hear 
how bold the Apostles were. They were 



man his health in the sight of you all, no longer afraid. So, because the priests 
But I know that you persecuted the Lord feared the people, they set the Apostles 
through ignorance. Do penance, therefore, free. 
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119. Stephen Is Stoned lo Death 


*JpHE disciples were of one heart and soul. 

1 hey shared all they owned with one 
another. There was none needy among 
them. 


The fame of the Apostles, especially 
of Peter, spread because of their miracles. 
People brought out their sick into the 
streets, so that even the shadow of Peter 
might fall upon them to cure them. 

Filled with envy, the high-priest cast 
the Apostles into prison. But in the night 
an angel set them free, and told them to 
continue teaching. In the morning they 
entered the Temple and taught there. 
Soldiers came and took them before the 
Council. The Apostles said, “We ought 
to obey God rather than man.’’ 

The priests were angry, and wanted to 
put the Apostles to death. But one among 
them, named Gamaliel, said, “Take care 
how you treat these inen. If their work 
is of men, it will come to nothing. But if 
it is of God, you cannot destroy it.’’ 

The Council therefore ordered the 
Apostles scourged, and set them free. 
Every day they preached in the Temple 


and from house to house, teaching the 
word of God. 

The number of Christians increased 
rapidly. Seven holy men vvere chosen 
deacons, to help the Apostles. One of them 
was Stephen. He was full of wisdom, and 
did many wonders. Once many Jews 
disputed with him. As they could not 
answer his arguments, they paid false wit- 
nesses and took him before the Council. 

The false witnesses swore that Stephen 

had spoken against Moses and against 
God. Stephen spoke without fear before 
them all. He rebuked them for the 
hardness of their hearts, and said that 
they had killed the Messias Himself, 
The Jews in fury dragged Stephen out 
of the city, and there they stoned him' 
to death. But before he died, he prayed 
for them, saying, “Lord, lay not this sin 
to their charge.’’ 

From the death of Stephen the Christ- 
ians began to be persecuted. The disciples 
were scattered throughout Judea and 
Samaria. But wherever they went, they 
preached the word of God. 
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FMlip asked, 


'Do you uBderstand what you are reading??” The Ethiopian answered, <‘How can 
I, unless someone teach me?” 




Philip Baptizes the Ethi 


JpHILIP, one of the seven deacons, went 

to Samaria. There he preached the 
%vord of God, and worked many miracles 
He converted and baptized many. 

Hearing about the many conversions 
in Samaria, the Apostles in Jerusalem sent 
Peter and John there. These two laid their 
hands on those who had been baptized, 
and confirmed them. 

This is an example of the practice by 
Apostles of the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
This sacrament gives us the Holy Ghost and 
makes us perfect Christians. It strengthens 
our Faith. 

Among those that had been converted 
was a man named Simon Magus. Simon 
saw that the Holy Ghost was given when 
Peter and John laid their hands on the 
baptized. He offered the Apostles money, 
saying, “Give me also this power, that 
I may lay my hands and give the Holy 
Ghost to men." 

Peter answered, “Keep your money to 
perish with you. The gift of God may 
not be bought. Your heart is wicked in 
the sight of God. Repent, and pray that 
your sin may be forgiven.” 


As Philip was walking along the road 
from Jerusalem, he was overtaken by an 
Ethiopian officer riding in a chariot. The 
officer was returning from Jerusalem. As 
he rode along, he read from the Old Testa- 
ment. Going near the chariot, Philip heard 
the Ethiopian reading, and asked, “Do 
you understand what you are reading?” 
The officer answered, “How can I, unless 
someone teach me?” 

Then Philip began to explain and 
preach the word of God, tehing the 
Ethiopian about Jesus. As they went 
along, they arrived at a place where there 
was water. The officer said, “See, here is 
water. What will prevent me from being 
baptized? ” Philip answered, “If you 
believe with all your heart, you may be 
baptized.” The Ethiopian said, “I believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 

Philip took the officer down into the 
water and baptized him. After baptism, 
the Spirit of God took away Philip, and 
the officer no longer saw him. 

This teaches us that we need the Church 
and priests of God to explain to us the 
meaning of the Bible. 
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Peter saw in a dream that God wished him to convert Gentiles, too. He therefore went with the 

three seryaats of Comelius to Caesaria. 





121. Peter Works 

■’HE Church spread throughout Judea, 
Galilee, and Samaria. Peter visited the 
churches, and came to the town of Lydda. 
There a man named Eneas had been sick 
of the palsy for eight years. Peter said 
to him, “Eneas, the Lord Jesus Christ 
heals you. Arise and make your bed.” 
Immediately Eneas arose, cured. 

In Joppe, which was near Lydda, there 
was a disciple named Tabitha, who had 
fallen sick and died. Peter went from 
Lydda to Joppe. Kneeling down, he prayed. 
Then he said to the dead disciple, “Tabitha, 
arise.” She opened her eyes and sat up. 

In the town of Caesarea there was a 
centurion called Cornelius, a very good 
man. He gave alms to the poor and often 
prayed to God. One day an angel appeared 
and told him to send for Peter. 

Cornelius sent three servants to seek 
Peter in Joppe. Having seen in a dream that 
God wished him to convert Gentiles, too, 
Peter went with the servants to Caesarea. 

Peter taught Cornelius and his house- 
hold the doctrine of Jesus Christ. As he 
was speaking, the Holy Ghost came down 


Many Miracles 

upon those who believed what they heard. 
They began to speak in different languages, 
like the Apostles on the day of Pentecost. 
Peter baptized these Gentiles. The disciples 
glorified God, saying, “To the Gentiles 
God also gives repentance unto life.” 

Herod Agrippa, nephew of the Herod 
that had mocked Our Lord, put Peter in 
chains and cast him into prison. The 
disciples prayed for Peter without ceasing. 
In the night, an angel appeared to Peter, 
and led him out of prison. 

Peter went to join the disciples, who 
were gathered together in prayer. When 
he knocked, a young girl went to open the 
door. Upon hearing Peter’s voice, she was 
so happy that she forgot to open the door. 
She ran to tell the disciples, but they 
thought she had lost her reason. 

When the disciples opened the door 
and saw Peter, they were full of wonder. 
They glorified God for having delivered 
the chief Apostle from prison. 

From the time of the Apostles God has 
often manifested His power to protect His 
priests and missionaries. 
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Saul fell to the grouad. He heard a voice saying, “Saul, why do you persecute Me?” 









122. The Conversion of Paul 


^J^'MERE was a man named Saul, who 

hated the Church. He went from house 
to house, dragging Christians to prison. 
He did everything he could to destroy the 
Church that Jesus founded. 

Saul went to the highpriest and asked 
for letters to the synagogues of the city of 
Damascus. He wanted to take the Christ- 
ians of that city to Jerusalem as prisoners. 

On the way to Damascus, a bright light 
suddenly shone around Saul, and he fell to 
the ground. He heard a voice saying, “Saul, 
Saul, why do you persecute Me?” 

Saul asked, “Who are You, Lord?” 

The voice replied, “I am Jesus, Whom 
you persecute.” 

Saul trembled with fear and surprise. 
He asked, “Lord, what do you wish me 
to do?” 

The voice answered, “Arise. Go to the 
city. There you will know what you must 
do.” The men with Saul were surprised, be- 
cause they heard the voice, but saw no man. 

Saul rose from the ground. He opened 
his eyes, but he could not see, for he had 
lost his sight. 


into the city of Damascus. Now in that 
city was a disciple named Ananias. God 
told him in a dream, “Go seek a man named 
Saul of Tarsus. I have chosen him to 
carry My Name to the Gentiles, and 
kings, and children of Israel.” 

Ananias went and found Saul. Laying 
his hands on Saul, he said, “The Lord 
has sent me, that you may receive your 
sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.” 
Saul at once received his sight. Ananias 
then baptized him. 

Saul began to preach in the synagogues 
that Jesus Was the Son of God. The Jews 
wanted to kill him. But the disciples at 
night let him down from the city wall in a 
basket. He escaped to Jerusalem, where he 
was received by the Apostles. 

This man that was converted miracu- 
lously was the Apostle Paul. He became 
one of the greatest Apostles. He converted 
many pagans and is called the Apostle of 
the Gentiles. 

One who has led a bad life in the past, 
can repent, be converted, and still do 
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The Holy Ghost made known that Paul and Bar- 
nabas were to do special work. The rulers of the 
Church imposed hands on them and sent them forth. 


Wherever Paul went, he baptized and confirmed 
those that were converted. Many converts came to 
confess their sins to him. 
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123# P auFs F ir st Missionary , Journey 

^ r An IIOCH, where Paul and Barnabas They tried to offer sacrifice to the 
were preaching, the Holy Ghost made Apostles. But Paul said, “We are mortals, 
known that they were to do special work, men like you. We have come to turn you 
The riiicrs of the Church therefore imposed away from false gods, to tell you of the 
hands on them and sent them forth. Living God Who made all things.” 

Paul and Barnabas went to Seleucia. Many were converted. Soon, however, 
then to Cyprus. They preached throughout Jews came from Antioch and Iconium. 
the island. At Paphos they met a magician, They began persecuting the Apostles, who 
who tried to turn away the governor from therefore returned to Antioch, 
receiving baptism. Paul struck the magician And so the Church spread. Wherever 
blind. The governor, Sergius Paulus, was Paul went, he baptized and confirmed 
converted and baptized. those that were converted. He ordained 

Paul and Barnabas went to Antioch in priests in every church. Many converts 
Pisidia. Paul preached about Jesus, the Son came to confess their sins to him. 
of God. So many were converted that the From the time of the Apostles, the 
Jews became envious, and a persecution Church has taught and practised the 
was raised against the Apostles. Leaving Sacraments instituted by Jesus. Today that 
the place, the Apostles went to Iconium. Catholic Apostolic Church teaches the same 
where they worked many miracles and Sacraments. It derives its doctrines and 
made numerous converts. Here again they practices by an uninterrupted succession 
aroused the envy of some, who tried to from its Founder, Jesus Christ, through 
stone them. They then fled to Lystra. the Apostles. It has kept all the doctrines 

At Lystra, Paul cured a man lame from of Jesus. Only the One Holy Catholic 
birth. Upon seeing the miracle, the people Apostolic Church has done this. Only 
said, “The gods are here with us in the that Church is True. For churches that 
form of men.” do not obey Jesus must be false. 
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Wbat you worsliip but do not know, I preacb to you. He it is wbo gives life, and breatb, and all tMngs, 
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gOME time after, Paul took another dis- 
ciple, Silas, and set out again from 
Antioch. They preached in Syria, Cilicia, 
Phrygia, Lycaonia, Galatia, Mysia, and in 
almost all of Asia Minor. They visited the 
churches and commanded them to keep the 
teachings of Jesus. At Lystra Paul met 
Timothy, who followed him. 

They went to Troas, then sailed to 
Philippi. Here Paul cast a devil out of a 
girl. The miracle angered her masters, who 
had been making money on her. The 
Apostles were brought before the magis- 
trates, scourged, and cast into prison. 

At midnight, as Paul and Silas prayed, 
there was a great earthquake. The doors 
of the prison flew open, and the chains 
of the prisoners were broken. Seeing these 
wonders, the keeper was converted and 
baptized with his household. In the 
morning, the magistrates learned that Paul 
was a citizen of Rome. They were afraid 
of being punished for having scourged 
a Roman citizen, and hurriedly set the 
Apostles free. 

Paul and his companions visited other 
cities till they came to Thessalonica. Here 


and in Berea they were persecuted. They 
escaped to Athens, the most famous city 
in Greece. Here Paul preached his famous 
sermon, “On the Unknown God”, taking 
his text from the very words carved by the 
Athenians on a pagan altar. 

Paul said, “What you worship but do 
not know, I preach to you. He it is Who 
gives to all life, and breath, and all things.” 

From Athens Paul went to Corinth. 
He told every one that Jesus was the 
Messias. Many were converted. After a 
year and a half, he left Corinth, and 
returned to Antioch. 

We see in the journeys of St. Paul the 
great things suffered by the Apostles for 
the sake of Jesus and His Church. They 
suffered in order to teach His holy 
doctrines. We ought to be ready to suffer 
in the same way for our Holy Faith. From 
Apostolic times many members of the 
Church have suffered for it. Many have 
led holy lives because of it. 

The Church is always Holy — in 
teaching holy doctrines, in inviting to a 
holy life, and in the wonderful holiness of 
many of its children. 
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Xfaroagboat the world the Catholic Chnrch is One in doctrine. One in faith, and One in obedience 

to/ a 'Single. Head,' the Pope* 










125. Paul’s Third Missionary Journey 

some rime in Antioch, Paul left it said to those around, “Do not be troubled, 
once more, to go on his third mission- He is not dead.” The young man was 
ary journey. He went through the greater brought back to life, 
part of Asia Minor, and at last came to Paul went to Lesbos, Chios, Samos, 
Ephesus. Here he stayed two years, and Miletus. At this last place he sent 
preaching the Kingdom of God. for the men of the Church of Ephesus. 

Paul worked many miracles. Handker- He bade them farewell, saying that he was 
chiefs that he had touched were taken to the going to Jerusalem. To the bishops he 
sick and cured them. Therefore very many said, “Take care of the flock that the Holy 
came to believe in the Religion that he Ghost has given into your care. You rule 
taught. I'hey received the Sacraments and the Church of God, which He purchased 
became members of the Catholic Church, with His Blood.” 

At Ephesus, the teachings of Paul We see how Paul obeyed the command 
turned many away from the worship of of Jesus, “Go, teach all nations, baptizing 
idols. They no longer bought statues of them in the Name of the Father, and of the 
false gods. The silvermiths of Ephesus, Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” Today the 
who made these statues, became enraged Church still obeys that command, sending 
at Paul, and raised a great persecution missionaries to convert pagan lands, 
against him. Therefore Paul was forced to The Church reaches all parts of the 
leave Ephesus and go to Macedonia. world, and is truly Catholic, or universal, 

Paul went to Troas. While he was It is not for one nation alone. It is for all 
preaching late at night a young man men, as Jesus died for all men. 
sitting in a window fell asleep, fell down And throughout the world, the Church 
from the third story to the ground, and is One in doctrine, One in Faith, and One 
died. Paul bent over the dead man. and in obedience to a single Head, the Pope. 
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The True Church of Jesus Christ is One, Holy, Catholic, and A{>ostolic. 

the gates of hell shall not 


It will endure to the last day; 


prevail against it, 
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126 (a). Paul Goes to Rome ' ^ 1 

■"'^^HEN Paul came to Jerusalem, he was In Rome, Paul was kept in prison for I 
persecuted. The Jews dragged him two years. But even in prison, many went | 
out of the Temple, and would have killed to him to be taught. From morning till 1 
him, if the Roman governor had not saved night he preached to them the word of i 
him by putting him in prison. God. He also wrote to the many churches | 

In the night, the Lord appeared to that he had established in the East, urging | 

Paul, saying, “Be constant! As you have them to persevere in the Faith. f 

stood up for Me in Jerusalem, so must you After two years of captivity, Paul was | 
stand up for Me in Rome.” set free. However, in the year 67, the | 

Paul was taken to Caesarea, and kept Emperor Nero raised a cruel persecution i 
in prison there for two years. Finally, against the Christians. Paul was again cast i 
being a Roman citizen, Paul appealed to into prison, and was finally beheaded. At j 
the Emperor at Rome. He was sent to the same time and the same place, Peter | 
Italy for trial. On the voyage, the ship was crucified, with his head downwards, f 
was wrecked at Malta. Paul and the others All the other Apostles shed their blood | 
in the ship were saved only by a miracle, for their faith in Jesus Christ. John was j 
At Malta, Paul cured many sick, and thrown into a caldron of boiling oil, but | 
worked miracles. was miraculously saved. j 



(b). One Holy Catholic Apostolic Church 


FTER the death of the Apostles, their 
successors continued the work of ex- 
tending the Church all over the world. 
The True Church is One, Holy, Catholic, 
and Apostolic. Jesus did not found many 
churches with different beliefs and prac- 
tices. He founded only One Church, to 


teach and preserve His doctrines until He 
comes again. He founded it on the rock 
of Peter, the first Pope. 

That One Holy Catholic Apostolic 
Church will endure to the last day, as 
Jesus promised, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it. 
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, ^ long.'lias :'God ■lived?, ■ 

; 2.---Wh,o;: .^made,, .heaven ■: and^ ' earth 
\ , , and., ail other .things?, ■ 

, did God make ,on the 
1st day? the 2nd day? the 3rd 
. , ; ; ' . :day?,. the 4th, day?. the 5th .day? 
the 6th day? 

■'^•‘“^Ont, ' of ,what did God 'make 

5. ~W,h.at did. God. do on the 7th 

...,'■ 'vday? 

. :,:6.— What . 'must „ Catholics do • on 
Sundays and holydays of obli- 
gation? ' 

i Tm mmmjE'm Tm 

ANGELS.,.' s 

..l„_What is meant, by .pure, spirits?: .■ 

2.— Why -'did', God create, Angels.?,,' , 

3 ,,-----What ■ w the sin' Of .X-ucifer? 

,; .4.— Describe..' the ■.' revolt of the An-' ' 
gels.: ■ 

5, Who led the good Angels? 

6. — How did God punish the bad 

angels? 

7, — Name the nine choirs of Angels. 

8. — ^U^hy did God give us Guard- 

:'■■'■ ':'"','ian„^:An'gels'?\,: 

'ABAM'ANB .EVE'W 
GAEBIN OF IDIN. 

1. — ^Wbat name was given to the 

first man? 

2. — ^Where did he live when he was 6. 
/.'■^'^.y'fiist; ...made ^ 

3. «_What two trees did God plant ^ 

in the middle of Paradise? ' 

4. — ^What command did God make ' 

about the Tree of Knowledge 
of good and evil? 

5. — What is meant by free will? 

6. — How did God make the first 
■::'>:^\Woman,?;,'- 1.''' 

7. — Describe the life of Adam and 
y;Bye|ia ■.iparadise;.; '■ 


THE OLD TESTAMENT 


. 6.— What , was ^ , the ■ ■ punishment ' '. of 

. , 'Cain?.,' 

THE, ARK 'OF, 'NOE. 

■ l._Who was the : son ' God scat, 
Adam :and, , Eve after the death 
Abe!? 

2. — What were Seth's sons .called? 
■';■,' Why? ■ 

3, - — Why did the people ' o.n earth 

„ become, evil? 

"^•~Why did God wish to destroy' 
all 'men?" 

^•~Why, did God wish' .to, spare 
Noe? ■ 

6. How did God plan to destroy 
mankind? 

7 . — What did God command Noe 

to do ? 

THE GREAT FLOOD. 

1. — Describe the Great Flood* 

2. How did the flood come to an 
end? 

3. — How were those in the Ark 

saved? 

4. How did Noe know that the 
v/aters were dried on the earth? 

5. What was God’s promise to 
Noe? 

6. — How was the Ark a figure of 

the Catholic Church? 

THE TOWEE OF BABEL ’ 

I. — Who were the three sons of 
Noe? 

2- — What was the sin of Cham? 

3* — Why did God punish the des- 
cendants of Noe? 

4. - -How did God punish them? 

5. — Where did the descendants of 

each son of Noe settle? 

6. How do you explain the fact 
that today uncivilized tribes 
have traditions about a Supreme 
Being and a Great Flood? 


MAN’S FIRST SIN. : 

. — ^What animal did Satan use to 
tempt Eve? 

. How did the serpent tempt Eve? 

.»_-„What should Eve have done 
when the serpent spoke to her? 

. — ^W^hat was the sin of Eve and 
Adam? 

. How did Adam and Eve feel 
as soon as they disobeyed God? 


5. — What is orignal sin? 

’ . -How are we freed from origi- 
nal sin ? 

THE PUNISHMENT FOE 
BISOBEDIENGE. . 

. — How did Adam and Eve con- 
fess their sins to God when He 
questioned them? 

— ^What was the punishment God 
gave the serpent? 

• — What was the first promise of 


the Redeemer? 

1. — ^What was the punishment of 
Eve? of Adam? 

h— How did God guard Paradise 
so that Adam and Eve could 
not return? 

>, — ^Why do we suffer 
earth? 

CAIN AND ABEL. 

. — Who were the first children of 
Adam and Eve? 

, What were the occupations of 
Cain and Abel? 

* — Why did God refuse Cain’s of- 
fering? 

• — ^Why did God accept Abel’s of- 
fering? 

. — Did Cain confess his sin to God 
as Adam and Eve had done in 
Paradise? 


miseries on 



1§. f HE PEOMISE TO ABEAHAM. 
L— What did God command' Ab- 
ram to do? 

2. — What was God’s promise^ to 

Abram, to reward him. for 'his 
obedience ? 

3. — Why is Chanaan called' *'The 

Promised Land" ? 

4. — ^Why did God change the name 

of , Abram to Abraham. ■, and 
of. 'Sarai ■ to Sara?' 

11. BISTEBCTION 'OF SOBO'M 
. AMD GOMOREHA.- ■ 

, . 'L_W'!iy did Adam" a.n.d; , Lot .se- 
parate?'', 

; 2. -“—Where did each go to live? 

, 3. —Why did God wish to destroy 
Sodom and Gomorrha? 

4. - — How did .Abraham, intercede 

for the wicked cities? 

5. ^ — How were ■ Lot' .and. his family , 

saved from, destruction.?.,, 
d. — Why was .Lot’s wife turned in-'- 
to a pillar of salt? . 

7, — What was the punishment of 
Sodom a.nd ' Gomor.rha ? 

12. THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC. 

1. — What was the name of the son 

of Abraham and Sara? 

'2i — Why did God, wish to try 
Abraham’s faithfulness? 

3. — How did God plan to try 

Abraham? 

4 , — ^What did Abrah.am do to ful- 

itll 'God's com.m3'nd'?„- ■ 

5 How '. did . God save Isaac ? 

6. — How was Isaac a figure of 

■"Jesus,' 'Christ? 

13. ILIEIEB, THE FAITHFUL 
S1E¥ANT. 

L — ^Why did Eliezer go to Haran? 

2. ««-How did Eliezer know who 

was to be Isaac's wife? 


ISAAC AND REBECCA. 

1 — -How did Laban receive Elie- 
' '.zer? 

2. — -Describe the first meeting of 
Isaac and Rebecca. 

THE BEOTHIE’S BLESSING, 
i — How did the two sons of Isaac 
and Rebecca differ? 

2. — How long Esau give away his 

birthright to Jacob? 

3. — How did Jacob receive Esau's 

blessing? 

4. — How were the Jews who cru- 

cified Jesus Christ like Esau? 

JACOB’S DREAM. 

1. — ^Why did Jacob decide to flee 

from Chanaan? 

2. — Describe the dream of Jacob. 

3. - — ^What did God promise Jacob? 

4. — How did Jacob commemorate 

that promise? 

5 .—How was the stone in Bethel 
a figure of our altars? 

JACOB AND RACHEL. 

1 . — How did Jacob first meet Ra- 

chel? 

2. — What was the agreement be- 

tween Laban and Jacob? 

3. — How did Jacob prosper in Ha- 

ran ? 


2,.— Why were Hsrbroth€,rs ,. jealous ' 
of Joseph? 

3.— Describe Joseph’s dreams. 

4'.— How did 'Ruben ..save , Joseph 
' from death? , 

5. — .Who suggested selling . Joseph ^ 
into '.Egypt .instead, of .killing .' 
him? ' 

, JOSEPH, IN PRISON. 

1. — Why- was Joseph sent ' to pri- 

son? 

2. — -What was' the butler’s dream? 

How d.id Joseph interpret it? 

3. — What was the baker's dream? 

How did '..Joseph interpret it? 

4. — How did actual events justify 

Joseph’s interpretations? 

5. — How was Joseph a figure of 

Jesus on the Cross? 

THE KING’S DREAM. 

1 . — What were the king’s two 

dreams? 

2. - — How did the king learn about 

Joseph? 

3. — How did Joseph interpret the 

king’s dreams ? 

4. — “What was Joseph’s advice to 

the king? 

JOSEPH AS GOVERNOR OF 
EGYPT. 

1 . — ^Why did the king decide to 

make Joseph Governor of 
. Egypt?, , . 

2. — ^What honors did the king bes- 

tow on Joseph? 

3. — What did Joseph do during 

the years of plenty? 

4 . — ^What did he do when the peo- 

ple were suffering from hun- 
ger? 

5. — Why did people from distant 

countries buy grain in Egypt? 


THE RETURN OF JACOB. 

1. — How long did Jacob stay in 

Haran? 

2. — ^Why did he decide to return 

to Chanaan? 

3. — Describe the meeting of Jacob 

and Esau? 

4. — Why was Jacob called Israel? 

THE COAT OF MANY 
COLORS. 

I, — How many sons did Jacob 
have? 




zz . msmm and hisbeothees 

IN EGYFT« ■ .. I 

1 *“ — 'Why did Joseph's ^ brothers go 
to Egypt? 

2. “ — Did Joseph's '■ brothers recognize 

■ ■ .him: when, they first met? 

3. - — ^What,. did Joseph waii.t his bro- 

■ , thers to do before ' he,' would 
; set Simeon free? 

■ . ;4. — What, did Jacob say at first 
, about, Benjamin's going to 
■; Egypt?^, . 

5. — Why did Jacob finally let Ben- 
^ ...jaaiin go? 

6. - — How did, Joseph, receive Ben*- 

■ ■, jamin? 

7. — ^What did ■■ Joseph do to keep 

.Benjamin, with him? .. 

8. -— How , did, Joseph ■ make him- 

, self ,' known „ to his , brothers? 
,9._How was Joseph, a figure of ' 
Christ forgiving, our sins? ' ' . |. 
2i. lACdB ;IN EGYPT.: ' 1 

!•- — What „did Joseph. ..wish Jacob 
. : to do? 

, 2.— What was' God's promise . to,^ 
Jacob before he went to Egypt? 

3. — ^Whcre did Joseph meet Jacob? 

4. — How did Joseph's brothers 

and father live in Gessen? 

5. — What was the blessing Jacob 

when dying gave to Juda? 

6. — What was Jacob’s prophecy 

about the time of the coming 
of the Mcssias? 

7 . — ^When was Jacob's prophecy 

fulfilled? 

:25. ; THE TEIALS OF lOB. ^ 

. 1 What , were the riches of Job? 
.2.— Why did" Cod allow Satan to 
:hurt'' Job?', . . 

3, — ^What losses did Job suffer at 

the'': hands, of Batan? , 

4. — How did Job bear all his i 

misfortunes? 


5, — -HoW' ■ is Job'-' a ' figure ' of Jesus | 
Christ? 

L THE .EEWAEB OF PATIENCE. 

1. — How:'did Satan' hurt the per- 

son of Job?' 'gH 

2. “— How did Job bear bis netv 

misfo.rtun€s? 

3. — Why was Job’s wife angry 

with him? 

4. — Describe the faith of Job. I 
5 .—How did God reward Job for i 

his patience? | 

. THE EESCUE OF MOSES. i 

1. — ^What were the descendants of | 

Jacob called? Why? j 

2. — ^^-^hy did the .King of Egypt I 

fear the Israelites? | 

3 . — How did he treat them ? I 

4. — What cruel order d.!d the king, 

give concerning the Israelites? I 

5. — How was the infant Moses! 

saved from death? I 

d. — ^\Vho took care of Moses till 
he was grown up? 

THE FLIGHT. OF MOSES. 

D’~~Why was Moses unhappy in 
the palace? 

2. — -Describe the sufferings of the 

Israelites in Egypt. 

3. ’ — ^What caused the flight of 

. Moses? 

4. "— *How w'as Moses .received in 

Madian? 32 

5. — ^How long did Moses stay in * 

Madian? 

THE BURNING BUSH. 

!•“ — ^^^hat wonderful sight did 

Moses sec on Mount Horeb? 

2. — “What did God. say to Moses 
from the burning bush? 

3 — -What did Moses answer? 

4.— What signs did God give Moses 
by which he could make the 
Israelites believe him? 


^♦“'Whom ' did God . tell ,M,oses. to • 
take' with ' him? 

5. — How, did' the.; Israelites ■ receive , 
Moses and Aaron?' 

I. THE PUNISHMENT OF ' 

EGYPT. ' ' ■ ' 

1- — How did. the. King of .Egypt . 
receive Moses and Aa:roii.? ... I 

2. — What m.ore work did the .King j 

order the Israelites to do? ! 

3 . — How did the Is.raelites feel to- ,1 

wards Moses when they 'were j 
given more work? 

4. — How did Aaron try to con- 

vince the king by signs? 

5. — ^What were the nine plagues 

sent by God to punish Egypt?' ^ 

- THE FIRST PASGH. 

1. — Why did God send the .tenth- p 

plague upon the Egyptia.ns? | 

2. — -What was this" .last , punish- 'f. 

ment to be? , | 

3. — What did 'the .Israelites do in' I 

order to escape- the tenth .plague? ' ' I 

4 . — What did the kin.g ' do after - I 

. the tenth plague? | 

5. — How , was the' Paschal 'iL.amb "- I 

a , figure ' of Our .Lord Jesus ' 1 

Christ? I 

6. — How was the Feast of the I' 

Pasch similar to our Easter? I 

MIRACULOUS PASSAGE ' I 

THROUGH THE RED SEA. | 

1. - — How many.Isra.elites left Egypt I 

for the Promised .Land? I 

2. _How did God guide them on I 

,. their journey ? , , I 

3. — How is the -pillar ' of cloud' and | 

fire a figure of Jesus ' Christ?' | 
4 •“—Why did the King .of Egypt I ' 
.pursue the. Israelites? . | 

5.— How were the .Israelites: .saved ' | 
from the Egyptians? I 











I 33. MANNA IN THE 
I WHiDEENESS. 

I' 1 ,-~¥v^.ha.t , did,, God' bid Moses ,do 

I ' to„ the bitter waters, o,f Mara? 

I ' 2 .— Why: did God send , maana 
I , ' , for ,tbe Israelites? , , 

| : , 3 ..^ — On .what days only could the 

| . , ' Israelites, gather manna? Why? 

I '4.™«.Por how' .long' did God send 

I manna? , 

I ', 5 * — How was ' manna a type of 
I the Blessed Sacrament? 


34. THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 

1. -— Where did God gather the 

Israelites to give them His 
,, commandments? 

2. — How did God speak to,' the 

Israelites? How did, they re- 
ceive His words? ,' 

3. — ^What were the Ten ' Com- 

iiiand,me,nts God spoke on 
Mount Sinai? 

4 . — What feast ' did the , Israelites 

celebrate ,to commemorate the 
descent of God on Mount, Si- 
nai ?' 

5 . — Why' do Christians celebrate 

that feast today? 

35 ; THE GOLDEN CALF. 

1 . — How long did Moses stay on 

Mount ^ Sinai when God gave 
, ,him the. tables of the Com- 
mandments? , 

2. — -What, did the , Israelites do in 

the absence' of Moses? 

3. — What did Moses do , to the 

tables of stone' when he saw 
the, people , worshipping the. 
golden calf? 

,4. — -How did Moses get the new 
tables of the Commandments? 
5 ., — ^What command did God give 
Moses about keeping the tables 
of stone?. ■ 


6 . — What was the 'Ark of the Co- 

venant? 

7. — What . was the Tabernacle? 

36, THE TABERNACLE AND 
SACRIFICE. 

1 . — ^Describe the way the Taberna- 

cle was built. 

2 . - — How '.was the Ark a figure of 

our tabernacles today? 

3. — What else in the Old sacrifices 

, were types of what vre have 
today in our churches? 

4 . — ^What two kinds of sacrifices 

were offered by the Israelites? 

5. — Of ■what were these old sacri- 

fices types? 

6 . — ^Wbat is the only true sacrifice 

today? 

7. — ^Name the chief feasts of the 

Israelites. 

8 . - — What was the order of minis- 

ters? 

9. — ^U^hat was God’s command 

about supporting priests? What 
is our obligation today towards 
the support of our priests? 

37. THE TWELVE SPIES. 

1 . — -Why did Moses choose twelve 

men to go to Chanaan? 

2 . — What report did these men 

bring back from the Promised 
Land? 

3. — ^Who of the twelve spies were 

in favor of conquering Cha- 
naan? 

4. — ^Why did the Israelites murmur 

against Moses and God? 

5. — How did God punish them for 

their ingratitude ? 

6 . — How was Moses a figure of 

Our Lord? 

33. MIRACLES IN THE DESERT. 

I.- — How did God send the Israelites 
water in the desert? 


,. 2.— Why did Moses strike .'the rock 
twice? ' 

3. — What .was 'Ms punishment ■ for 

doubting. God’s word? ' 

4. — -What was that sin the , Israelites 

we,re always committing in the 
desert? 

5. — How, did God punish them? 

6 . — How were .the, Israelites, who 

were bitten by serpents cured?,' 

7 . — How was the serpent ,of brass . 

a figure of Jesus Christ? 

39. THE ARRIVAL. AT THE 
PROMISED LAND. 

' L — ^From what mountain did God 
show Moses the Promised 
Land? 

2 . —What books of .the, Bible were , 

, written, by Moses? 

3. -^Who succeeded Moses .as , leader 

of ■ the Israelites? 

4. — What service did Rahab .do. for 

the two Israelite spies? ■ 

5 . — How did the' 'Israelites pass. 

over Jordan to ' Jericho? 

6 . — ^How 'is the Promised Land a 

figure of , Heaven? . . 

40, THE TAKING OF JERICHO. " 

1. — ^Describe , how the , Israelites took, 

Jericho. , 

2 . — ^Who alone were spared in the 

fall of Jericho? Why? 

3. — ^What miracle did Josue per- 

form to prolong the day and 
'win ■' a battle? ■ ., 

4 . _Why were the children of Is- 

rael divided into twelve tribes? 

5 From what tribe did the Mes- 
■ sias come? ,, 

6 . — In the'' division of Chanaan 

which tribe was not given any 
land? Why? 

7. — ^Why did the Israelites forget 

God? 
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41. THE VICfOEY OF GIDEON. 
L — ^What were tbe early rulers of 
Israel called? How long did 
they rule? 

2. — ^How was Gedcon chosen Judge? 

3. — -Describe how Gcdeon defeated 

and.drove away the Madianites. 
\ ,4— What did; Gcdeon say when the 
; , Israelites , wanted ■ him - to be 
: '.'king? ' ■■ 

.v^g./.^THl'SraENGTH OF" ^ ' 
SAMSON., ' 

, For what was Samson 'known? 

■ :2,»—Teir so'me events : showing .the 
strength o,f .Samson., 

,3.— How did the ■ Philistines find 
out the weakness of Samson? 

, : 4.— -Tell the story of, 'Samson's 
imprisonment., ' ' 

', 5,.- — -How ■: .did.' ,' Samson, '. meet , his 
, ' death? „ 

;43.: . THE FAII?^ - ' 

L — How did Nocmi come to live in 
in the land of Moab? 

2 . — ^Why did she finally decide to 

return to her people in Israel? 

3. — Why did Ruth wish to accom- 

pany Noemi? 

4 . — ^What did Ruth do during the 

harvest to help Noemi? 

5. — How did Booz treat Ruth in 

6. — Show bow David came from 

Ruth. 

44. SAMUEL AS JUDGE. 

1 . — Who were the parents of Sa- 

muel? 

2. — ^How was Samuel promised by 

Anna to serve the Temple? 

3. — ^Describe how God first called 

Samuel. 

4. — ^Why did God punish Hell and 

his sons? 

, 5. — How were they punished? 


d. — ^Why ..did the.-, Israelites ask 
Samuel for a king? 

45. SAUL, FIRST KING OF 
ISRAEL.' . 

1 . — Why did God tell Samuel to 

anoint Saul? 

2. — “How did Saul forget God? 

3. — What was Saul's punishment 

for sinning against God? 

4. — How did David come to live in 

Saul's palace? 

5. - — Why did Saul finally come to 

hate David? 

46. DA¥ID AND GOLIATE.' 

1* — -Who was Goliath? 

2. — What did Goliath propose to 

the Israelites? 

3 . — With what weapons did David 

fight Goliath? 

4. “ — -Describe the combat between 

David and Goliath. 

47. KING DA¥ID. 

1. — Why was Jerusalem called ‘The 

City of David"? 

2. — How did David show his rev- 

erence for the Ark? 

3. — ^Who wrote 


7 . — How did David receive the news 
of Absalom's death? 

3.— „How was the sorrowful David 
a figure of Jesus ^ Christ?. . 

THE WISDOM OF- SOLOMON. 

1 . — What did Solomon - ask of God 

in the beginning of bis rule? 

2. — —What reward did -God give 

Solomon for his wise choice? 

3. — ^What example can you give, of 

Solomon's wisdom? 

4. — ^Why .did Solomon know . the 

.true -mother? 

•THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON. , 

1 . — For whom did David tel! So- 

lomon to build the Temple? 

2. — What .preparations did, Solomon 

make for the building? 

3. — How 'long did' it . take to '.build ■ 

the Temple? 

4— Describe the "Holy of Holies" 

5. — How did Solomon finally for- 

get God? 

5._What was the punishment of 
Solomon and his people for 
having disobeyed God? 

ELIAS, THE . PEOPHIT. ' ' 

1 . — -Why did God send Prophets 

to tbe Israelites? 

2. — Who were the greatest of the 

Prophets? 

3. — What did the Prophets foretell? 

4. -What sin did King Achab com- 

mit against God? 

5. _What punishment did God 

announce by Elias? 

6. How did Elias live during the 
famine? 

7. — -What miracle was worked by 

Elias for the widow's oil and 
■ meal? ■■ 

8. —What miracle was worked by 

Elias on the widow's son? 


the beautiful 

Psalms? 

4— What promise did God make 
to David? 

THE INGRATITUDE OF 
ABSALOM. 

How did David sin against 
God? 

2. — What was David's punishment? 

3. — ^Why did Absalom plot against 

David ? 

4. — How did David show his pa- 

tience when he was cursed by 
Semci? 

5. — How did Absalom meet his 

death? 

6. — What is the lesson we Icam 

from Absalom's death? 








o5. JUDITH IN THE ASSYRIAN 
' , , CAMP. . 

1. — What did the people of Bethu- 

lia decide when Holofernes be- 
sieged their city? 

2. — What was the counsel Judith 

gave? 

3. - — ^What did Judith do to save 

her people from the enemy? 

4. — How did the Israelites receive 

Judith upon her return? 

5. — How were the Assyrians final- 

ly driven away? 

6. — How was Judith a figure of 

the Blessed Virgin? 

56. THE BABYLONIAN 
CAPTIVITY. 

1. — Describe the destruction of Je- 

rusalem by Nabuchodonosor. 

2. — ^Why did Nabuchodonosor 

have confidence in the wisdom 
of Daniel and his three friends? 

3. — How did Nabuchodonosor re- 

ward Daniel? 

4. — Why were DanieFs friends cast 

into the furnace? 

5. — How did God save them? 

6. — What was the effect of the 

miracle on Nabuchodonosor? 

57.. THE WEITING ON THE WALL. 

1 . — What sacrilege did Balthasar 

commit in the feast he gave? 

2. — What wonderful thing happened 

at the feast? 

3. - — ^Where were the words written 

on the wall? 

4. — -How did Daniel interpret the 

writing on the wall? 

58. DANIEL IN THE LION'S DEN. 

1. — How was the prophecy of the 

writing on the wall fulfilled? 

2. — ^Why did the people of Babylon 

became angry at Danie^? 

3. — What did the people do to 

Daniel? 


-How was Daniel fed iii' .the 
lions’ den? 

•What did Cyrus do ■ when he 
'saw, Daniel still' unhurt among 
the lions?. 


THE RETURN TO , 
JERUSALEM. 

1. — When did the Jews retu,rn to 
■ Jerusalem from B.abylo.n? 

2. — Who led them, back to their 

land? 

3. — ^What work did the Jews do on 

their return? 

4. — How. did the glory of the se- 

cond Temple surpass that of 
the first? 

5. — Who rebuilt the walls of Je- 
. rusalem? 

6. “—Who was the last of the Pro- 
'' ' phets? 

7. — -What did be foretell about the 

Sacrifices of the Old Law? 

8. — How was this prophecy ful- 

filled? ' 

9. - — How waS' the „Ark of the Co- 

venant a ' figure of our taber- 
nacles.' 


JONAS AND THE FISH. 

I — \V,hy did God send Jonas to 


•Why did Jonas flee to the sea? 
What happened to the .ship on 
which Jonas embarked? 

“What was done to stop the 
the storm? 

-What happened , to Jonas' when 
be ..was cast into the sea? 
•What was the message of , Jo- 
nas to Ninive? 

-W,hy ' did God spare Ninive? 
-How did God show Jonas 
that the, savi,ng of Ninive was 
justified?. 

“How was Jonas a figure of 
Jesus Chirst? 


60. QUEEN ESTHER BEFORE ' 
THE KING. 

1 . — ^Why did Mardoebai sit near 

the gate of the palace? 

2. — ^What service did Mardochai do 

the king? 

3. — ^Why did not Mardochai wMi 

to bow before Aman? 

4. — What did Aman resolve to do 

in revenge? ■ 

5. - — ^What did ' Mardochai do .to save 

the Jews? 

6. — ^Why was it brave of Esther 

to come before the king? 

7. — -How did Assuerus remember 

the service done him by Mar- 
dochai? 


54. TOBIAS AND HIS SON. 

L — Why was the 'Kingdom, of Is- 
rael destroyed? 

2. “ — ^What works of mercy did the 

elder. Tobias do among the cap- 
tives?'' 

3. — How did the elder Tobias lose 

his 'Sight?, 

.4.— What,' counsels did he give to 
his son ?, 

5. ' — ^Who ' accompanied young To- 

bias on his journey? 

6. — How did young Tobias find 

.medicine for his father's eyes? 

7. — -Why did ^ God send .the. angel 

Raphael, to Tobias and his son? 






^ \ i9> 


I- THE FlINISHMENT OF 
AMAN. 

l'“ — Who advised the King to grant 
honors to the one who had 
served well? ■ 

, 2.— Why, did .Am an give, such ad- 
■".'Vice?' ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ■ 

3 ,__„What „ did Aman have to do, 

;; , for. ...Mardochai?' ' 

, 4.— -.What did Queen,': Esther ask 
the at the banquet? ' 

5. _,What „ Judgment , did the .King', 
pass on the proud Aman ? 

. d— How ' Was Esther., a type of the ■ 

■ Bles'scd '. Virgin? ■ 

, EL'IAZAB, SIAM OF FOETI- 
.TODE, IfAEfYEDOM' OF SE- ■ 
VEN .BEETHEIN AND THEIE 
MOfHERd ' ^ ^ 

L,— Although.' ' foreigners conquered, I ■ 
the Jews, still who governed 
, them directly.?'' ;. 

2.-— Wlia,t harsh, 'la'.ws. were, ordered 
by Antiochus? 

?'•— Who' was -'..Eieazar 
. 4 Why ... 'was;',, , Eleazar' ^martyred : ^ 
Antiochus?. ; ; ; ' 

5, — ^Why were the seven brethren I 
and their mother martyred? i 
d. How did the mother prove I 
herself a good mother? 

MATHATHIAS AND JUDAS ^ ^ 
MACHABEUS, 

l*~What did Mathathias do in or- 
der to deliver the Jews from 
Antiochus? 

2, — ^Wbat advice did he give his 67. 

sons upon his death? 

3, — ^What success did Judas Macha- 

beus have against the Syrians? 

4, — How was Antiochus punished 

by God for his wickedness? 

THE FEOMISE OF THE 
RIDIEMEE. 

L~Why was there a need of the 
Redeemer? 


2. — What was' the ptomm of Ja-. 

cob to Juda? 

3. •—Why was the time already come 

for the coming of the Mes- 
' ■ slas? 

4. — -Who came to fulfill the many 

promises of a Redeemer? 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 
. THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
BT. JOHN'S BIETH. ' 

1. --What were Zachary and Eli- 

zabeth continually asking from 
,:God? ■ ■ ' * 

2. — ^What did the Angel j 

Co Zachary? 

3 — How did Zachary rec 
word of the Angel? 

4.— What was the punish 
Zachary for having c 

3. — Who was the son of 

and Elizabeth? 

THE ANNUNCIATION. 

1 VHierc did Mary and Joseph j 
.live?..-; 

2. — ^What were the first words of 
the Angel to Mary? 

What did the Angel announce 
to Mary? 

4. ---.What was the answer of Mary? I 

4. — What happened as soon as Ma- 

ry gave this answer? 

5. ^Can we understand this mys- 
tery? Why do we believe it? 

7. — ^When is the Feast of the An- I 
nunciation celebrated ? i 

THE VISITATION../: 

1 . — ^Why did Mary go to visit 

Elizabeth? 

2. What did Elizabeth say to Ma- 
ry when she saw her? 

3. — ^What is the “Magnificat*'? 

4. — How long did Mary stay with 

Elizabeth ? 

5. — ^When did Zachary become 

able to speak once more? 


L. '.THE NATIVITY* 

^•”~™Who ruled the Jews at the 
" . time? 

2. — Why did the Emperor wish the 

people to be counted? 

3. — Why did Mary and Joseph 

have to to Bethlehem to be 
, counted? 

4. — How were Mary and Joseph 

received in Bethlehem ? ' 

5. — Where was Jesus born? 

6. — ^What lesson, do we learn' from 

this? 

THE 'SHEPHERDS. 

THE PRESENTATION. 

1 . — How did the Shepherds co.me to 
know of the Birth of the Lord? 
2 ., — -What was the message of the 
Angels? ' ' 

3. — Describe the. way the shepherds 

adored Jesus. 

4. ~Whac was the Presentation? 

5. — Whom did Mary and Joseph 

sec in the Temple? 

6. — Djd Simeon and Anna recog- 

nize Jesus as the Messias? 

THE THREE WISE MEN. 

1. — Where did the Wise Men come 

from ? 

2. — How did they know the Re- 

deemer was bo.rn? 

3. — How did they find the way to 

Jerusalem? 

4. — Why was Herod disturbed? 

5. — What gifts did the Wise Men 

bring Jesus? 

6. Wiiat is the best gift we can 
give Jesus? 

' THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT. 

1, — Why did Herod order the kill- 

ing of the Innocents? 

2, — -How, did.' Jesus escape, being. 

' 'killed? 

3, — When did the Angel tell Joseph 

';'.to , 'lea'vc.^' 'Egypt 'and: '.Teturri' 
home? 


announce 
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‘Where did Jesns spend His 
youth? 

What lesson do we karn from 
the childhood of Jesns, when 
he lived in Nazareth with 
Mary and Joseph? 


75 . TEE wmsT jmcwms. 

1. — Who were the first two dis- 

ciples?' ' ^ 

2. — How did they come to follow 

Our Lord? 

3. — What did Jesus say to Simon? 

Did Simon understand Jesus? 

4. — What did Jesus say to Phi- 

lip? 

5. — How did Nathanael come to 

believe in Jesus, and to fol- 
low Him? 

76. JESUS WOEKS HIS FIRST 
MlEAULl. .. 

L— Why did Jesus go to Cana? 

2. - — ^Why did Mary pity the bride- 

groom? 

3. — -What did Mary say to Jesus? 

4. — How did Jesus work the mir- 

acle? 

5 . - — ^What does Jesus teach by 

working the miracle at the re- 
quest of Mary? 

6. — How was this first miracle 

the beginning of the public life 
of Our Lord? 

77. JESUS DEIYES THE SELLERS 

OUT FROM THE TEMFLE. 

1 Why was Jesus displeased at 
the sellers in the Temple? 

2. — What did He do to drive them 

out? 

3. — What did He answer when the 

Jews asked Him to show them 
a sign of His authority? 

4. — ^Who were the Pharisees? 

5. — Who were the Scribes? 

— ^Why did Jesus go among 
publicans and sinners? 

7 . — Why did the Jews despise Sa- 

maritans? 

78. JESUS SFEAKS TO THE 
SAMARITAN WOMAN. 

1 . — Why was the Samaritan wo- 
man surprised when Jesus 
spoke to her? 


2,— What did Jesus say to the Sa- 
maritan woman? 

,3.— What did the Samaritan wo- 
' . man tell . her, friends? ' 

4.—- -What were, the, synagogues? ■ 

79. JESUS WORKS MANY - ' 

., MIRACLES.. ' , 

1. — ^What ;'did', the people of ,Na- 

/Zareth :do when Jesus said j, He 
, .wa.s the Messias? What, did they 
want ' to do' ,to him? 

2. — How did,. Jesus cure the; ruler's 

son? 

3. -— How did- Jesus cure the ■„man 
- ' with the evil spirit? ,■ 

4. — What , did ; Jesus' ■ do to " cure 

S.imon Peter's mother-in-law? 

5. — What good did Jesus do for 

all who came to Him? 

80. ' JESUS HEALS THE' ' MAN , 

SICK WITH PALSY. 

1. — Why could not the sick man 

enter by the door? 

2. — Hotv did his companions bring 

him near to Jesus? 

3 . — ^What did Jesus say to the sick 

, man? 

4,.^ — ^Wbat fault did the scribes find 
in the words of Jesus? 

5. — ^What did Jesus do to show 

them He had power to for- 
give sins? 

6. — What Sacrament did Jesus 

later institute to give His dis- 
ciples the power to forgive 
. . sins? , 

31. JESUS CHOOSES HIS 
TWELYE AFOSTLES. 

1. — ^Name the twelve Jesus chose 

to be His Apostles, 

2. — What powers did Jesus give 

His twelve Apostles? 

3. — ^What warning did Jesus make 

when he sent them forth? 


-, THE CHILD, IN THE TEMFLE. 

L— Why , ,did ■Ma,ry , :and Joseph 
;, go , to .Jerusalem when Jesus 
was 12, years old? 

2.- — -Why did not ■ ' ■■ Joseph ' and 
Mary at' once, notice the , loss 
of Jesus? 

3 .^Where, . ' did , they finally find 

Him?,,', 

4. — What did , Jesus say to His 
, : Mother? , , 

5, « — ^What,.;,', sacrifice must we he 

ready to make, for the love of 

,' .God-,?'.''' 


78, ■ THE ; BAPTISM OF JESUS. 

, ,l .”“«*Whe,re had John , the Baptist 
lived before bis public life? 

: 2,— Where ,'did he preach, his mes- 

' '' sage?' '. 

3 . —W'hat' ■ ', was , the , , message he 

, 'preac'hcd ' 

4. _W'hy ■ dtd John baptize? - 
3'._How , - did John predict the 

coming of Jesus? 

6. — ^U^hy did John baptize Jesus? 

7. — ^What happened when Jesus 

, ,was baptized? 

— What happened wben we are 
,- baptized? ' - - ' 

74. JESUS IS TEMPTED BY THE 
DEVIL. 

.,,, ,, 1 .—Tell, how Satan tempted , Jesus. 

„ ,',2.— How , did '. Jesus answer Satan? 
3 , — ^What did John say to the 
crowds w^hen he saw Jesus 
coming? 
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82» THE SERM©N''.0N:''THE'^' 

MOUNT^,'.',: ,;, 

1. — •What' ;are' the, ''Eight Beati- 
■ tildes*'?'' '. 

, , 2.— -Did: Jesus teach ns to love 'our 
enemies? .'.Why? 

' '3*— What did Our Lord mean by 
., false, prophets? , ' 

88.' ' JESUS' CURES THE CENTU- ' 
EION^'S ■ S1R¥ANT? JESUS 
■RAISES THE',, WIDOirS SON. 

1, — W,ho 'were the ce,riturioiis? ■. ' i 

, ■ 2.- — Why did . the centurion not 

■ ask , Jesus to come to his 
house to cure his. servant? ■ 

, ,3.^\Vhy was Jesus pleased with 
the Cciitunon ? . ' . . 

' 4 . — How did Jesus raise, the wi- 
dow’s son to life? 

■ 5.— -What did' the 'people say when 
,,, Jesus 'taised the widow's son?' ' 

: M. JESUS' FOIGIVE'S MARY. .. ' 

,',■ MAG'DALEN., ■■, ■ ■ 

,.l. — ^Wbat did Simon, ■' thc'-Pbari- 
see, think, .of .''"Jesus? 

2. — ^Why did Our Lord forgive 

Mary Magdalen? 

3, — What do we learn from Mary 

Magdalen’s story? 

4. — Who can forgive sins? ^ 

85. ■, JESUS : calms : THE STO'RM. 

: : ^ ;:■ "THE': MIRACULOUS ' CATCH 
OF FISHES. 

1 .—Why did Jesus rebuke His dis- 
ciples when they were afraid 
of the storm? 

2. — How did Jesus calm the 

storm? 

3. — What had Peter caught before 

Jesus told him to let down his 
net? 

4. — ^What did he catch when he 

obeyed Jesus? 


5.— How did Jesus predict Peter’s 89. 
future work? 

■ JESUS RAISES THE - 
' DAUGHTER . OF , JAIRUS.' 

L— How did Jairus show his faith 
in Our Lord? 

2. — Why did the people laugh at 

Jesus when He said the girl 
was only asleep? 

3. - — How did Jesus raise the dead 9§. 

child to life? 

JESUS MULTIPLIES THE 
LOAVES OF BREAD. 

1 — Why did Jesus need bread to 
give to the people? 

2. — How many were present the 

first time? 

3. — How manv loaves of bread and 

fishes were there? 

4. — What miracle took place on gi 

the bread and fishes? 

5. — How much was left after all 

had eaten? 

6. — The next time Jesus worked 

this miracle, how many loaves 
of bread were multiplied? 

7. — Of what is the miracle of the 

multiplication of bread a sym- 
.. bol? ' '■ ■ 

JESUS PROMISES BREAD ' 

, HEAVEN. 

1 . — What did Jesus say about the 

Bread of Life? 

2. — What doubt did the Jews have 

about the words of Jesus? 

3. “ — What did Jesus say about His 

Flcsb and His Blood? 

4. * -What Sacrament was promised 

in these words of Jesus? 

5. _\Vhy did some disciples leave 

Jesus? 

6. — ^What did Peter answer when 

Jesus asked if the Apostles 
would abandon Him? 


JESUS 'GIVES . THE EEYS TO' 
'.PETER. ' 

L— What,. : was .the answer.' of' .Pe- 
ter , when ..in 'Cesarea;. Phil'ippi, 

., ,:;■ Our .Lord asked His,, Apostles ' 
who He. was? 

2. — What, did Jesus answer?. 

3. — -What ', is' ,the' meaning of Our 

Lord’s,,, words, to Peter? 

'the transfiguration of.. 

JESUS. JESUS CURES A MAN 
POSSESSED BY THE DEVIL. 

1. — Which of the Apos'tles saw 

the Transfiguration? 

2. — :Describ,e what they saw. 

3. — What did God the Father say 

from the cloud?' 

4. — Why could not the disciples 

cure the demoniac?, 

JESUS FORGIVES A . SINFUL .: 
.WOMAN. '. 

L— What' was the piinishmenr for 
' the sinful woman according' .to 

■ the , Law ? \ 

2. — Why ' was' Jesus ' sorry for ' the 
■' sinner? 

3. — What .did Jesus 'say when t.he 

" Pharisees .urged him , to" Judge 

■ the woman? . ■, 

4. - — What effect had the answer of 

Jesus on the', scribes 'and , Pha-' 
risees?' " 

5. — What did ,Je.siis say to the 'wo- 

man ? 

JESUS HEALS THE MAN' ' 
BORN BLIND. ; . 

I..— How did,' Jesus .'liea! 'the'' man' 
blind from, ' birth ? ' 

2. *— ,What effect had' 'this ' cure on 

,'■ the man’s neighbors? 

3. — What ' did: the: cured m3,n'. say 

to those -who .would not be- 
lieve in the power of Jesus? 
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93. Ty lii'E; HOUSE OF 

MAltY AHD jlMUiijl ' 


I .—Ik 


Klartha , 


-VV'J:;ch V 


Jesus? 


Jesus .'i;ay was! 


iXx.c::c Ji ir 


I 94. .lESrS IJ.-IISES iL.AZi«!.US. 


I- 'H'v; :i’*n : 


■ \V He nMs the : 

ar.d :he I.ife? ' I 
■■"'desiis raise Lazarus ; 




THE CHILD-' 


4._\Vhar story did Jesus tell to 1 101. 
show how much God desires | 
the repentance of a sinner? 


97 , THE FAEABLe'. OF THE 
WHEAT AND COCELE. 


Mist of all I 
a: trillion and care? i 
eaz t?:a: x^yq should > 
materia! | 

r.^znp,; v;baj|. extent on-; 

sizou.a we ca|-e foj them? j 


1. — What is a parable? 

2. — Tell the story of the wheat 

and cockle. 

3. — How did Jesus explain the 

meaning of this parable? 

4. — ^What story did Jesus tell to 

predict the growth of His 
Church? 


Lazarus been ; 
Jc.siis came? ' 
‘ * ■* '* ! iriza and' MarV' I 

Jiow tr.iir f. Our Lord? ' 


98 . THE PARABLE OF THE EN- 
MERCiFUL SERVANT. 


3 .- 


“How often should we forgive 
our enemies, according to Our 
Lord? 

“Tell in your own words the 
story of the unmerciful ser- 
vant. 

“What lesson do we learn from 
this parable? : 


103, 


THE PARABLE OF' DIVES 
ANDEAZAEIIS. , 

1.-- -Tell the story of. Dives' and 
, Lazams. 

,2.— -What .lesson did ' Jesus, teach 
ill this parable?. 


102 . 


THE PARABLE OF THE 
PHARISEE AND THE PUB- 
LICAN. 

1. — How did the Pharisee pray? 

2. — How did the Publican' pray? 

3. — Who made the better . prayer? 
Why? 

-What prayer did Jesus teach 
His disciples? 

-How did Jesus show that we 
should pray God with con- 
fidence? 

6. — When' should we pray? 


4.- 


5. 


JESUS ENTERS JERUSA-: 
LEM., 

did Jes.us’,. enter Je.rusa- 

1cm ? 


. 2.—“ What did the people cry out 

M'Srrt? 



L j'li ;J .It'sus bhow 

His love 

h 'J.i'ira when His 

disciples , 

•“ b.:n away? 


? 4 u a. 1 ties or 

children 

''""‘■^4 ; uc cuitivare, 

that , we 

‘*''*'*-* h: hke them? 



: IS THE GOOD SHEP- 

iiEEij. 


GOOD SAMARITAN. 

1. — ^Wbat must we do to possess 

eternal life? 

2. — Tell the story of the Good 

Samaritan. 

3. — ^What lesson do we learn from 

this parable? 


* K ihe Jifterence between ; tHE PARABLE OF THE PRO- 
‘Joni Shepherd and the ; DIGAL- SON. 

’ j;j J.sus mean by say-" 1.,— Why -did ■ Jesus ■ tell the story 

“Tm' Fw h,d other sheep ■ ■ of the Prodigal -Son? ' ... 

:hc fok!.^ ■ 2.— Tell the- potable ■ in your own 

’ Jill Jesii^; explain His ■ .words.. ■ 

* J »rriorig iiuhlicans and' 3, ■“—What lesson .do we learn] 

e: ' ' "" * i . ',. from- this 'Story? ■ ■] 


'3. — .Why did ' Jesus ' weep, over 
Jerusalem.? ' 

4. _Why. did the Pharisees plot 

against Jesus? 

5. —With whom, did the, chief 

priests, S'Cribes,''. a.nd, .elders ag-, 
ree to capture'''J''esus? ’ 

— For how much ^ did" Judak;.'' 
. Iscariot' sell Our Lo.rd? 

m JESUS WASHES THE FEET^ 

■ OF THE APOSTLES. 

j. — What feast did. Jesus wish to. 

ceieb.rate, 'With ' His' ..disciples? 

2. — \X^hat ..preparations were . made. 

fo-r " the. Supper?' 

3. — What .lesson' d.id Jesus ■ teach. 

His Apostles when He washed 



2 ^Wbat did tbe disciiples do i 

when the soldiers bound 

desus? ^ f 1 

3 „Wbicb of the Apostles fol- , 
lowed Jesus, a long way off? > 

4. — ^How many times did Peter 

deny Jesus? ^ 

5, How did be remember the 

prediction of Out Lord about 
his denying Him? ^ l 

5. — ^\Vhat effect did tbe crowing 
of the cock have on Peter? 

OS. JESUS . IS IfAKEN BEFOEE j 
OAIFHAS. . ' 

1. ^\Vbat did the Sanhedrin do 

in order to condemn Jesus to 
■ death? ■■ ' ! 

2. — What did Caipbas ask Our 

Lord? - . .| 

3. ^What answer did Jesus give? 

4] ^\Vhat decision did the Coun-' 

cil make? 

5, How did the soldiers treat 

Jesus till morning? 

6. — ^Why did the Jews have to 

bring Jesus to Pontius Pi-^ 1 
late? 

100. JESUS IS TAKEN BEFOEE 
PILATE. , ^ ; 

H — ^What accusations did tbe : 
Jews bring against Jesus be- 
fore Pilate? 

2. —When Pilate asked if He was ! 

King, what did Our Lord , 
answer? 

3. — ^What did Pilate wish to do ' 

with Jesus, at first? 

4. — Whom did the Jews prefer 

to Jesus? 

5. — ^Why did Pilate wash his 

hands? 

110. THE CEOWN OF THOEMS. 

1. ^What did the soldiers do to 

Jesus after they had scourged 
Him? 

2 . — ^What did Pilate say when he 


105. JESUS INSTITUTES THE 
MOST BLESSIP SACBA- 
MINT. 

H— What words did Jesus say 
after blessing the bread? 

2. — What words did He say af- 

ter blessing the wine? 

3. _What did Our Lord accom- 

plish %vhen He did these 
things? 

4. — Today, what happens to 

bread and wine when the 
priest pronounces these 
words? 

5 —Where did the priests get this 
wonderful power? 

What do we partake, of when 
we go today to Holy Com- 
mimion? 

. 7,-^What two' ■ prophecies, were 
made' by , Our Lord in the, 
last Supper? 

8, — ^What was the ‘“New Com- 
mandment" given by Our 
Lord to His Apostles? 

106. THE AGONY IN THE OAE- 
BEN. 

H — ^What Apostles did Jesus 
take w-ith Him to the gar- 
den? 

2. — ^What prayer did Jesus say? 

3. — How many times did Jesus 

say this prayer? 

4. —What did the Apostles do 

while Jesus prayed? 

5. — ^Who led the soldiers that 

came to take Jesus prisoner? 

6. ~Wbat sign did Judas give the 

soldiers so they would recog- 
nize Jesus? 

7 —What happened to the crowd 
when Jesus said. “I am He"? ^ 
im. PETEE BENIES JESUS. 

T — ^What did Jesus say when 
Peter cut off the ear of Mal- 
chus? 


His r^AV' to the 

4 .—What m' *• ' 1 ' ' • v; r V' ’■ 5’ 

women m; iia to 

5.— What d» uMched 

Oiir 

Cdvaty?!., wkb 

5. —Who w’c^ 

Jesus? 11, fV,r all 

7.— How dtd ^ 

that hated M '': ;|i| |his 
g.-^-Why did Jc« 

CROSS. 

112. JESUS BIES OW 
T— What did thfi' 
to Our Lord ? mi 

2 . — What did the 1 

3 . — And what rett. 

make? 8j 

4. — ^Tcll how Jesuit' 

Mother for 

5. — ^What unUsualSl, 

pened when Jc*.' 

6. — What flowtd ‘i 

of Jesus ^ ipwr^ 

pierced it witfef 

7. — What ,, trsa? 

o 

8. — ^Wby did Jc#' 

, Cross? , ; s 


yave us m 
Mother also, 
i vents kp- 



2 Wiiat : -did , Peter say , wfccn t!ie 
■ . people; \ woadeted '.at'/ the, 

. event?';' ■' 

... . .3. — ^^?bat'/did ' tlie' chief priests do. 
., to Peter ■: and Jotm; because of 
this cure? 

■4.- — ^How did Peter "act ' when ■ he 
was' questioned by. the- chief 
priests?' ' 

IB. ' STEPHEN'^ ' IS ST'ONEP - ' TO 
BEAm 


115. THE EESUREICTION.,; ' ; „ 

1, ~What disciples took .down" 

the Body of Our Lord from " 
tlic Cross? 

2. —What did the Blessed Virgin 

and these disciples do to pre-. 
pare the Body for burial? 

3 „ — .Where did they lay ' the body ? 

' 4.— How ' was^- , the ' sepulchre 
■ closed?. 

5.„Why were the Pharisees care-; 

■ , „ fill to have the sepulchre 
... properly guarded? 

:d.. — »Why did the women, come 
to the sepulchre? ,. .. 

7 . —What' did they see there?- 

8, — When did Jesus rise from the 

dead ? 

— ^What was the effect of the 
Resurrection on- the Apostles? 

114. JESUS APPEARS TO MARY 
MAGDALEN. JESUS AP- 
FEARS ON THE WAY TO 
EMxMAUS. 

1 . — ^What - did the Angel- say to 

the -three women who sought 
Jesus -in. the -sepulchre? 

2. — What did Mary Magdalen 

see when' she ■ stayed at the 
sepulchre? 

3 . —Why .did : Mary Magdalen 

- - . w.e€p?- ' 

4 . -^Who. was the ..first person to 

whom Our Lord appeared 
when He was risen from the 
. . dead? 

, . 5 , —What, other, persons, saw. Him 
soon, in other places? 
,g._How did the disciples on the 
way to Emmaus know that 
-the Man who .walked ,and- 
talked : with them was Jesus? 

115. JESUS APPEARS TO HIS 
DISCIPLES. 

I . — ^When did Jesus appear to 
all the Apostles? 


What 


power did'. . rie then 
confer on Elis Apostles? 

3, — What did Thomas say when 

the other Apostles told him 
they had seen the Lord? 

4. — What did Our Lord say to 

Thomas when He appeared 
again? 

116. JESUS MAKES PETER HEAD 

THE AS- 


OF HIS CHURCH. 

CENSION. . 

1 . — How did Jesus give Peter 

charge of His Church? 

2 . — In what words did Our Lord 

give the Apostles orders to 
teach and to baptize? 

3 . — ^How long did Our Lord say 

He would be with His Apos- 
tles? 

4 . — After the Resurection how 

many days did Jesus remain ' 
on earth before ascending 
into Heaven? 

5. — ^Who saw Jesus ascend to 

Heaven? 

6. — ^Where is Jesus now? 

117. THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY 
GHOST. 

1. — How did tbe Apostles choose 

the one to take the place of 
Judas Iscariot? 

2. — ^When was the day of Pente- 

cost? 

3. — ^What happened on that day? 

4. — ^What did Peter say in his 

first sermon? 

5. — ^How many were 

that first day? 

5. — Why is the Chi 
Catholic? 

m PETER HEALS 
BORN LAME. 

1 . — ^How did Peter work tbe 
I cure on the lame man? 


-How well-known did Peter 
become as a result of the mi- - 
racles he worked? , 

-What did the high priest do 
out of 'envy?. 

-What was .' .the ; warning of 
Gamaliel? 

-How many deacons were first 
chosen? 

-What was their duty? 

■Who ivas tbe first Chirstian 
martyr? 

-Why was he stoned to 
death ? 

-What should we be ready to 
suffer, for our -Faith? . -. . . ' 


120*. PHILIP BAPTIZES THE 
ETHIOPIAN OFFICER. 

1 . — Did the Apostles confer ^ tbe 
Sacrament of Confirmation? 
— What is the meaning of that 
Sacrament? 

3 . — ^What did Simon Magus wish 

to buy from tbe Apostles? 

4. — ^How did the Ethiopian show 

he needed someone to explain 
Holy Scripture to him? 

5 . _What did Philip do after he 

had explained the word of 
God to the Ethiopian? 


converted 


A MAN 



13L PETEE m^OEKS MANY MI- 
RACLES* 

1. — What miracle did Peter work 

„ .'OH' Eneas?.: . ■ . 

,, , 2.— Wliat. miracle did,, be ■ work on ■ 
Tabitlia.?: 

3. — How ' did;'Peter learn, that God 

wanted ' the G.entiles co.n verted 
' also.? 

, 4.— How did Peter, ■ escape when 
■ Herod Ag,r,ippa ■ .,piit , him in 

: 124. 

122. THE CONVERSION OF 
PAUL. 

, I ‘—What ' did Saul, ,of , Tars,us do 
against the Ghiirch? ■ 

2. — How WMs Saul converted? 

■ 3.— Who.m did God 'send to" cure 
Saul of h,i,s • blindness' and to 
baptize , him ? 

4. _™\yh3’' is , Paul ' /called" ; the' 

Apostle of the Gentiles? 

5. — What lesson does the conver- 

,.sion .of Saul of Ta.rsns teac,b 
■tis?' ■ ■■ :i25. 

m. PAWS' FIRST 'MISSIONARY 
JOURNEY. 

i. — How do we know that the 
Church ordained priests from 
the very beginning? 


2. — Why were Paul and Barna- 

bas persecuted in Antioch? 

3. — What places were reached by 

Paul in his first journey? 

4 .-_«Why did the people of Lystra 
wish to offer sacrifice to 
■Paul? 

5. — ^From whom does the Church 
derive its . doctrine and its 
Sacraments.? ,. . . 

5.__Why is the Church Apostolic? 

FAULTS SECOND MISSION- 
ARY JOURNEY. 

H— Where did Paul go in his se- 
cond journey? 

2. — Why were Paul ,and Silas cast 

into prison? 

3. — How were they freed from 

prison ? , 

4. —What sermon did Paul preach 

' . in Athens? 

^•“~Why is the Catholic Church I 
. Holy? , ! 

PAULAS THIRD MISSION- 
ARY JOURNEY. 

1. -— Why did the silversmiths of 

Ephesus raise a persecution 
against Paul? 

2. * — How did Paul bring back to 

life the young man of Troas? 


, .'3'— What command did Paul 
make to the bishops of Ephe- 

■"'. '.'SUS? - ." 

'4.— For what nation or nations'' 
did Jesus establish the Church? 
5.- — ^\\%y is,, the Church Oiic? 

126.. PAUL GOES TO .ROME, ONI . 
HOLY CATHOLIC APOSTO- 
LIC CHURCH. 

L- — How did the Roman governor 
save Paul in Jerusalem? ■ 

2. — -What, visio,n did Paul see, 

telling him of his future fate 
in Rome ? 

3. — 'Why was Paul ' finally sent 

to Rome? ' 

4. — What did, Paul do ' i.n prison 

at Rome? 

5. — In whose reign wa.s .Paul . bc- 
,.^ . headed?, , 

6. — What other Apostle was cru- 

cified on the same day and " 
place?, 

7'.— How m.any ' of the Apostles 
: were martyrs to their Faith? 
8',.— Explain the, meaning of the 
' term: One, Floly, ' Catholic,' 
Apostolic Church. 

9. — How' long w'ili , God s ,Chiirch, 
endure? 

1 0,— How long, wiii ■' the Holy, Ca- 
tholic .,' Cbu;rc.b' . be ; preserved' 
from error? 
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^0'SE&O.^S-()«».a.«!®6‘(3<SSEki-i^ 


PRONODNClNe VOCABDLIRY OF PROPER SUES 


THE BIACRITICAL MARKS ARE THE SAMB.'AS- THOSE USEB IN,WEBSTER*S'IMCTIONARY 


a as in ale 

.aasintall 

e as in fern 

.'d.asindrb 

■ ll as in bfcrn 

t as in care 

; 'a as in ask 

' . M. as in ice 

■o' as in odd 

bb as in nidbd 

' 'S— ' ■ , ., „>w' . 

li as in act 

, e as in eve. ■ ; 

. . ■ i- as in ill. 

: 'U as, in use 

00, as in ,ioot 

a as in ai'm 

^ 'A as in end 

0 as in old 

: ' 'U as in fip' , 

■.. .y as in pity , 


Aar" on ■ 

A" be I : 
A"bra-ham 
,Ab'sa-lom 
A"chab 
: Ad"aoi 
'Ag"geAis 
■■ A.l-plie"iis 
A ''man ■ 

An 'drew, '' 

A'H-'riJi 

Aiv'nas 

A;ri"t!-dcli 

,An-t!"o-cb'as 

A»ra'bia 

Ar*che-la'"ias 

A,r-i-ma-tiie"a ' ' 

' A'sia, Mi"nor 
,As:-sti"-e'^rus 
A,s,»syr'’'i-a , 
Atlr'ens ' ; 
Aii-g:ri,S'''tfis Cae'-' 


i Br'iil'':. 

i, ' Bab'y-lon ; , 
I ■' ■ Bal-tAs^ar 


Bar'na-bas 

Ba-rab''bas 

Ben'ja-min 

Ber-e^'a 

Be-tha^ni-a 

Bg'th^el ' 

BethTe-hem 

Betli-sa"b'e-e . 

Beth-saT-da 

Betli-u"'l!a 

Bo'oz 


Cain 

Cai-phas 

Ca'^na 

Ca^leb , ^ 

CaKva-ry ,, 
Ca-pbar"'na«tSm , 
Catb^o-lic 

Ces-a-re-'a Pbl-llp'pi 

Ce'dron 

Cham 

Chal-de'ans 

Cha^naan 

Chi''os 

Christ‘'ma.s. 

Gi-li^ci-a 

Corinth 

Cor-ne^Ii-us 


Cy-re"ne 
Cy-prhs 
Cy^ rds 


Da-li^a 

Da-m^s"cns 

DanTel 

■Da-rPus. . 

Da^vid 

Di^'.ves 


East^er 
E''den 
E^gypt 
El-ca'na 
E-ie-a'zar 
E-lfas 
E 4 i-e'zer 
E-liz^a-beth 
Em'ma-hs 
■ E"ne-as , 
Eph'e-sGs 
E^san 
Es^dras 
Es'ther (-ter) 
E-thi"0'"pi-an 
Eti^cha-rist 
Eve 


GaT^ri-e! 
Ga-la'^ti-a 
GaFl-lee- 
Ged'"e~on' 
Gen-nes^'a-reth 
Gen" tile 
Ges^sen ■ 
"Geth-sem^'a-ne 
Go-[i"ath 
GoKgo-tha ' ■ 

Go-mor^rha 
Greece' , 


, HSb'',a-ctic ' 
Tia.^Tan' 

He'" brew (-bru) 

He^bron 

He 4 ! 

Her"od 

Hoi-o»fer"nes 

Eo'reb 

Hus 


Fs.aac, 

I-sa'^ias. (-^yas) 
'Is^ra-el ■ 
Is'ra-el-ite 
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Ja'cob 
Ja^i-rus 
Jabphet 
Jer-e^mi'^as 
JSr''i-cho, ■ 

: Je-rii''sa-lem ... 
Jeth^ro ; , , 
Jez'a-bel ■: 

Job-: ■ : : 
Jon^a-than 
Jd'nas' 

Jop'^pe, 

'Jbr'dan 

Jo^seph 

Jos^u-e 

Ju'cia 

Ju-'das Is-car-iot 
Jn“de''a 
Ju*"'dith ' 


Pa^phos 

PaKes-tine 

Pat'^a-dise 

Pasch 

Pas'^chal Lamb 
Pas^sion 
Pass'^o-ver 
Paul 

Pen^ta-teuch 

Pen^te-cost 

Per^si-a 

Pe-'ter 

Ph^r'-i-see 

Phll'ip 

PhLlip''pi 

Phl-lis^t!ne 

PhrJ^gd-a 

Pi-sldd-a 

Pon^ti-us PPIate 

Psalms 

Put'^i-phar 


IVIo'^ses 

Mount Ho'reb 
Mount Mo-rr'ah 
Mount Ne'bo „ 
Mount Sfnai ■ 
Mount SFon ' 
Mt. O'-li-vet 
My'sl-a . 


him e -013 

Sigmon 

Sod'om 

SoFo-mon 

Ste'phen (-¥en) 

Syr'i-a 


La^ban ' 

Laz^'a-rus 

Les'- bos ' , 

Li’^vi , ■ ■ 

Le^rite 

Llb'a-nus 

Lot: ,/ 

Lu^gi-fer 

Ly-cao'ni- 

Lyd^da 

Lys^tra 


lab-erma-cle 

Tabd-tha 
Tar'siis 
Thad-de'us ' 
Thar'sis 
Thes-sa-lo-ni^ca 
Thom ^ as 
Tim'o-thy ' 
To-bi'as 
Tro^as 


Ra^chel 

Ra^'ges 

Ra'hab 

Ra'pha-el 

Re-bec'ca 

Re-deem^ei 

Rob'o-am 

Rome 

Ru^ben 

Ruth 


Na'^'lm 

Na'chor 

N a' than 

Na-than'ael 

Naz^a-reth 

N ab- u-chod-o-no''sor 

Ne-he-m!'as 

Ne'ro 

Nic-o-de^mns 

Nln^i-ve 

No'^e 

No-'e-mi 


Mac-e-do'nia 

Mach^a- bees 

Macb-a-be'us 

MaMi-an 

Mal-a-chFas 

MaKchus 

Mal'-ta 

Ma-nas^ses 


Sa-be'ans 

Sa-lo'me 

S^-ma'ri-a 

Sa-m^'ri-tan 

Sa'mos 



the Catholic Truth Society Publications 


MY MISSION BOOK— Especially designed ior 'missions’ and' 're-' 
.treats,' , ,112 p?4ges. , . 66, iliiistrations. 14' liymns in notation. 

, fO.OS.a copy;' r0,07 postpaid;., a hundred, ■ postage f.LS'O' 
.extra. Tagalog , edition at' the same prices, 

M’^ A.KMY PRATER BOOK • — ' For the use of soldiers at camp. 
112 .pages;,. 66 , illustrations; .12 hymns in musical notation. 
P0,05,a copy;.,F0,07.a copy/postpaid; B.50.' a hundred copies, 
postage extra. ..Most useful for trainees. 

M’^ PRxW ER book - — A com.ple.te prayer book for all purposes, , 
407 pages; 89. iliiistrations: 4i pages in .musical notation. f0.30 
3 copy; f0..36 a copy, ■ postpaid. F25.00 a hundred copies, 
postage extra, 

, MY BLESSED MOTHER MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS — A 
book, of devotions in honor of the Mother of God. 124 pages., 
FO.,10^ a copy, P8.00 a hundred. Spanish edition, “Mi Virgen 
Auxiiiaclora’h at the same prices. ' 

OCR ^ RELIGION S.ER.IES — A complete and well-graded series 
of texb^oks in. religion f.ro'm the .first grade to the high school. ' 
In stories and pictures. Lessons complete on each double-page. 


OUR RELIGION SERIES 

Number 
of ■ 

pai^es 

Number i 
of I 
illu.Vra- 1 
tions 1 

Price 1 
per I' 
copy 1 

Price , 

per 1 EDITIONS 

100 ; 





i English, Spa- 

My 'First Co,m'.mucion, 




1 nisb. Chinese, 

a) 'black' ........ 

112 

50 

PO.IO f 

Q ^ Bi- 

O.UO jcolano. Roca- 
Ino. Panavano 

.- b) . ia ■ 'Ccl'Ors 

ii2 

50 

0.30 

27.00i .EngU.sh 

My "Catechism, Book I, 




I English, 

20.00 

a) ordinary 

234 

114 

0.25 


1 



t Tagalcg, 

" b) cloth ■ - 1 

M'y Catechism,, .Book II, 

234 j 

.114 

1.00 

S^.OO English 

'a) . 'ordina.ry' ...... 

352 

ISO 

0.50 

43.00 English 

b)' cloth 

'352 1 

180 

1.30 

110.00 EttgUsb 

! j English, 

Bd'f Bi'ble /Flistory ..... 

300 

130 

0.60 

50.00 Tagalog. 

Cebuano 

My Catholic Faith ..... 

-400 

200 

1.50' 

lc>0.00 English 

Course of Study, in . - 




■ .Religion. . ... . .... . 

200 

— 

,0.20 

,18.00 English 


MARY HELP OF' CHRISTiANS— PICTURE OF 
,, THE SACRED HEAR I OF 'JESUS: —“Each in , colors, ■ 1 8" 

■ 12"..' Suitable for framing. f0.12 'a copv; 'FO.IO' a copy by 

quantity. 

MY BAPTISM — This pam,pbiet contains the Rite of Baptism, a 
Calendar of Saints^and Feasts, and an. alphabetical list of Baptis- 
mal Names , that will be found useful in. all horn.es for .a proper 
'■selection. 132 pages,, illustrated. FO.IO a^copy; F8.00 .a hundred. 

; De luxe edition, F0.20 a copy; F18.00 a hundred. Postage extra. 

MY WEDDING DAY - — This bandy booklet contains an explana- 
tion of the nature of the Sacrament of Matrimony, its theological 
and practical applications, the ceremonies' accompanying ■ its ad- 
ministration, ■ including the Toledano ritual tramlated into' 
English, 111 pages. Illustrated. FO.'IO a copy; F8.00 a hun- 
dred copies. De luxe edition, F0.20 a copy; FlS.OO a hundred 
copies, postage extra. 

■M'^ LAST SACRAMENTS — Containing, an, explanation of Ex- 
treme Unctio'n,' Visitation 'and. Communion for the Sick, this 
'; - booklet 'will; .be; found indispensable in all homes., 'll! .pages... 
. Illustrated..- -FO.IO a. copy,; F8.00 a . hundred' copies.. Postage 
extra. 

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE FILIPINO PEOPLE— A textbook 
for the . seventh .grade. Useful as reference for other classes, 
and' for -general needs. 500 pages, regular book size. Cloth- 
■bound. P.rofuse!y illustrated. Per copy, F2.00; postpaid, F2.30.'. 

MY READERS — A complete 'Series of readers' for the elementary 
grades. Truly Catholic and Filipino, Approved by the 'Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction. . Distributed by: Philippine Educa- 
tion Com'pany, 101 Escolta: .Associated Publishers, '430 Riza! 
/\ venue: Catholic Trade School, 1.9 '16 O-toquieta. ■ 


MY READERS 


Pre-primer . 

Pre-priiner (in colors) ' 


Book One | 184. | 141 

-Book'Two . . . .i 235 j '115- 

Book' Three'. . I 292' i 118 

Book Four j. In Preparation 


1 Number ■, 

' Number.' 



; ' of .1 

of 

■illti.st,ra- 

Price 

i pages-. ,! 

. tions 


■ 1 72 " !' 

80 

■'■"■poTaT 

,| 72 1 

-.80 

0.30 

•! 150 1 

1 28 

0.8.5 

■ I 184 j 

141 

0.95 

■i 235 1 

'HS- 

1.10 

. 292 ( 

US' 

1.20 



COST OF MAILING or FREIGHT IS EXTRA 
10% discount to schools and parish priests. 

Special Diseoiint on Quantity Orders 

Sold at; Catholic Trade School, 1916 Oroquieta, Manila 






